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FBI  Searches  NAMBLA  Members’  Homes 


By  Larry  Goldsmith 
and  Bob  Nelson 

NEW  YORK  —  Federal  agents 
carrying  search  warrants  broke  in¬ 
to  the  empty  homes  of  two  men 
on  Sunday,  December  19,  ran¬ 
sacking  their  apartments  and  seiz¬ 
ing  files  and  personal  effects,  ap¬ 
parently  as  part  of  a  concerted  in¬ 
vestigation  by  local  and  federal 
authorities  into  the  North  Ameri¬ 
can  Man/Boy  Love  Association 
(NAMBLA). 

The  same  day,  FBI  agents  visit¬ 
ed  the  homes  of  at  least  five  New 
York  City  men  who  have  served 
on  the  NAMBLA  steering  com¬ 
mittee.  In  those  cases,  pairs  of 
agents  without  warrants  called  at 
the  door  to  say  they  were  conduct¬ 
ing  a  block-to-block  search  for 
two  unnamed  fugitives.  The 
agents  requested  entry  into  the 
apartments  and  asked  the  men  to 
identify  photographs  of  adult  men 
and  boys. 


Only  one  many  of  the  five  al¬ 
lowed  the  agents  into  his  apart¬ 
ment.  “They  held  up  their  FBI 
card  to  my  peephole  .  .  .  (and] 
said  they  wanted  to  talk  to  me,  so 
I  went  outside  the  door  and  talked 
to  them,”  he  told  GCN.  “They 
showed  me  some  photos  of  boys 
and  then  some  photos  of  men.  A 
couple  were  photocopies,  not 
glossies.  They  asked  me  if  I 
recognized  any  of  these  men.  1 
told  them  that  1  did  not.  One  said 
to  the  other,  ‘What  about  the  or¬ 
ganization?’  and  then  they  asked 
me  ’Are  you  a  member  of  NAM¬ 
BLA?’  I  said  ‘I’m  on  the  mailing 
list,’  which  was  a  stupid  thing  to 
say.” 

The  agents  then  asked  the  man 
if  they  could  step  inside  his  apart¬ 
ment,  and  he  allowed  them  in. 

“They  snooped  around.  They 
looked  at  pictures  of  me  and  my 
brother  taken  33  years  ago  with 
our  arms  around  each  other,  but  I 


told  them  who  it  was,”  he  recall¬ 
ed.  “They  asked  me  a  barrage  of 
nonsense  questions.” 

NAMBLA  spokesperson  Brian 
Quinby  told  GCN  he  believes  the 
FBI  visits  and  searches  are  related 
to  the  December  3  arrest  of  NAM¬ 
BLA  members  David  Groat  and 
Brett  Portman.  Local  police  from 
Wareham,  Massachusetts  and  Jer¬ 
sey  City,  New  Jersey  arrested 
Groat,  Portman  and  Harold 
Baker  III  after  a  week-long  sur¬ 
veillance  operation  culminating  in 
a  raid  on  a  private  cottage  in 
Wareham.  All  three  were  charged 
with  having  sex  with  a  minor  and 
police  seized  NAMBLA  publica¬ 
tions,  files  and  what  they  des¬ 
cribed  as  “child  pornography.” 

The  sex  charges  against  Baker 
were  dropped  after  he  agreed  to 
cooperate  with  prosecutors,  but  a 
Middlesex  County  grand  jury  has 
passed  down  indictments  for 
Groat  and  Portman  on  two  counts 


Distributor  Sues  Norfolk 
Over  Confiscation  of  Taxi 


By  Jil  Clark 

NORFOLK,  VA  —  An  interna¬ 
tional  film  distributor  is  suing  the 
city  of  Norfolk  in  an  attempt  to 
recover  a  copy  of  the  award¬ 
winning  film  Taxi  Zum  Klo  which 
officials  seized  on  October  5  and 
declared  contraband  last  month 
(see  GCN,  Vol.  9,  No.  16). 

Taxi  Zum  Klo,  follows  the  mis¬ 
adventures  of  a  young  man  in  Ber¬ 
lin  who  teaches  elementary  school 
in  a  staid  manner  but  on  his  own 
time  lives  a  considerably  less 
orthodox  gay  life  (see  review 
GCN,  Vol.  9,  No.  18). 

Supporters  of  the  Naro 
Expanded  Cinema,  which  shows 
re-runs  and  art  films,  had  ex¬ 
pected  that  the  owners  would  fight 
the  confiscation  on  constitutional 
grounds  and  that  the  court  battle 
would  result  in  a  clarification  of 
the  city’s  definition  of  obscenity. 
However,  faced  with  five  seperate 
violations  of  the  city’s  obscenity 
ordinances,  owners  Tench  Phillips 
and  Thomas  Vourlas  Pleaded 
guilty  to  a  misdemeanor  charge  of 
exhibiting  an  obscene  film,  for 
which  they  were  fined  $250  plus 
$20  in  court  costs. 

As  a  result  of  the  owners’  ac¬ 
tion,  the  film  is  contraband  here. 
Although  city  attorney  Philip 
Trapani  has  refused  to  comment 
on  the  case  because  it  is  pending, 
he  did  tell  a  reporter  from  Our 
Own,  the  local  lesbian  and  gay 
male  monthly,  that  seized  materi¬ 
als  such  as  films,  magazines  and 
“all  types  of  pornography”  would 
eventually  be  destroyed. 

“Unquestionably,  the  film  was 
found  obscene  without  any  formal 
trial  about  what  is  obscene,”  said 
American  Civil  Liberties  Union 
attorney  John  Levy,  who  is  draft¬ 
ing  the  suit  on  behalf  of  Promo- 
vision  International,  Taxi’s  dis¬ 
tributor.  Levy  will  present  the 
complaint  in  the  Norfolk  divisior 
of  the  U.S.  District  Court  of  East¬ 
ern  Virginia  this  week. 

GCN  asked  Levy  whether  Nor¬ 
folk  officials  can  legally  confiscate 
and  destroy  the  property  of  a 
company  in  New  York,  where  it  is 
not  considered  pornographic. 
Levy  said  there  is  no  law  which 
answers  this  question. 

The  city’s  action  has  already 
had  a  chilling  effect  on  the  exer¬ 
cise  of  constitutionally  protected 


freedoms:  Naro  theatre  owners 
told  GCN  last  month  that  they 
cancelled  a  showing  of  a  film 
because  they  did  not  know 
whether  city  officials  would  con¬ 
sider  it  pornographic;  John  Tilley, 
vice-president  of  marketing  for 
the  New  York-based  distributor, 
said  he  is  being  “very  careful 
about  where  we’re  dating  the 
film.”  Tilley  explained  that  the 
company  “can’t  afford  to  lose 
any  more  prints”  of  Taxi. 

“We  are  suffering  the  loss  of  it 
[the  print].  We  have  very  few. 
And  this  particular  print  happens 
to  have  been  made  in  Germany,  so 
the  actual  replacement  cost  is 
$2,500  plus  $700  shipment.  This 
of  course  is  not  as  significant  as 
the  lost  bookings.” 

Levy  said  that  while  his  client’s 
“first  and  only  request  is  to  get 
the  property  back,”  he  hopes  that 
the  court,  in  the  course  of  settling 
the  lawsuit,  will  create  some 
guidelines  to  aid  theatre  owners  in 
determining  in  advance  whether  a 
film  fits  Norfolk’s  defini  tion  of 
obscenity. 

On  the  night  that  Naro  showed 
Taxi  500  people  attended.  Among 
them  were  Corporal  L.R.  Barnard 
of  the  vice  squad  and  Chief 
Magistrate  R.H.  Carwan.  At  the 
conclusion  of  the  film  they  wrote 
an  affidavit  authorizing  the  con¬ 
fiscation  of  the  film. 

According  to  the  affadavit,  the 
critically-acclaimed  film  is  “graph¬ 
ically  obscene”  and  has  as  a  domi¬ 
nant  theme  “a  shameful,  morbid 
interest  in  homosexual  love 
affairs”  that  contains  “no  serious 
medical,  artistic  or  literary  material 
and  [goes]  beyond  the  limits  and 
candor  of  social  acceptability.’ 

The  warrant  also  reads,  “The 
movie  depicted,  in  a  graphic 
fashion,  oral  sodomy  between 
males,  anal  sodomy  between 
males,  male  masturbation,  urina¬ 
tion,  sadism,  and  other  distasteful 
activities  that  were  sexual  in 
nature.” 

After  viewing  the  film  on  Oct¬ 
ober  15,  the  city  attorney  prepared 
a  four-page,  single-spaced  des¬ 
cription  of  Taxi.  Our  Own  reports 
that  a  typical  paragraph  of  the 
summary  begins  with  the  sen¬ 
tence,  “The  scene  shifts  to  CC’s 
(central  character’s]  apartment 
where  we  see  the  two  men  in  bed 


together,  with  CC  performing 
fellatio  on  the  man  he  has  picked 
up,  kissing  and  fondling  him  with 
close  up  of  the  fellatio  and 
genitals  of  both.” 

It  has  been  years  since  the  city 
has  leveled  pornography  charges 
against  what  Trapani  refers  to  as 
the  “legitimate”  theatre;  conse¬ 
quently,  much  attention  is  riveted 
on  the  banning  of  Taxi. 

Following  the  confiscation, 
Phillips  told  GCN  that  he  believes 
that  officials  objected  to  the  ex¬ 
plicitness  of  the  sex  in  the  film, 
not  the  gender  of  the  participants. 
He  added  that  several  films  with 
gay  themes  have  played  at  the 
Naro  in  the  last  few  years,  in- 
Continued  on  page  3 


each  of  having  sex  with  boys 
under  the  age  of  14.  The  new  in¬ 
dictments  mean  the  defendants 
may  face  trial  in  superior  court  as 
well  as  in  district  court.  Baker  still 
faces  a  kidnapping  charge  related 
to  the  transportation  of  one  of  the 
alleged  “victims.” 

Quinby  told  GCN  he  believes 
police  may  have  seized  an  out¬ 
dated  roster  of  the  NAMBLA 
steering  committee  in  the 
Wareham  raid  because  all  the  men 
visited  by  the  FBI  formerly  served 
on  that  committee. 

A  spokesperson  in  the  FBI  New 
York  City  office  declined  com¬ 
ment  on  the  invetigation  and 
refused  to  confirm  or  deny  the  ex¬ 
istence  of  the  search  warrants.  He 
did  confirm,  however,  that  the 
Bureau  had  received  photographs 
for  testing  and  identification. 

Bob  Rhodes  and  Wayne  Sun¬ 
day,  the  two  men  whose  apart¬ 
ments  were  searched,  had  both 
been  away  when  the  FBI  broke  in¬ 
to  their  apartments  to  execute  the 
warrants.  Sunday  returned  from 
his  grandfather’s  funeral  to  find 
his  apartment  ransacked  and  a 
copy  of  the  search  warrant  and  in¬ 
ventory  of  seized  items  left 
behind.  The  warrant  specifically 
authorized  a  search  of  the  apart¬ 
ment  for  “latent  fingerprints, 
palm  prints  and  other  similar  im¬ 
pressions  which  constitute  evi¬ 
dence  of  the  commission  of  viola¬ 
tions  of  Title  18  United  States 
Code,  Sections  2251,  2252,  2423, 
1201,  1952  and  1465.” 

The  statutes  cited  include  the 
“Protection  of  Children  Against 
Sexual  Exploitation  Act  of  1977,” 
along  with  sections  concerning 
kidnapping,  interstate  transporta¬ 
tion  of  minors  for  purposes  of 
sexual  activity  or  prostitution  and 
the  transportation  of  obscene 
matter  for  sale  or  distribution. 

FBI  agents  had  dusted  for  fin¬ 


gerprints  and  removed  several  im¬ 
pressions  from  locations  through¬ 
out  the  apartment.  An  inventory 
sheet  left  with  the  search  warrant 
indicated  that  the  following  items 
were  removed:  “Miscellaneous 
documentation,  including  per¬ 
sonal  letters  and  bills,  two  reels  of 
tape,  one  metal  file  box  contain¬ 
ing  index  cards  3x5,  telephone 
address  book  [and]  numerous 
negatives  and  photographs  of 
male  juveniles.”  Sunday  told 
GCN  he  was  unsure  which 
“documentation”  had  been 
taken,  but  said  the  reels  of  tape 
were  recorded  music,  the  file  cards 
were  financial  records  of  pledges 
made  to  the  NAMBLA  Emergen¬ 
cy  Defence  Fund,  and  the  address 
book  was  an  old,  unimportant 
personal  list. 

Sunday  also  noted  that  the  FBI 
agents  had  eaten  a  box  of  choc¬ 
olate  covered  cherries  left  in  the 
refrigerator  and  left  the  wrappers 
scattered  on  the  apartment  floor. 

In  addition  to  being  a  member 
of  NAMBLA  since  the  group’s 
founding  in  1978,  Sunday  served 
on  the  NAMBLA  steering 
committee!  rom April  1979  to  Sep¬ 
tember  1982,  worked  with  the 
New  York  Gay  Activist  Alliance 
from  1971  to  1979,  the  WBA1 
radio  Gay  Men’s  Department  un¬ 
til  its  dissolution  in  January  1982 
and  the  New  York  Coalition  for 
Lesbian  and  Gay  rights  (CLGR) 
steering  committee  in  1978-80. 

According  to  a  resolution 
adopted  at  the  sixth  national 
NAMBLA  conference  held  last 
October  in  Philadelphia  (see  GCN, 
Vol.  10,  No.  14),  the  goals  and 
purposes  of  NAMBLA  include 
“building  a  support  network  for 
men  and  boys  involved  in  any  mu¬ 
tually  consensual  relationship, 
educating  the  public  on  the  ben¬ 
evolent  nature  of  man/boy  love, 
Continued  on  page  2 


Arkansas  Sodomy  Law 
Challenged  in  Court 


By  Jil  Clark 

LITTLE  ROCK  —  A  federal 
appeals  court  is  deliberating 
whether  to  strike  down  the  Arkan¬ 
sas  sodomy  law. 

The  statute  in  question,  which 
pertains  to  homosexuals  only,  was 
passed  in  1977,  two  years  after  leg¬ 
islators  repealed  a  long-standing 
law  which  prohibited  the  practice 
of  sodomy  between  heterosexuals 
as  well. 

The  appellant  in  the  case  is 
Charles  Lloyd  Lemons,  who  was 
arrested  for  having  sex  with 
another  man  in  Hot  Springs  Na¬ 
tional  Park  last  February.  Paul 
Gordon,  Lemons’  attorney  is 
challenging  the  conviction  on  the 
grounds  that  the  existing  statute 
denies  homosexuals  equal  protec¬ 
tion  under  the  law  and  abridges 
their  privacy  rights. 

Gordon  also  argues  that  his 
client’s  conviction  constitutes 
cruel  and  unusual  punishment 
“because  the  court  is  not 
punishing  conduct,  it  is  punishing 
status;  it  is  punishing  a  whole  class 
of  people,  which  iscleairly  forbid¬ 
den  by  the'Eighth  Amendment.” 
Gordon  cited  a  1962  U.S. 
Supreme  Court  ruling  striking 
down  a  state  law  which  applied 
only  to  drug  addicts. 


If  the  Eighth  Circuit  Court  of 
Appeals  in  Saint  Louis  declares 
the  law  unconstitutional,  it  will  be 
the  highest  court  in  the  country  to 
rule  on  such  a  law,  Gordon  said. 

The  appellate  court  has  been 
deliberating  since  September  and 
Sandra  Kurjiaka,  an  attorney  with 
the  American  Civil  Liberties 
Union  here,  believes  this  is  “  a 
hopefull  sign  ...  If  we  lose  in  the 
end,  they  at  least  gave  it  a  lot  of 
time  and  thought.” 

Instead  of  plea  bargaining,  as  is 
usually  done  in  such  cases, 
Lemons  moved  prior  to  trial  for 
dismissal  of  the  charges  on  the 
grounds  that  the  statute  is  uncon¬ 
stitutional.  Federal  District  Judge 
Oren  Harris  unheld  the  state’s 
new  sodomy  law  just  as  he  had  up¬ 
held  the  old  unnatural  acts  statute 
ten  years  earlier.  Harris  sentenced 
Lemons  to  90  days  in  jail. 

GCN  asked  State  Representa¬ 
tive  Irma  Hunter  Brown,  a  sup¬ 
porter  of  lesbian  and  gay  rights, 
whether  she  or  any  of  her  col¬ 
leagues  is  planning  to  challenge 
the  sodomy  law  in  the  legislature. 
She  replied,  “No,  1  have  no  plans 
to  do  so  at  the  present  time.  No¬ 
body  from  the  community  has 
brought  that  up  and  to  be  very 
honest  with  you,  people  will  never 


change  unless  they  are  forced  to. 
We  are  in  the  so-called  bible  belt, 
the  heart  of  the  conservative  Bap¬ 
tist  movement.  To  come  out  pub¬ 
licly  on  certain  issues  is  not  a  way 
to  get  re-elected.” 

State  Representative  Jerry 
King,  a  minister  of  the  Assembly 
of  God  Church  in  Hackett,  sup¬ 
ports  the  new  sodomy  law,  al¬ 
though  he  readily  acknowledges 
that  it  is  discriminatory.  “1  think 
what  heterosexuals  do  within  the 
framework  of  marriage  is  up  to 
them  as  to  their  sexual  activity 
....  [The  passage  in  the  Bible 
about]  Sodom  and  Gomorrha  is 
about  homosexual  activity,  not 
heterosexual  activity.” 

The  legislature  last  year  passed 
a  resolution  proposed  by  King 
which  prohibits  what  King  calls 
“the  teaching  of  homosexuality” 
on  the  campuses  of  the  state  univ¬ 
ersity.  King  defended  the  resolu¬ 
tion  “on  the  basis  of  seperation  of 
church  and  state.” 

“By  his  standard,”  Kurjiaka 
countered,  “the  sodomy  law  is  un¬ 
constitutional  and  he  [as  a  minis¬ 
ter]  shouldn’t  be  sitting  in  this 
House.” 

Kurjiaka  continued,  “After  the 
vote  on  his  proposal,  several  legis- 
Continued  on  page  2 
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News  Notes 


unidos  en  la  lucha 

LOS  ANGELES  —  Lesbians  and  gay  men  in  this 
city  observed  the  fourth  anniversary  of  the  murder  of 
Harvey  Milk  by  joining  a  United  Farm  Workers  picket 
line  at  a  local  supermarket. 

The  Reader ,  a  Los  Angeles  weekly,  reports  that 
members  of  Gay  and  Lesbian  Latinos  Unidos  and  the 
Southern  California  Harvey  Milk  Lesbian  and  Gay 
Democratic  Club  were  among  the  30  picketers  at  a 
Lucky’s  supermarket  on  November  27. 

The  UFW  has  been  picketing  Lucky’s  each  week- 


anarchography 

BALTIMORE  —  A  group  of  women  here  is  seek¬ 
ing  material  for  a  proposed  book  about  anarchist- 
feminist  women. 

Tentatively  called  Emma’s  Daughters,  the  book 
will  include  both  new  and  previously  published  arti¬ 
cles,  poetry,  fiction  and  artwork,  preferably  of  a  non- 
academic,  personal  nature.  It  is  suggested  that  sub¬ 
missions  might  address  the  questions:  How  did  you 
come  to  be  an  anarchist?  How  is  anarchism  linked  with 
feminism  in  your  life?  How  do  you  live  your  beliefs? 

Submissions  are  sought  from  women  who  feel 
closely  aligned  with  anti-authorirarian  ideas  regard¬ 
less  of  whether  they  label  themselves  anarchists. 

Three  copies  of  double-spaced  typed  manu¬ 
scripts,  together  with  stamped,  self-addressed  en¬ 
velopes,  should  be  sent  by  February  1  to  Carol 
Ehrlich,  4502  Weitzel  Ave.,  Baltimore,  MD  21214 


end  since  July  19  because  the  supermarket  chain,  the 
largest  in  the  state,  continues  to  purchase  lettuce 
from  Bruce  Church,  Inc.,  which  has  been  found  in 
violation  of  labor  laws  for  failing  to  bargain  in  good 
faith  with  the  union.  The  UFW  is  also  calling  for  a 
boycott  of  Dole  products. 

The  Reader  quotes  a  UFW  representative  as  say¬ 
ing  Bruce  Church  has  lost  $300,000  as  a  result  of  the 
boycott 


an  important  step 

EUGENE,  OR  —  The  Eugene  city  council  has  re¬ 
affirmed  a  policy  protecting  city  employees  from  be¬ 
ing  fired  because  of  their  sexual  preference. 

City  councilor  Gretchen  Miller  on  December  9 
made  public  a  city  attorney’s  opinion  upholding  the 
policy,  which  was  adopted  in  1978  after  a  non-dis¬ 
crimination  ordinance  was  defeated  by  voters  in  a 
referendum. 

The  city  policy  protects  only  permanent  city 
employees  and  does  not  apply  to  hiring  procedures. 
“It’s  an  important  step  for  Eugene  citizens.”  said 
Dana  Weinstein  of  Right  to  Privacy,  a  lesbian  and  gay 
organization,  “but  it  is  only  a  step.  We  will  be  going 
for  a  much  broader  policy  statement  soon.” 

Right  to  Privacy  requested  the  city  attorney’s 
opinion  because,  they  said,  the  policy  has  gone  un¬ 
noticed  by  both  administrators  and  by  the  city’s  les¬ 
bian  and  gay  employees. 


sinful  dancing 

HAMILTON,  ONTARIO  —  The  Salvation  Army  of 
this  city  has  rejected  a  gay  organization’s  offer  to 
donate  the  proceeds  from  a  dance  the  organization 
will  sponsor  not  because  it  disapproves  of  gay  sex 
but  because  it  disapproves  of  dancing. 

Gay  Niagara  News  reports  that  Salvation  Army 
Major  Ray  Pond  claimed  dancing  was  sinful  when 
Hamilton  United  Gay  Societies  (HUGS)  offered  to  col¬ 
lect  toys  as  admission  to  its  Christmas  dance  and  to 
donate  the  toys  to  the  Salvation  Army’s  Christmas  toy 
drive  for  needy  children.  Pond  said  statistics  prove 
that  dancing  leads  to  divorce  when  participants 
dance  with  partners  other  than  their  spouses. 

“Heterosexual  marriages  must  be  very  fragile  if 
merely  dancing  with  people  other  than  one’s  spouse 
can  destroy  the  relationship,”  commented  Hamilton 
gay  activist  Tim  Veysey. 

Several  other  social  service  agencies  have  since 
told  HUGS  they  will  be  glad  to  accept  the  toys. 


funds  for  accessibility 

CAMBRIDGE,  MA  —  The  Cambridge  Women’s 
Center  has  opened  a  fundraising  drive  to  further  its 
plan  to  make  the  Center  accessible  to  physically 
challenged  women. 

The  Center  needs  about  $5,000  to  pay  for  a 
chairlift  to  allow  women  in  wheelchairs  to  enter  the 
building.  There  is  not  enough  land  to  accommodate  a 
ramp,  which  would  cost  less. 

The  Center  succeeded  in  raising  the  money  to 
buy  a  teletype  machine  earlier  this  year  so  that 
hearing-impaired  women  can  use  the  Center’s 
telephone. 

Tax  deductible  donations  can  be  mailed  to  Chair¬ 
lift  Fund,  The  Women’s  Center,  46  Pleasant  Street, 
Cambridge,  MA  02139. 


a  public  service 

CEDAR  GROVE,  NJ  —  Full-page  advertisements 
in  a  number  of  lesbian  and  gay  publications  warning 
gay  men  of  the  dangers  of  hepatitis  B  infections  and 
informing  them  about  Heptavax-B,  a  new  vaccine 
against  the  disease,  are  being  paid  for  by  the  manu¬ 
facturer  of  the  vaccine. 

Although  the  ads  include  the  statement  “This 
message  is  brought  to  you  as  a  public  service  by  The 
American  Liver  Foundation,”  an  undated  press  re¬ 
lease  from  the  Foundation  reveals  that  the  “extensive 
educational  outreach  program,”  which  consists  of 
the  ads,  is  funded  by  a  grant  from  Merck  Sharpe  & 
Dohme,  the  sole  manufacturer  of  Heptavax-B.  The 
ads  do  not  mention  Merck  Sharpe  &  Dohme. 

According  to  the  press  release,  the  program  was 
designed  to  supplement  coverage  of  the  vaccine  in 
the  gay  press  “to  enhance  this  effort  to  help  prevent 
this  disease  that  causes  tremendous  human  suffer¬ 
ing  and  economic  burden  to  our  nation.” 


News  Notes  compiled  this  week  by  David  Morris. 


NAMBLA 


Continued  from  page  1 
cooperating  with  the  lesbian,  gay 
and  other  movements  for  sexual 
liberation  and  supporting  the  liber¬ 
ation  of  persons  of  all  ages  from 
sexual  prejudice  and  oppression.’ 

On  Monday,  December  20,  the 
Boston  Herald  American,  in  its 
last  day  of  publication  as  a  Hearst 
newspaper,  ran  a  sensationalistic 
full-page  article  extensively  quot¬ 
ing  Wareham  Detective  Jack  Rus¬ 
sell,  who  “noted  a  ‘remarkable 
resemblance’  .  .  .  between 
photographs  confiscated  during  a 
raid  on  a  man-boy  love  club  and 
photographs  of  a  6-year-old  who 
disappeared  in  New  York  in 
1979.”  The  article,  introduced  by 
a  two-inch  cover  headline  asking 
“DID  SEX  CLUB  TRAP  THIS 
BOY?”,  strongly  suggested  a  con¬ 
nection  between  NAMBLA  and 
the  disappearance  of  the  boy,  even 
while  quoting  the  child’s  parents 
as  saying  they  were  unable  to  con¬ 
firm  that  photographs  seized  in 
Wareham  were  of  their  son.  Sim¬ 
ilar  stories  were  picked  up  by  the 
New  York  Post,  and  the 
Associated  Press. 

The  next  day,  the  Herald ,  in  its 
first  day  of  publication  as  a 
Rupert  Murdoch  newspaper,  ran  a 
much  smaller  article  quoting  a 
New  York  City  detective  as  saying 
the  boy’s  parents  “didn’t  think  it 
was  their  boy  and  they  expressed 
some  doubt  they  would  recognize 


him  if  it  was.”  The  New  York 
Post,  also  a  Murdoch  publication, 
ran  an  article  headlined  “PAR¬ 
ENTS  DOUBT  SEX  CLUB 
PHOTO  IS  OF  THEIR  SON.” 

GCN  contacted  Stanley  Patz, 
father  of  the  missing  six-year-old 
Etan  Patz,  by  telephone  on  Tues¬ 
day,  December  21  to  ask  about  the 
photograph. 

“We  don’t  have  any  conclu¬ 
sions,”  Patz  told  GCN.  “The 
police  and  the  FBI  showed  us  a 
photograph,  a  head  shot  of  a  little 
boy,  on  Saturday,  and  my  wife 
and  1  feel  that  it’s  not  Etan.” 

GCN  asked  Patz  if  he  suspected 
his  son’s  disappearance  might  be 
connected  to  the  activities  of 
NAMBLA.  “1  don’t  suspect  any¬ 
thing,”  Patz  replied.  “All  1  know 
is  my  child  has  been  missing  for 
three  and  a  half  years  and  we 
routinely  are  shown  photographs 
of  boys  to  see  if  there  are  any 
possibilities.” 

Asked  if  he  or  his  wife  had  seen 
the  photograph  before  talking  to 
the  Herald  American,  Patz  ex¬ 
pressed  puzzlement. 

“The  Boston  Herald!  1  don’t 
think  we  spoke  to  anyone  from  the 
Boston  Herald  American.  Is  that 
the  scandal  sheet?  Is  that  the  one 
that  was  just  taken  over  by  Mur¬ 
doch?”  Patz  asked.  “It’s  a  scandal 
sheet,  you  shouldn’t  believe  one 
word  that’s  written  in  it.” 


Psychologist  and  Herald  re¬ 
porter  Dr.  Jane  Shaw  maintains 
that  she  did  speak  to  Patz.  “I  talk¬ 
ed  to  him  and  I  talked  to  his  wife 

Arkansas _ 

Continued  from  page  I 
as  well,”  Shaw  told  GCN.  “When 
1  finished  writing  the  article  I  was 
so  concerned  about  accuracy  that 
1  called  the  Patz’s  back  in  New 
York  City  and  1  read  it  to  them 
over  the  telephone,”  she  added. 

GCN  asked  Patz  if  he  thought 
the  police  were  handling  his  son’s 
case  well. 

“In  New  York,  yes.  In  Massa¬ 
chusetts,  no,”  Patz  replied.  “I 
think  that  man  [Wareham  Detec¬ 
tive]  Jack  Russell  has  his  mouth 
open  too  wide  and  1  think  his 
superiors  are  going  to  come  down 
with  all  the  boots  they  can  find  on 
his  head  ....  He’s  clearly  out  of 
line.  It’s  not  what  cops  are  sup¬ 
posed  to  do.  They’re  not  suppos¬ 
ed  to  be  a  public  relations  organ¬ 
ization.  It’s  an  open  police  case. 
They  should  be  keeping  their 
mouths  closed.” 

Repeated  telephone  calls  placed 
by  GCN  to  Russell  and  his  super¬ 
iors  were  not  returned,  but  Ware¬ 
ham  Officer  Arthur  Brightman 
told  GCN  on  Tuesday  that  “the 
photo  has  been  sent  to  New  York. 
Now,  we’re  95  percent  sure  it’s 
him  [Patz],  but  we’re  sending  out 


the  photos  we  have  to  them  for 
comparison  and  what  not.” 

In  response  to  a  question  from 
GCN,  Brightman  said  he  was  una 


lators  said  to  me,  ‘1  didn’t  want  to 
vote  for  that  garbage.’  But  they 
were  chicken  not  to.  If  any  of 
those  people  had  received  two  or 
three  notes  or  phone  calls  from 
constituents  they  would  have  op¬ 
posed  it.  The  same  goes  for  the 
sodomy  law.” 

Since  1980,  the  sodomy  taws  of 
Pennsylvania,  New  York  and  Tex¬ 
as  have  been  eliminated  but 
Arkansas  and  22  other  states  still 
have  similar  prohibitions  on  their 
books.  However,  said  Gordon,  in 
Arkansas  the  legislators  and 
police  “don’t  really  mean  it.” 
“They  don’t  care  what  you  do  as 
long  as  they  can  say  you  are  wrong 
and  it  is  illegal,”  Gordon  said. 
“Legislators  get  together  once  a 
year  a  speak  platitudes  about  the 
wonderful  United  States.  [Back  in 
1977]  someone  must  have  pointed 
out  that  there  were  no  laws  against 
homosexuals  in  their  state,  so  they 
had  to  pass  one.  But  then  they  all 
went  home  and  invited  the  local 
hairdresser  and  the  florist  to  their 
parties  and  said,  ‘Sorry  about  that 
law  but  we  had  to  .  .  .’ 

“If  you  get  up  and  say  you 


ware  of  articles  in  the  Herald  and  the 
New  York  Post  reporting  the  Patzs’ 
doubts  about  the  photograph. 

—  filed  from  Boston  and  New  York 


think  gay  people  are  wonderful, 
you’d  have  the  entire  congrega¬ 
tion  of  the  First  Babtist  Church  up 
in  arms.  But  if  you  and  your  lover 
want  to  show  up  at  the  church 
social  and  discuss  your  recipes  and 
dogs  (because  you  can’t  have  chil¬ 
dren),  they  think,  ‘Aren’t  they  a 
sweet  couple.’  You’re  just  eccen¬ 
tric  to  them.” 

Lemon’s  arrest  was  a  mistake  to 
begin  with,  said  Gordon.  “No  one 
informed  this  brand  new  trooper 
down  there  in  the  park  that  you 
don’t  arrest  people  for  doing  that.’ 

Gordon  and  Kuriaka  both 
noted  that  incidents  of  “queer 
bashing”  are  rare  in  Arkansas. 
“Nobody  bothers  us  because  we 
haven’t  asked  for  anything,”  said 
Kurjiaka.  “We’re  not  a  threat. 
But  I’m  working  against  the  clos- 
etedness  here.  I  can’t  stand  seeing 
people  feel  the  world  will  end  if 
they  come  out  ....  On  the  other 
hand,  look  at  what  happens  when 
you  do  get  visibility.  Look  at  the 
bar  [Blue’s]  in  New  York  and 
other  bars  in  large  cities.” 

—  filed  from  Boston 
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New  York  Bar  Accused  of  Racist  Policies 

Women’s  Concerts  at  Ice  Palace  Cancelled 


By  David  France 
NEW  YORK  —  A  weekly  infor¬ 
mational  picket  against  a  New 
York  gay  bar  for  its  racially  discrim¬ 
inatory  door  policy  has  resulted  in 
the  cancellation  of  a  five-week 
women’s  music  series  at  the  bar. 

The  picket  at  the  Ice  Palace, 
sponsored  by  Black  and  White 
Men  Together  (BWMT)  of  New 


York,  began  in  November  1981 
(see  GCN,  Vol.lO,'No^2).  At  that 
time,  BWMT  conducted  a  dis¬ 
crimination  documentation  test  at 
the  disco  and  found  that  the  bar 
functions  under  what  they  believe 
to  be  a  quota  system.  Blacks,  the 
anti-racist  organization  claims, 
are  admitted  selectively  and  face 
exclusion,  particularly  if  not 


escorted  by  whites.  BWMT  mem¬ 
bers  have  filed  charges  with  the 
New  York  State  Division  of 
Human  Rights  and  have  con¬ 
ducted  an  occasional  picket  line  in 
front  of  the  bar. 

Three  weeks  ago,  after  the  ad¬ 
vertisements  had  already  been 
released  to  the  press,  BWMT 
learned  that  the  Ice  Palace,  along 


New  Yorkers  Prepare 
For  Eleventh  Attempt 
To  Pass  Gay  Rights  Bill 


By  Bob  Nelson 

NEW  YORK  —  For  the  sixth 
time  in  12  years,  the  New  York 
gay  community  is  marshalling  its 
forces  to  pass  a  gay  civil  rights  bill 
for  the  city. 

When  introduced  in  1971  under 
pressure  from  the  now-defunct 
Gay  Activist  Alliance,  the  bill  was 
the  first  of  its  kind  anywhere  in 
the  country,  but  over  40  local  gov¬ 
ernments  and  the  state  of  Wiscon¬ 
sin  have  since  outlawed  discrimin¬ 
ation  on  the  basis  of  sexual  prefer¬ 
ence.  The  current  bill  in  New  York 
would  prohibit  such  discrimination 
in  employment,  public  accomoda- 
.  tions,  housing  and  banking. 

“We  do  think  it  will  be  tough 
sledding,”  said  Carol  Bellamy, 
president  of  the  city  council  and 
the  bill’s  chief  co-sponsor.  In¬ 
deed,  the  gay  civil  rights  bill  has 
been  the  most  perennially  contro¬ 
versial  issue  to  face  the  city  council. 
The  bill  has  been  defeated  on  ten 
different  votes,  in  committee,  on 
discharge  motions  and  once  on  the 
floor  of  the  city  council  in  1974. 

Conservative  religious  groups 
and  the  Policeman’s  Benevolent 
Association,  a  city  police  union, 
have  lead  civic  opposition  to  the 
bill.  Both  majority  leader  Tom 
Cuite  (D-Brooklyn)  and  council 
member  Aileen  Ryan  (D-Bronx) 
have  built  political  reputations  on 
the  obstructionist  role  they  have 
played  against  gay  rights.  Ryan 
chairs  the  general  welfare  commit¬ 
tee,  where  the  gay  rights  bill  is 
usually  referred  and  defeated. 
Cuite  is  notorious  for  backroom 
arm-twisting  that  deprives  the  bill 
of  the  two  or  three  votes  it  needs 
each  year  to  pass. 

Although  gay  lobbying  efforts 
have  created  an  obstinate,  polariz¬ 
ed  opposition,  activists  in  the 
Coalition  for  Lesbian  and  Gay 
Rights  (CLGR)  remain  optimistic 
that  1983  will  be  remembered  as 
the  year  New  York  passed  the  gay 
rights  bill.  “We  have  16  co¬ 
sponsors  this  time  around,  instead 
of  11  last  year,”  noted  Andy 
Humm  of  CLGR.  “And  this  is  the 
first  time  the  bill  is  being  intro¬ 
duced  specificially  at  the  request 
of  the  mayor  and  the  city  comp¬ 
troller.  Governor-elect  Cuomo 
also  issued  a  statement,  the  first 
time  in  history  a  New  York  gover¬ 
nor  has  supported  a  gay  rights  bill. 

Although  the  backing  of  the 
mayor  and  the  city  comptroller 
are  simple  formalities,  it  is  possi¬ 
ble  that  some  city  council  mem¬ 
bers  will  be  impressed  by  the  lob¬ 
bying  that  produced  the  endorse¬ 
ments.  But  CLGR  press  releases 
specify  that  “at  least  18  co¬ 
sponsors”  would  introduce  the 
bill,  a  figure  the  organizers  appar¬ 
ently  were  unable  to  attain.  In  the 
45-member  city  council,  the  bill 
will  need  23  votes  to  pass. 

More  important,  however,  is 
the  fact  that  the  current  council  is 
the  product  of  the  first  local  elec¬ 
tion  held  to  fill  council  seats  in 
three  years.  In  September  1981, 
the  Justice  Department  ruled  that 
a  reapportionment  plan  for  coun¬ 
cil  districts  submitted  after  the 
1980  census  did  not  fairly  repre¬ 
sent  racial  minorities.  A  federal 
court  later  ruled  that  the  election 


of  ten  council  members  as  at-large 
borough  delegates  was  unconstitu¬ 
tional  because  it  violated  the  “one 
man,  one  vote”  rule.  While  the 
problem  of  the  at-large  council 
members  remains  unresolved, 
council  elections  were  held  in 
newly-redrawn  districts  this 
November  with  the  addition  of 
seven  new  council  members  and 
the  possibility  of  several  new 
“yes”  votes  for  the  bill. 

“I  have  a  gut  feeling  we  can 
pass  it  this  time  around,”  said 
council  member  Robert  Steingut, 
a  Democratic  at-large  member 
from  Brooklyn,  at  a  strategy  ses¬ 
sion  with  gay  and  lesbian  leaders 
on  November  18.  Both  council 
members  and  gay  activists  specu¬ 
lated  that  re-elected  majority  lead¬ 
er  Tom  Cuite  might  drop  his  op¬ 
position  to  the  bill  under  pressure 
from  Brooklyn  Democratic  leader 
Meade  Esposito,  whohasattended 
gay  functions  such  as  the  Human 
Rights  Campaign  Fund  Dinner 
last  September.  Since  Esposito 
reportedly  provided  campaign 
funds  for  Cuite  to  fight  off  reform 
challenger  Steve  DiBrienza,  activ¬ 
ists  thought  Esposito  might  have 
some  leverage  over  Cuite’s  posi¬ 
tion  on  gay  rights.  Yet  others 
point  out  that  both  Mayor  Koch 
and  Carol  Bellamy  supported  Cuite 
for  re-election  and  that  Cuite  has 
been  impervious  to  lobbying  from 
any  source  in  the  past. 

Much  of  the  planning  that  has 
gone  on  around  the  gay  rights  bill 
has  been  devoted  to  lobbying  tac¬ 
tics  that  might  be  pursued  to  con¬ 
vince  recalcitrant  members  to  vote 
for  gay  rights.  In  past  years,  even 
co-sponsors  of  the  bill  have  been 
known  to  vote  against  it  at  the  last 
minute,  demonstrating  the  need 
for  community  organizing  in 
individual  districts.  But  CLGR 
has  avoided  rallies  or  demonstra¬ 
tions  in  members’  home  districts 
on  the  theory  that  to  raise  the 
issue  in  the  conservative  outer 
boroughs  could  provoke  a  back¬ 
lash.  “It’s  a  tactic  that  can  easily 
backfire,”  said  city  comptroller 
Harrison  J.  Goldin  at  another 
strategy  session  on  December  15. 
“I  would  not  recommend  it.” 

Instead,  gay  Democratic  clubs 
in  Manhattan,  Brooklyn,  the 
Bronx  and  Queens  have  tried  to 
mobilize  their  memberships  to 
phone  or  write  their  council  mem¬ 
bers  on  the  issue.  Gay  Democratic 
district  leader  Gary  Deane  of 
Brooklyn  and  Ethan  Geto  of  the 
public  relations  firm  of  Geto  & 
DeMilly  said  at  the  November  18 
meeting  that  they  had  each  con¬ 
tacted  two  of  the  newly-elected 
council  members.  Those  members 
reportedly  said  they  would  be  will¬ 
ing  to  vote  for  the  bill  as  long  as 
there  was  no  advance  mention  of 
their  vote. 

Although  the  city’s  gay  com¬ 
munity  has  been  gearing  up  for 
another  political  season,  it  is 
unlikely  the  bill  will  come  to  a 
vote  before  March.  The  gay  civil 
rights  bill  was  formally  introduced 
on  December  14  but  it  must  “age” 
30  days  before  consideration  by 
the  general  welfare  committee. 


will 

next 


not  be 
council 


whose  membership 
known  before  the 
meeting  on  January  5.  A  period  of 
60  days  will  then  be  alloted  for 
testimony  on  the  bill,  which  is 
likely  to  draw  the  same  crowd  of 
pro-family  and  anti-abortionist 
groups  on  the  right  side  of  the 
council  chambers  and  gay  and 
feminist  activists  on  the  left  side 
that  have  attended  year  after  year. 

At  a  press  conference  held  on 
December  16  to  announce  the 
bill’s  introduction,  there  was  no 
shortage  of  optimism.  “It’s  a 
known  fact  that  a  substantial  por¬ 
tion  of  the  city  of  New  York  is  gay 
or  lesbian  and  now  those  people 
are  becoming  active,”  said  Ruth 
Messinger,  (D-Manhattan),  who 
has  served  as  the  bill’s  chief  co¬ 
sponsor  in  past  years.  Added 
Carol  Bellamy  to  a  question  from 
a  CBS/Channel  2  news  reporter, 
“Public  sentiment  has  never  been 
dramatically  against  the  bill.  If  you 
ask  people  about  what’s  on  their 
mind,  they’ll  tell  you  it’s  the  sub¬ 
ways,  garbage,  crime.  I  don’t  see 
any  dramatic  anti  feeling  this  year.’ 


with  Lisa  Vogel  of  the  Michigan 
Women’s  Music  Festival,  was  pro¬ 
ducing  a  month-long  series  of 
women’s  concerts.  “It  seemed  to 
us,”  said  Henry  Weimhoff,  co¬ 
chair  of  BWMT’s  political  action 
committee,  “that  the  Ice  Palace 
was  attempting  two  things:  that  it 
was  trying  to  offer  something  new 
to  New  York,  namely  women’s 
music,  in  an  attempt  to  recover 
from  the  bad  press  that  it  has 
rightfully  gotten  since  we  began 
picketing,  and  it  was  also  trying  to 
capitalize  on  the  loss  of  two  of  the 
women’s  bars  here,”  which  have 
recently  had  their  liquor  licenses 
revoked  (see  GCN ,  Vol.10.No  11). 
“And  we  felt  it  incumbent  on  us 
to  reiterate  the  issue  of  the  bar’s 
racism  to  the  potential  new 
clientele.” 

The  leaflets,  which  they  began 
distributing  on  the  second  night  of 
the  concerts,  recounted  the  his¬ 
tory  of  the  struggle  with  the  bar 
and  called  the  series  an  “effort  to 
smokescreen  racism.”  It  request¬ 
ed  that,  “like  those  who  lend  tacit 
support  to  apartheid  by  per¬ 
forming  in  South  Africa,  we  ask 
the  musicians,  singers  and  pat- 
trons  to  not  patronize  the  Ice 
Palace  while  its  management 
refuses  to  acknowledge  and 
change  its  racist  policies.” 

During  a  concert  by  Black  per¬ 
former  Linda  Tillery,  on  the  first 
night,  nearly  half  of  the  women 
who  came  to  hear  the  concert 
chose  not  to  enter.  When  Deuce, 
an  all-white  band,  performed  the 
following  week,  more  than  a  third 
of  their  fans  supported  the  boy¬ 
cott  by  not  going  in.  The  rest  of 
the  series,  including  performances 
by  IBIS,  a  Black  group,  and  the 
Harp  Band,  a  white  group,  were 
then  cancelled  by  the  bar’s 
management,  according  to  the 
performers. 

“None  of  us  had  any  ideas  of 


the  boycott  when  we  signed  our 
contracts,”  said  Jean  Feinberg, 
co-leader  of  Deuce.  “The  last 
thing  that  we  wanted  to  do  was  to 
play  in  a  club  with  racist 
policies.”  she  said.  Similar  state¬ 
ments  were  voiced  by  most  of  the 
other  bands  reached  by  GCN  for 
comment. 

Speaking  for  promoter  Lisa 
Vogel,  who  was  unavailable  for 
comment,  Konda  Mason  said  that 
neither  she  nor  Vogel  had  been 
aware  of  the  BWMT  action  when 
they  signed  their  contract.  “Our 
stance  is  this,”  she  said, 
“whatever  the  things  they’ve  done 
in  the  past  in  terms  of  discrimin¬ 
ation,  1  have  no  question  about. 
But  we  decided  that  if  it  is  change 
that  we  want  to  make,  then  Lisa 
and  me  going  in  there  and  taking 
control  of  Wednesday  nights,  and 
making  it  very  clear  that  there  will 
be  no  racist  policies,  will  bring 
about  those  changes.” 

Misgivings  were  raised  concern¬ 
ing  BWMT’s  actions.  Most  per¬ 
plexing  to  the  women  in  atten¬ 
dance  was  the  question  of  boycot¬ 
ting  the  performances  of  commu¬ 
nity  artists.  “This  is  where  Lisa 
and  1  disagreed  with  what  the 
demonstrators’  stance  was,”  said 
Mason,  who  is  also  a  member  of 
IBIS,  one  of  the  groups  which  was 
cancelled.  “For  them  to  boycott  a 
mid-week  women’s  performance 
is  not  going  to  close  the  club 
down.  It  is  the  individual  artists 
who  are  losing  here,  because  there 
are  very  few  places  in  the  city  that 
will  pay  a  woman  artist  to  play. 

“Our  intent  was  not  to  close 
down  the  series  nor  to  injure  the 
individuals  and  groups  who  had 
contracted  with  the  Ice  Palace,” 
said  BWMT’s  Wiemhoff.  He  add¬ 
ed  that  his  organization  is  currently 
investigating  alternative  spaces  for 
the  affected  groups  to  perform. 


Rural  Ohio  Sex  Busts, 
Local  Media  Coverage 
Anger  Gay  Community 


By  David  Morris 

LANCASTER,  OH  —  Gay  resi¬ 
dents  of  this  area  are  angry  about 
the  recent  arrests  of  60  men  at  a 
highway  rest  stop  on  sex  charges 
and  about  the  extensive  coverage  of 
the  arrests  in  the  local  news  media, 
but  their  anger  has  not  found  an 
outlet  in  organized  protest. 

The  arrests,  which  occurred  bet¬ 
ween  November  22  and  December 
3,  followed  a  two-week  investiga¬ 
tion  at  a  rest  stop  on  Route  33  in 
rural  Fairfield  County,  just  south¬ 
east  of  Columbus,  during  which 
eight  deputy  sheriffs  used  video 
cameras  and  concealed  micro¬ 
phones  to  record  the  activities  of 
the  men  there.  Sixty  men,  ranging 
in  age  from  19  to  68,  were  arrested 
on  charges  of  sexual  imposition, 
public  indecency  and  importuning. 

An  official  in  the  sheriff’s  of¬ 
fice  told  GCN  the  investigation 
was  begun  after  several  cases  of 
assault  and  armed  robbery  and 
complaints  about  sexual  activity 
at  the  rest  stop.  An  article  in  the 
Columbus  Dispatch  quotes  Fair- 
field  County  Sheriff  Jim  Peck  as 
saying  that  allowing  sexual  activ¬ 
ity  to  continue  there  could  lead  to 
“homocides  or  shootings.”  The 
official  told  GCN  that  the  sexual 
activity  and  the  assaults  and  rob¬ 
beries  were  “all  intertwined  in 
there  somewhere”  but  that  the 
only  arrests  had  been  for  sex. 

In  response  to  requests  from 
Sheriff  Peck,  all  three  Columbus 
television  stations  and  both  major 
newspapers  gave  lengthy  coverage 
to  the  arrests.  An  article  in  the 
Dispatch  listed  the  names,  ages, 


addresses  and  places  of  employ¬ 
ment  of  the  60  men,  including  a 
pressman  for  the  Dispatch. 

Twenty-five  of  the  men  who 
pleaded  guilty  and  28  who  pleaded 
no  contest  were  found  guilty  in 
Lancaster  Municipal  Court  and 
given  fines  of  up  to  $500,  suspend¬ 
ed  sentences  of  up  to  60  days  and 
probation  of  up  to  four  years.  The 
remaining  seven  men,  who  entered 
not  guilty  pleas,  are  awaiting  hear¬ 
ings. 

Public  statements  by  gay  activ¬ 
ists  and  a  number  of  letters  to  the 
editor  of  the  Dispatch  have  critic¬ 
ized  the  paper’s  coverage  of  the 
arrests.  Craig  Covey  of  Stonewall 
Union,  who  called  the  coverage 
“overkill,”  is  quoted  in  the 
Dispatch  as  saying,  “I  don’t  like 

Confiscation- 

Continued  from  page  I 
eluding  La  Cage  aux  Folles,  Vic¬ 
tor  Victoria,  and  Persona!  Best. 

Phillips  added,  however,  that 
he  thinks  it  was  the  homosexual 
theme  of  Taxi,  as  described  in  the 
theater’s  October  flyer,  that  snag¬ 
ged  the  attention  of  Barnard  and 
Carawan  in  the  first  place. 

Jim  Early,  a  writer  for  Our 
own,  believes  that  the  confiscation 
is  entirely  motivated  by  homo¬ 
phobia.  “Barnard  and  Carawan 
betrayed  this  fact  when  they  wrote 
in  the  affidavit  that  the  film  show¬ 
ed  ‘a  shameful,  morbid  interest  in 
homosexual  love  affairs.’  Can  you 
imagine  them  saying  the  same  thing 
about  heterosexual  love  affairs?’ 

Contacted  by  GCN,  Carawan 
refused  to  comment  about  whether 


the  idea  that  if  you  are  using  a 
roadside  rest  you  run  the  risk  of 
being  filmed.  1  think  some  inno¬ 
cent  people  were  spied  upon.  1 
find  the  whole  idea  appalling.” 

Little  has  been  said  in  public 
about  the  arrests  themselves.  “We 
were  afraid  to  be  seen  defending 
public  sex,”  Covey  later  told 
GCN.  “In  Columbus  we  haven’t 
gotten  that  far  yet.” 

In  a  press  release,  Bryan 
Knedler,  public  relations  chair  of 
the  Ohio  State  University  Gay 
Alliance,  wrote,  “Gay  community 
members  seem  divided  over  a  re¬ 
sponse.  Some  people  feel  that  the 
men  deserve  to  be  arrested  while 
others  are  outraged  over  the  en¬ 
trapment  and  published  names.” 

—  filed  from  Boston 


it  is  to  the  homosexuality  per  se 
that  he  objects  in  the  film.  He  did 
criticize  the  film,  however:  “It’s  a 
piece  of  trash.  I  don’t  think  it  has 
any  artistic  merit  at  all.” 

Tilley  said  that  the  censorship  in 
Norfolk  surprised  him  because  the 
film  has  played  without  incident 
in  locales  less  cosmopolitan  than 
Norfolk,  which  has  a  population 
of  over  a  million.  Significantly, 
most  of  the  bookings  were  in  col¬ 
lege  towns,  he  said. 

Now  in  the  15th  month  of  its 
release  in  the  U.S.,  the  film  is 
“doing  quite  well,”  Tilley  said. 

Taxi’s  second  showing  in  Vir¬ 
ginia  is  scheduled  for  February  1 
to  3  in  Charlottesville,  said  Tilley. 
“I  may  regret  having  booked  it 
there.” 

—  filed  from  Boston 
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Community  Voices - 

The  GCN  staff  wishes  everyone  a  Happy  New  Year. 
Over  the  next  six  months,  we  will  be  bringing  you 
special  features,  projects,  and  nifty  things  to  do  to 
celebrate  our  tenth  anniversary  year  with  us.  It  has  been 
a  tough  year,  but  we  are  coming  out  of  it  stronger  and 
better  than  ever  before.  We  are  taking  a  week  off  (so 
this  paper  has  to  last  you  for  two  weeks)  but  we’ll  see 
yon  in  1983! 


seizures 

Dear  GCN  AND  GCN  Readers, 

1  wish  to  commend  Maida  Tilchen  on  her  arti¬ 
cle  on  Gays  and  Epilepsy:  as  an  epileptic  involved 
in  active  research  on  the  subject,  I  have  never  seen 
a  more  straight-forward,  broad-in-scope  piece  of 
writing  on  the  difficulties  one  may  encounter  in 
working  with  this  disability. 

And  a  person  with  "behavioral”  seizures,  1  was 
pleased  to  see  seizures  described  as  varying 
“forms  of  behavior  that  occur,”  rather  than  as 
the  sometimes  frightening  descriptions  one  may 
find  in  the  standard  literature  (of  major  convul¬ 
sions,  of  “viscious”  attacks,  etc.).  Perhaps  the 
next  time  I  am  faced  with  seeking  aid  from  the 
medical/social  establishment  I  will  not  be  faced 
with  attempting  to  explain,  at  a  time  when  my 
language  is  jumbled  or  incoherent,  that  such  a 
clinical  picture  is  a  seizure,  time-limited,  and  that 
hospitalization  or  commitment  on  the  basis  of 
psychiatric  diagnosis  is  unwarranted. 

The  common  medical/psychiatric/behavioral 
stigma,  officially  removed  from  both  the  gay  and 
epileptic  communities  in  recent  years  may  seem 
one  of  the  strongest  bonds  in  issues.  In  fact,  a 
proportion  of  epileptics  experience  alternate  or 
alternating  sexual  preference  in  association  with 
their  seizures. 

Having  to  deal  with  differences  in  others  is 
something  society  as  a  whole  is  notoriously  poor 
at;  feeling  “different,”  or  “intermittently  dif- 
ferent”makes  it  doubly  difficult  for  those  of  us 
feeling  the  burden  of  such  stigma  to  share  our 
strengths,  to  even  examine  what  the  idea  of  con¬ 
trol  (on  every  level)  means  for  each  of  us  in¬ 
dividually. 

Again,  congratulations  to  Ms.  Tilchen  for 
looking  at  what  epilepsy  can  feel  like,  as  well  as 
for  raising  in  public  the  question  of  control. 
Sincerely, 

Dorchester,  MA 


double  standard 

Dear  GCN, 

The  recent  Speaking  Out  editorial  entitled  Mid¬ 
dle  East  was  very  disturbing.  It  contained  misin¬ 
formation  about  middle  east  history  and  seemed 
to  clearly  endorse  a  double  standard  which  has 
been  used  to  oppress  Jews.  It  erroneously  identi¬ 
fied  the  PLO  with  lofty  ideals  of  justice  and 
equality  and  states  that  Palestine  was  a  nation 
peopled  for  thousands  of  years.  It  attacks  Zion¬ 
ism  as  pro-imperialist.  On  the  contrary,  the  facts 
are  that  Zionism  aimed  to  restore  the  land  of 
Israel  to  the  Jewish  nation  which  had  been  dispos¬ 
sessed  from  the  land  by  imperial  Rome.  Zionism 
sought  to  provide  equality  in  the  community  of 
nations  for  Jews.  In  contrast,  the  PLO’s  National 
Covenent  calls  for  the  destruction  of  the  state  of 
Isreal  and  promises  a  secular  state  of  Jews  and 
Arabs,  something  the  Arabs  have  never  put  into 
practice  in  any  Arab  land.  Fanatic  Islamic  funda¬ 
mentalism  sweeps  the  Arab  world  and  oppresses 
Jews  and  for  that  matter  homosexuals.  No 
Palestine  Arab  nation  ever  existed  independently 
in  Palestine  and  during  the  years  when  Arabs  con¬ 
trolled  a  good  part  of  the  land  (the  West  Bank), 
no  Palestine  was  created.  Palestinian  nationalism 
was  created  after  Zionism. Nevertheless,  two 
points  must  be  recognized:  Arab  people  have  liv- . 
ed  in  the  land  and  have  rights  to  self- 
determination,  and  Palestinian  nationalism  is  a 
reality  of  today.  A  solution  must  be  achieved 
which  provides  for  Jewish  and  Arab  self- 
determination.  Endorsing  the  PLO  however 
denies  Jewish  rights  to  an  independent  state  while 
the  Arabs  have  20  states.  To  deny  the  Jewish  peo¬ 
ple  equal  national  rights  is  anti-Semitic  (criticiz¬ 
ing  Israeli  policies  is  not). 

Finally,  I  feel  that  CCA  cannot  do  justice  to  this 
topic.  As  a  Gay  and  Lesbian  paper,  it  should  focus 
on  those  issues.  Occasional  editorials  by  unin¬ 
formed  individuals  on  unrelated  topics  is  poor 
journalism  and  very  alienating  to  your  readership. 
Yours  truly, 

Aryen  Engel 
Boston 


hidden  disability 

Dear  GCN, 

Thanks  to  you  and  Maida  Tilchen  for  the  arti¬ 
cle  on  hidden  disabilities  (“Gays  and  Epilepsy,” 
December  11,  1982).  Hidden  disability  (people 
with  heart  problems,  epilepsy,  orthopedic  prob¬ 
lems,  allergies,  chronic  and  degenerative  diseases, 
etc.)  is  a  lot  more  common  than  most  people 
think.  The  gay  and  women’s  communities  need  to 
both  explore  our  feelings  and  attitudes  toward 
disability  and  illness,  and  to  listen  and  learn  from 
those  of  us  who  are  struggling  with  these  issues. 
Awareness  and  accessability  do  not  just  mean 
wheelchair  ramps  and  a  signer. 

Some  thoughts  on  what  awareness  and  accessa¬ 
bility  do  mean  — 

One  of  the  biggest  problems,  obviously,  in  hav¬ 
ing  a  hidden  disability  is  that  other  people  can’t 
readily  know  what  our  special  needs  are.  So  we’ve 
got  to  ask  and  explain  a  lot.  Some  of  this  is  un¬ 
avoidable,  but  when  someone  tells  you  something 
he  or  she  needs.  (“I  can’t  eat  sugar”;  “Would 
you  lift  this?”)  don’t  question  why.  It’s  struggle 
enough  to  get  our  needs  met  without  having  to 
justify  or  provie  over  and  over  why  we  need  what 
we  need.  On  the  same  vein,  try  not  to  make 
assumptions  about  why  someone’s  doing  some¬ 
thing.  (To  someone  eating  special  foods,  “Oh,  so 
you’re  gonna  lose  some  weight,  huh?”;  to  some¬ 
one  lying  down,  “Tired  out?  Well  just  don’t  go  to 
sleep  on  me !  ”)  The  same  goes  when  you  see  a  per¬ 
son  who  doesn’t  look  disabled  using  special  fac¬ 
ilities.  At  the  Michigan  Music  Festival,  a  friend  of 
mine  with  a  heart  problem  got  glared  at  re¬ 
peatedly  for  using  a  toilet  for  disabled  women. 
She  joked  sarcastically  about  wearing  a  sign 
around  her  neck  saying,  “Really,  my  heart  isn’t 
good.  I’ll  turn  blue  if  you  make  me  walk  'A  of  a 
mile  to  piss.”  For  most  of  us,  limitations  fluctu¬ 
ate,  whether  by  feeling  better  at  cerain  times  of 
the  day,  or  monthly  or  seasonally,  or  just 
randomly.  So  many  times  we’re  judged  by  other 
people’s  ideas  of  our  limitations  (“Well,  last 
night  he  danced  and  partied,  so  how  come  now  he 
needs  to  be  in  a  quiet  smoke-free  place?”).  A  lot 


lvmiiup" . 

Gay  Community  News  is  looking 
for  a  Promotions  Manager  to 
spearhead  our  subscription  and 
bookstore  promotion,  along  with 
other  projects.  Experience  in 
promotions  important,  as  well  as 
commitment  to  feminism  and  social 
change.  Low  salary,  health  in¬ 
surance,  paid  vacation.  Inquiries  to 
Cindy  at  GCN,  426-4469. 


of  this  boils  down  to  really  trusting  that  a  person 
with  a  disability  or  illness  knows  his  or  her  limita¬ 
tions  better  than  you  can. 

It’s  important  to  question  the  assumptions  that 
lie  beneath  ableist  attitudes  and  actions. 
(Stephanie  Sugars  has  done  this  wonderfully  in 
her  article,  “Illness  in  Our  Community:  My  Body 
as  Other,”  Common  Lives/Lesbian  Lives,  No. 
5).  Many  of  the  oppressive  assumptions  people 
make  stem  from  fear.  It’s  scary  to  see  people 
struggling  with  physical  limitations;  they  are 
harsh  reminders  of  our  own  physical  vulnerabil¬ 
ities.  Our  gut  reaction  is  often,  “My  god,  that 
could  happen  to  me.”  One  of  the  ways  a  lot  of 
people  deny  this  fear  is  by  blaming  the  person 
with  the  disability.  And  one  of  the  most  fashion¬ 
able  ways  to  blame  these  days  is  under  the  vestiges 
of  the  New  Age:  Have  you  taken  your  vitamins? 
Dealt  with  your  emotional  shit?  Exercised,  visua¬ 
lized,  screamed  your  primal  fears,  seen  this  doc¬ 
tor?  You  haven’t?  (Sign  of  relief)  Well,  that  must 
be  why  you’re  not  well.  By  seeing  the  problem  as 
an  individual’s  we  avoid  dealing  with  the  painful 
reality  that  we  can’t  completely  control  our 
health.  Another  way  we  deny  our  fear  is  through 
pity.  If  you  find  yourself  pitying  someone  (“That 
poor  woman,  sick  for  five  years,  so  young,  so 
beautiful  .  .  .”),  think  about  where  your  pity  is 
coming  from  (“Shit,  I  could  never  deal  with  feel¬ 
ing  sick  all  the  time.  I’d  freak  out”),  and  realize 
that  your  feelings  and  fears  have  little  do  do  with 
her.  You  don’t  know  how  she  feels  about  her  life 
or  how  she  deals  with  her  illness. 

Our  culture,  and  certainly  the  women’s  com¬ 
munity,  has  glorified  fitness  to  the  point  where 
it’s  all  too  easy  to  equate  physical  strength  with 
inner  strength.  We  need  to  question  our  ideas 
about  what  health  is  about,  what’s  “equal”  and 
“fair,”  about  what  stregnth  is,  and  about  the 
ways  in  which  we  shut  people  out. 

Sincerely, 

Kiki  Zeldes 
Somerville,  MA 
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MA  02111. 


i  IOO 

Join  the  GCN  0  I 

Remember — all  Sustainer  pledges  for  1982  are  applied  directly  towards 
raising  staff  salaries  by  $15  come  January!  Help  us  ring  in  the  New  Year 
with  a  special  gift  to  the  hard-working  and  poorly  paid  GCN  staff  who  will 
do  so  much  to  brighten  1983  for  all  of  us  during  each  week  of  the  year! 


THE  GCN  SUSTAINER  PROGRAM 

;  □  YES,  I/We  would  like  to  become  a  GCN  sustainer  and  help  to 

build  a  Financially  Stronger  GCN. 

I/We  pledge  to  contribute 

□  $120  □  $180  □  $240 

□  $360  □  $420  □  $480 

|  □  $300  □  $540  □ _ 

I  The  number  of  installments  to  be  made  to  fullfill  this  pledge  is  . . . 
j  □  one  □  two  □  four 

J  name  _ _ 

\  address  _  ! 

•  Please  enclose  first  installment  with  this  mailing. 

|  •  All  individual  sustainers  names  will  be  kept  strictly  confidential, 
j  •  If  the  sustainer  is  a  group  or  organization,  may  we  publish  your 
j  name  in  our  sustainer  newsletter?  □  yes  □  no. 

•  Your  comments  are  welcome;  please  enclose  with  this  coupon. 
ljdaiJ_to:^GCN^su Stainers^ ^S^Tremont^ St .JSth  fl.,  Boston,  MA  02111 
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The  1982  GCN  Sustainer  Program  Committee  Report 

By  Eric  E.  Rofes,  Chairperson,  Sustainer  Program  Committee 


1982  has  become  a  landmark  year  in  GCN’s  history  —  with  many  surprises  for  GCN's 
readers,  staff  and  membership.  This  year’s  recap  includes  our  tragic  July  fire  which  robbed 
us  of  our  beloved  Bromfield  Street  home,  our  subsequent  move  to  our  current  offices 
overlooking  the  Boston  Common,  the  purchasing  of  our  own  typesetting  equipment,  and 
several  important  changes  in  key  staff  positions.  One  of  the  highlights  of  our  1982  work  at 
GCN  which  was,  in  fact,  not  a  surprise,  was  the  launching  of  our  GCN  Sustainer  Program, 
intended  to  encourage  readers  to  make  substantial  financial  donations  to  the  paper.  After 
six  months  of  intra-paper  debate  and  discussion,  and  approving  vo'es  from  the  staff, 
membership  and  Board  of  Directors,  we  launched  the  program  in  March,  just  nine  months 
ago.  We  placed  the  appropriate  publicity  in  the  paper,  set-up  the  requisite  systems  of 
record-keeping,  and  hoped  for  the  best.  The  support  of  our  readers  has  been,  one  might 
say,  even  more  than  we  had  hoped.  We  have  been  amazed  at  the  success  of  this  program. 

Our  goal  for  the  year  was  to  raise  pledges  of  $12,000  from  100  individuals  and  organiza¬ 
tions  who  would  make  regular  financial  installments  to  satisfy  their  pledge.  With  2  weeks 
left  in  1982,  we  have  received  pledges  of  over  $15,000  from  97  individuals  and  organiza¬ 
tions.  We  have  already  received  over  $12,000  of  the  pledged  monies  and  are  happy  to  an¬ 
nounce  that,  due  to  the  success  of  the  program,  we  are  able  to  apply  the  money  to  our 
priority  item  in  our  expense  budget:  increasing  staff  salaries.  As  of  the  first  week  of  1983, 
GCN  full-time  staff  members  will  receive  an  increase  in  pay  of  $  1 5  a  week ,  bringing  salaries 
from  $120  to  $135  a  week  (before  taxes).  Our  part-time  salaried  staff  member  will  receive  a 
comparable  increase,  and  we  have  also  been  able  to  provide  the  staff  with  special,  end-of- 
year  cash  gifts. 

The  success  of  the  Sustainer  Program  has  made  all  of  this  possible.  When  so  many  of  our 
overhead  expenses  have  jumped  inordinately  and  unexpectedly  this  year  (postage,  paper, 
office  rental),  it  again  would  have  been  impossible  to  grant  the  staff  a  salary  increase  if  we 
had  not  inititated  this  program  and  committed  its  funds  to  this  budget  item.  Because  we 
kept  the  funds  for  this  program  invested  in  a  special  Sustainer  Program  account,  and 
because  all  of  us  at  the  paper  were  fully  committed  to  the  goals  of  the  program,  the  pro¬ 
gram  funds  were  neither  used  nor  “borrowed”  by  our  day-to-day  operations  budget  — 
even  during  the  difficult  days  following  the  fire.  Furthermore,  the  Sustainer  Program 
Committee,  in  conjunction  with  the  Board  of  GCN  decided  in  the  spring  to  attempt  to  keep 
program  expenses  below  the  budgeted  $3,000.  With  a  lot  of  effort,  volunteer  time,  and 
donations  of  all  kinds  of  materials,  expenses  for  this  program  —  including  our  recent  First 
Annual  Sustainer  Program  Party  —  were  less  than  $500.  The  extra  $2,500  saved  from  the 
expense  budget  allowed  us  to  provide  for  weekly  increases  for  our  new  staff  typesetter  who 
came  on  staff  after  our  initial  budgetting,  as  well  as  the  end-of-year  cash  gifts  to  the 
salaried  staff  members.  Thus  the  generousity  of  the  Sustainers  and  the  hard  work  of  the 


GCN  membership  together  made  this  program  a  success. 

Many  people  seem  curious  about  what  kind  of  person  becomes  a  GCN  Sustainer.  On 
looking  over  our  confidential  Sustainer  list,  we  can  report  some  statistics  for  our  first  year 
of  attracting  the  “GCN  100”  (or  the  “GCN  97”,  as  it  currently  stands).  Of  the  individuals 
and  couples  who  have  become  Sustainers  there  are  slightly  more  men  than  women  (47-39), 
with  several  individuals  possessing  androgynous  names  which  we  cannot  tag  with  a  gender. 
Six  organizations  have  become  Sustainers:  the  East  End  Gay  Organization  on  Long  Island, 
Louisiana  Sissies  in  Struggle,  Gay  Harvard  Alumni,  Dignity — Boston,  the  Northampton 
Law  Collective,  and  the  Lesbian  and  Gay  Task  Force  of  June  12th  Organizing  Committee, 
as  well  as  several  “households”  and  collectives. 

Perhaps  what  was  most  interesting  was  to  meet  many  of  the  Sustainers  at  our  recent 
party  and  to  find  that  many  of  the  Sustainers  do  not  have  large  incomes  and  contribute  to 
GCN  at  some  personal  sacrifice  because  of  their  commitment  to  maintaining  this  weekly 
source  of  news.  Certainly  some  of  our  Sustainers  have  considerable  incomes,  but  one  local 
household  budgeted  into  their  monthly  budget  their  Sustainer  donation.  These  Sustainers 
attending  our  party  were  all  local  Boston  area  people,  but  we  have  Sustainers  in  23  states 
(including  such  far-off  locales  as  California,  Alaska,  Washington,  Minnesota  and  Guam!). 
Finally,  it  was  gratifying  to  find  that  several  people  in  the  GCN  Membership  are  Sustainers 
and,  in  addition  to  their  work  writing,  stuffing  papers,  doing  lay-out  or  design,  or  many  of 
the  other  tasks  that  result  in  the  issuance  of  our  weekly  paper,  they  contribute  money  as  well. 

During  GCN's  vacation,  the  Sustainer  Program  Committee  will  begindiscussing  goals 
for  1983.  We  know  that  we  would  like  to  maintain  our  current  97  Sustainers  and  hopefully 
attract  many  more  people  and  organizations  towards  making  this  financial  commitment  to 
the  paper.  We  are  uncertain  as  to  the  priorities  of  our  additional  income  over  the  next  year. 
Staff  salaries  continue  to  be  a  primary  priority  for  all  of  us  at  GCN  and  our  first  100  Sus¬ 
tainers  each  year  will  continue  to  maintain  the  $15  a  week  salary  increase.  We  are  consider¬ 
ing  other  priorities  which  have  been  discussed  at  the  paper  over  recent  years  —  including 
expansion  to  a  20  page  paper  each  week  (with  accompanying  increases  in  local  and  national 
coverage),  payment  to  writers  and  artists,  and  an  investment  in  major  promotions.  We  ex¬ 
pect  to  have  these  issues  worked  through  sometime  early  in  1983  and  announce  the  priorites 
of  our  continuing  program  at  that  time. 

Until  then,  know  that  there  are  2  weeks  left  in  our  1982  program  and  we  need  three  more 
Sustainers  to  reach  our  goal.  (Please!)  The  program  is  solid  and  successful  and  we  are  look¬ 
ing  for  new  ways  to  attract  additional  Sustainers  in  1983.  To  all  who  helped  this  year  — 
Program  Committee  members,  Sustainers,  staff  and  board  of  GCN  —  go  a  great  deal  of 
thanks  for  building  a  financially  stronger  GCN  in  1982! 


Community  Voices - 

swim  coach  sex  and  fascism  quick  dismissal 


Dear  Friends: 

The  recent  Globe  article  about  the  sentencing 
of  Miller  Malcom,  a  Y  swim  coach,  for  sexual  act¬ 
ivity  with  an  11 -year-old  boy,  revealed  deep  and 
unfortunate  misconceptions  both  about  sex  and 
about  the  abuse  of  children.  The  judge  in  the 
case,  upon  the  advice  of  a  psychiatrist  paid  by  the 
prosecution,  deemed  the  prison  sentence  necess¬ 
ary  so  that  the  boy  would  not  suffer  guilt  about 
the  incident  and  would  see  that  society  had  pun¬ 
ished  the  man  because  the  boy  could  not  have 
consented  to  sexual  activity.  Of  the  fifteen  or  so 
studies  of  cases  involving  sexual  activity  between 
men  and  boys,  not  one  has  found  any  lasting 
trauma  due  to  sex  itself.  Only  three  of  the  studies 
have  found  any  lasting  trauma  whatsoever  con¬ 
nected  to  the  sex  acts.  Several  of  the  studies,  how¬ 
ever,  point  out  extreme  and  lasting  trauma  —  in¬ 
cluding  the  result  of  sexual  disfunciton  —  due  to 
hysterical  intervention  by  parents,  social  work¬ 
ers  —  and  —  especially  —  police.  In  fact,  many 
boys  who  were  induced  to  testify  in  such  cases, 
have  suffered  guilt  about  the  long  prison  senten¬ 
ces  endured  by  men  whom  they  had  known  only 
to  be  loving  friends.  Several  such  boys,  known  to 
me  personally,  have  attempted  or  actually  com¬ 
mitted  suicide.  In  this  case,  Mr.  Malcom  had 
given  a  great  deal  of  care  and  affection  to  a  boy 
who  had  been  cruelly  and  violently  abused  by  his 
own  father.  Since  no  evidence  was  given  of  coer¬ 
cion  or  misuse  of  authority  to  receive  sexual 
favors,  it  is  quite  likely  that  the  boy  was  as  much 
responsible  for  the  sexual  activity  as  the  man. 
What  gross  and  hideous  tragedy  was  the  out¬ 
come?  That  sex  was  involved?  Sex  —  we  are  told 
—  is  healthy  and  good  and  natural.  That  this  was 
homosexuality?  What  is  wrong  with  that?  The 
tragedy  was  the  abusive  response  of  other  adults, 
and  the  outcome  is  likely  that  the  boy  will  fear 
and  hate  sexuality  and  his  innermost  feelings  for 
the  rest  of  his  life.  Each  year  in  the  United  States, 
according  to  1980  federal  statistics,  about  5,000 
children  under  sixteen  are  murdered  by  their  par¬ 
ents  and  some  2,000,000  others  are  violently 
abused.  Very  few  of  the  parents  are  ever  indicted 
and  almost  none  go  to  prison.  The  real  abuse  of 
children  is  in  the  exaggerated  and  morbid  atten¬ 
tion  given  to  sexual  activities  of  men  and  boys  by 
those  who  should  be  protecting  children  from 
outrageous  violent  treatment  within  their  own 
homes  or  within  state  institutions  and  foster 
homes. 

Thomas  C.  Reeves 
Boston,  MA 


Dear  GCN , 

I  certainly  agree  with  Amy  Hoffman  that  the 
cause  of  liberation  is  best  “served  by  opening  up 
all  of  our  sexualities  to  analysis  [and] 
criticism  .  .  .”  It  is  in  this  spirit  that  I  raise  the 
following  issues  and  questions. 

Pat  Califia,  a  major  theoretician  of  SM  as  a 
feminist  activity  (and  whom  the  Boston  Lesbian 
SM  group  credits)  has  written  in  a  Heresies 
article: 

An  SM  scene  can  be  played  out  using  the 
personae  of  guard  and  prisoner,  cop  and 
suspect,  Nazi  and  Jew,  white  and  black 
.  .  .  Not  everyone  who  wears  a  swastika  is 
a  Nazi .  .  .  How  many  real  Nazis  would  be 
involved  in  a  kinky  sex  scene? 

If  SM  lesbians  are  acting  out  roles  of  Nazi  and 
Jew,  white  master  and  black  slave,  or  prison 
guards  torturing  prisoners,  then  how  can  they 
claim,  as  the  recent  Boston  statement  does,  that 
“patriarchal  violence  ...  is  in  no  way,  shape  or 
“iorm  related  to  consensual  dyke  SM.  We  are  as 
opposed  to  violence  as  you  are.”?  Someone  who 
is  truly  opposed  to  Nazism  or  white  racism  would 
not  experience  pleasure  in  acting  out  these  roles. 
SM  lesbians  seem  to  think  that,  because  they  get 
pleasure  in  only  acting  out  these  roles,  rather  than 
doing  them  for  real ,  that  that  makes  them  “op¬ 
posed”  to  such  violence.  1  wonder. 

If,  as  the  Boston  group  also  says,  SM  lesbians 
work  on  “every  feminist  project,”  I  wonder  how 
many  of  you  work  against  anti-Semitism?  To 
those  of  you  who  wear  swastikas  and  think  that 
that  symbol  can  be  separated  from  Nazism,  just 
what  does  that  symbol  mean  to  you?  Califia  needs 
to  brush  up  on  the  history  of  the  Third  Reich. 
Nazis  did  indeed  participate  in  sexual  sadomaso¬ 
chism:  Hitler  was  known  to  be  a  sexual  maso¬ 
chist,  and  SS  guards  liked  to  watchSMfilms  (both 
gay  and  straight).  SS  men  did  get  sexual  enjoy¬ 
ment  from  beating  up  their  prisoners. 

SM  lesbians  claim  to  be  oppressed  because  they 
are  a  minority  within  the  women’s  movement. 
Just  because  a  group  is  a  minority  does  not  mean 
that  it  is  oppressed.  White  men  are  a  minority.  So 
are  corporation  executives,  football  players,  and 
stamp  collectors.  The  Nazis  and  the  KKK  are  a 
minority,  thank  goodness.  I  for  one  am  glad  that 
lesbians  who  pride  themselves  on  their  sadistic 
and/or  masochistic  feelings  are  a  minority. 

Amy  Hoffman’s  review  of  Against  Sadomaso¬ 
chism:  A  Radical  Feminist  Analysis  does  not  at  all 
do  justice  to  the  book.  In  fact,  it  practices  a  very 
subtle  kind  of  censorship.  It  does  not  mention, 
for  instance,  the  articles  by  former  sadomaso- 
chists  on  their  personal  experiences,  the  discus¬ 
sion  of  racism  and  SM,  or  the  research  done  on 
the  history  of  sexual  sadism.  It  is  as  if  lesbians  are 
afraid  to  challenge  anyone  who  uses  the  rhetoric 
of  oppression— so  that  if  someone  says  they  are 
oppressed,  they  are.  Period.  No  critical  analysis 


needed.  And  “freedom”  simply  means  “any¬ 
thing  goes.” 

Nor  does  Hoffman  mention  a  very  significant 
expose  of  the  lesbian  SM  movement,  contained 
in  the  article,  “A  Response  to  Samois,”  by  Jesse 
Meredith.  Samois,  a  lesbian  SM  support  group, 
has  published  a  booklet  called  What  Color  is 
Your  Handkerchief?”  The  last  words  of  this 
booklet,  according  to  Meredith,  are:  “THIS 
BOOKLET  IS  A  PRODUCT  OF  THE 
MINISTRY  OF  TRUTH.  THE  TRUTH  OFTEN 
HURTS.  THE  MINISTRY  OF  TRUTH.” 
(These  words  are  in  bold  type,  adorned  by  a 
whip.)  Meredith  reminds  us  that  the  “Ministry  of 
Truth”  was  a  “creation  of  George  Orwell’s  novel 
of  fascist  mind  control,  1984,  in  which  the 
language  of  double-think  prevailed — and  the 
function  of  the  Ministry  of  Truth  was  to  tell 
lies. ’ ’(p.98)  Is  Samois  telling  its  readers  (in  code) 
that  it  is  really  telling  lies? 

Contrary  to  Amy  Hoffman,  if  1  “were  being 
pursued  by  a  gang  of  boys  and  saw  my  local 
leather  dyke  walking  down  the  street,”  1  would 
not  “throw  myself  into  her  arms,”  especially  if 
she  were  wearing  a  swastika. 

I  am  yet  to  be  convinced  that  SM  is  a  feminist 
activity.  I  am  not  at  all  surprised  that  it  is  becom¬ 
ing  a  bigger  issue  in  this  pre-1984  rising  surge  of 
fascism  in  this  country.  General  statements 
about  “exploring  our  sexuality”  are  empty  and 
meaningless.  If  lesbian  SM  women  want  to  con¬ 
vince  the  rest  of  us  that  SM  is  a  feminist  activity, 
then  perhaps  they  should  address  themselves  to 
the  following  questions: 

-Why  do  you  derive  pleasure  out  of  beating 
up  (playacting,  of  course)  someone  you  love? 

-Why  (to  those  of  you  who  dress  in  leather 
and  chains  and  swastikas,  and  I  realize  some 
don’t)  do  you  like  to  wear  outfits  that  make  you 
look  like  torturers  and  neo-Nazis? 

-What  kind  of  consciousness  do  you  have 
about  fascism  and  anti-Semitism? 

-Why  does  acting  out  violent  scenarios 
heighten  sexual  pleasure? 

These  are  questions  which  I  would  ask  myself 
if  I  were  inclined  to  try  sadomasochism.  Just  be¬ 
cause  a  woman  is  a  lesbian  does  not  mean  that 
anything  she  does  is  all  right.  Any  time  I  feel  like 
it  would  give  me  pleasure  to  hurt  someone,  I  ask 
myself  why.  All  of  us  are  subject  to  sadistic  feel¬ 
ings;  it  is  what  we  do  with  those  feelings  that 
makes  the  difference.  I  for  one  do  not  believe  in 
acting  them  out.  Self-examination  is  a  necessity 
for  anyone  who  calls  herself  a  feminist.  I  find  it 
difficult  to  believe  that  anyone  who  has  experi¬ 
enced  sadism  in  real  life  would  actually  enjoy 
playing  at  it. 

Sincerely, 

Judith  Antonelli 
Somerville,  MA 


Dear  GCN: 

I  am  pleased  to  see  your  ongoing  debate  about 
S&M  and  other  “minority-within-minority” 
forms  of  sexuality.  1  hope  that  many  others  are  as 
affected  by  them  as  I  am.  I  once  thought  my  mind 
was  all  made  up  about  S&M  (against  it)  but  am 
now  a  lot  more  open. 

The  book  reviews  in  the  December  4  issue  are 
generally  excellent  and  thought-provoking. 
However,  one  statement  in  Amy  Hoffman’s 
review  of  Against  Sadomasochism  does  trouble 
me  a  lot.  One  aspect  of  her  central  argument 
comes  when  she  says:  “Just  as  I’m  sure  that  any 
woman  who  has  been  raped  has  no  trouble  telling 
the  difference  between  her  experience’ of  a  horri¬ 
fying  assault  and  consensual  heterosexual  sex 
.  .  .  .”  Well,  as  a  (male)  rape  victim,  all  1  can  say 
to  that  is  that  either  Amy  Hoffman  has  never 
been  raped  or  else  that  her  analysis  is  certainly 
fuzzy.  After  my  own  experience  with  rape  and 
brutality  in  prison,  I  remained  traumatized  for 
years  about  closeness  with  other  men.  And  I  still 
now,  after  many  years,  can  re-live  the  horror  viv¬ 
idly,  and  1  do  still  have  difficulty  on  the  emo¬ 
tional  level  with  gay  anal  intercourse. 

After  quite  a  bit  of  counseling  on  all  the 
ramifications  of  both  my  rape  experience  and  my 
father’s  brutality  while  I  was  growing  up,  I  have 
worked  through  a  lot  of  my  fear  and  anger 
towards  other  men.  But  certainly  a  major  part  of 
my  getting  my  head  together  was  discovering  a 
feminist  analysis  to  all  this;  and  as  a  man  who 
wanted  to  love  other  men,  the  key  to  my  survival 
was  to  insist  on  always  struggling  against  old- 
fashioned  roles  in  my  relationships.  I  join  with 
my  feminist  sisters  in  asserting  that  there  are  ter¬ 
ribly  deep  links  between  male  sexuality  and  vio¬ 
lence.  I  can’t  speak  for  S&M  lesbians,  but  1  will 
say  that  1  have  found  very  few  gay  men  who 
understand  those  connections  very  well.  So  as  for 
gay  male  S&M,  I’m  afraid  I  personally  want  to 
avoid  it  (or  avoid  deep  contact  with  it). 

I  like  the  questioning  tone  of  Judith  Butler’s 
review  in  the  same  issue,  much  more  than  what 
feels  like  the  rather  glib  tone  of  Amy  Hoffman’s. 

1  am  glad  for  Amy  if  she  has  escaped  the  direct  ex¬ 
perience  with  male  sex-linked  violence  that  my 
mother,  my  sisters,  and  so  many  other  women 
have  gone  through.  I  would,  (on  one  level)  like  to 
accept  all  forms  of  consensual  sexuality.  But  1  do 
personally  feel  on  the  other  hand,  that  I  must  op¬ 
pose  violence  and  gross  inequality,  and  all  their 
glorifications,  wherever  they  turn  up.  What  this 
means  about  my  attitudes  toward  S&M  remains 
an  open  question.  But  1  would  like  to  see  the  anti- 
S&M  point  of  view  get  deeply-thought-out  re¬ 
sponses  rather  than  the  quick  dismissals  that 
sometimes  turn  up  in  your  pages. 

Sincerely, 
with  love, 

Jeff  Keith 
Philadelphia, PA 


GAY/LESBIAN 
BUSINESS  GUIDE 


WOMEN 


NEW  WORDS,  186  Hamp¬ 


shire  St.,  Cambridge,  MA 
02139  (617)  876-5310 
WOMENCRAFTSJnc..  P.O. 
Box  190,  373  Commercial 
St.,  Provincetown,  MA 
02657 
CINEMA 


ART  CINEMA,  204  Tremont 
St.,  Boston,  MA  02111  (617) 
482-4661 

SOUTH  STATION  CINEMA, 
23  South  St.,  Boston,  MA 
(617)  423-4340 

MEDICAL/COUNSELING 


TAPESTRY,  Inc.,  20  Sacra¬ 

mento  St.,  Cambridge,  MA 
02138  (617)  661-0248 
GAY  AND  LESBIAN 
COUNSELING  SERVICE, 

80  Boylston  St.  #855, 
Boston,  MA  02111 
FENWAY  COMMUNITY 
HEALTH  CENTER,  16  Havi- 
land  St.,  Boston,  MA  02115 
(617)  267-7573 
INFORMATION/MEDIA 

XANADU  GRAPHICS,  143 
Albany  St.,  Cambridge,  MA 
02139 

ACCOMMODATIONS 

OASIS  GUEST  HOUSE,  22 
Edgerly  Rd.,  Boston,  MA 
02115  (617)  267-2262 

WOMEN’S  BARS 


SOMEWHERE/ELSE 

295  Franklin  St. 
Boston  423-7730 
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Music 

Now  We  Are  Ten 


Olivia  Records’  Tenth  Anniver¬ 
sary  Celebration 

with  Meg  Christian  and  Chris 
Williamson 

Carnegie  Hall,  New  York  City 
November  26. 

By  R.L.  Kuropat 
Some  music  rocks  a  body  and 
some  just  lulls  it  to  sleep.  But  some 
music — some  very  special  music 
that  only  comes  around  once  in  a 
decade  or  so — just  wraps  itself 
around  you  and  has  its  way.  That’s 
just  the  kind  of  music  that  filled 
Carnegie  Hall  on  Friday,  Novem¬ 
ber  26,  when  Olivia  Records  mark¬ 
ed  its  10th  anniversary.  The  air  was 
downright  charged. 


Meg  Christian  and  Chris 
Williamson  headlined  the  big 
event,  with  the  best  and  the 
brightest  of  women’s  music  in  sup¬ 
porting  roles. 

Judy  Chilnick’s  percussion 
danced  lightly  in  the  air,  its  metal 
tones  rising  and  falling  as  if  on  the 
wings  of  a  gentle  bird. 

Diane  Lindsay  is  a  talented 
bassist  who  regularly  tours  with 
Christian. 

Jackie  Robbins  plays  a  cello  that 
leaves  the  audience  so  defenseless 
—  its  tones  clear  and  deep,  its 
resonance  downright  sexual  —  she 
could  steal  a  show  if  she  so  chose. 

Adrienne  Torf’s  skill  on  key¬ 
boards  is  unparalled  in  women’s 


RESTAURANT  MOUNIR 

Featuring  homemade  Arabic  &  American 
dishes  meticulously  prepared  to  please  any 
palate. 

Lunches  Dinners 

170  Tremont  St.  Boston,  MA 
(617)  423-2527 

Adjacent  Little  Jack  Horner's  Joke  Shop 


OBINWOOP 


CONDOMINIUMS 


Small  1  -bedroom  w/private  roof  deck 
$32,000.  Large  1 -bedroom  w/eat-in  kitchen 
$38,000.  Others  from  $28,000. 

Sun-filled  Kitchens*  Modern  Ceramic  Tile  Baths* 
Private  Storage  •  Laundry  Rm  •  Off-street  Parking  * 
Treetop-surrounded  Roofdeck  with  unrivaled  view 
of  Boston  Skyline*  Architectural-Quality  Common 
Area  Design*  All  New  Energy  Saving  Systems 
Attractive  developer  subsidized  financing  with 
low  down  payments  available  to  qualified  buyers. 

48  ROBINWOOD  AVE., 

JAMAICA  PLAIN  •  522-5550 

Near  Jamaica  Pond  in  a  charming  country-like  | 
neighborhood  —  only  10  minutes  from 
downtown  Boston! 

Developed  by  Terrapin  Associates. 


complete  lock  servicing 
dead  locks  •  police  locks 
locks  changed  and  installed 
complete  safe  servicing 
door  jambs  repaired 
and  reinforced 

Bonded 
Lock  Co. 

call  bill  269-4770 
quality  work»reasonable  prices 
24  Hour  Emergency  Service 


Save  this  Ad  10%  Discount 
for  repairs  onlv 

LESTER'S  T.  V. 

TV-Radio-Phones-Hifi-Color 

Expert  Repair  &  T  V  &  Stereo  —  ot  lowest 
trices  ANYWHERE1  Outside  antenno  installa- 
ion  a  specialty  Moss  Tech  Lie  981 
Old  fashioned  service  at  an  honest  price! 

free  Pickup  and  Delivery 

15  REVERE  ST.,  BEACON  HIU 
Boston  Tol.  523-2187 


If  YOU  CANT 
DEAL  WITH  CLEANING 
YOUR  APARTMENT 
IT  S  PERFECTLY  ALRIGHT 
WITH  Z-KLEENZ 


Residential  and  Commercial  Cleaning  Service.  Eight  years 
experience.  Responsible  and  reliable.  Excellent  references.  Equip¬ 
ment  included.  Tel.  522-2914.  Shari  Zalkind,  BA.  MS.,  owner. 


PARTNERS 
A  GAY 

DATING  SERVICE 


A  discreet  &  person¬ 
alized  alternative  to 
the  established  gay 
scene.  If  you  wish  to 
meet  other  like- 
minded  gay  men  and 
women  send  $5.00  for 
application  to  PART¬ 
NERS  Div.  of  RMI 
Suite  400,  437 

Boylston  St.,  Boston, 
MA  02116. 


subscribe  to 
gcn 


•  little  bear 

&  company 

“we  work  like  women  " 

W  omen-owned/women-run 
painting/  plastering 
wallpaper  stripping 

666-2778 


Plymbi 

ngl 

&hecrti 

ng 

Robert 
D  argon 

825-7600  6°—^-^ 


Phototypesetting 


XANADU 

GRAPHICS 


•  Visual  Display  Terminals  with  floppy  disk  memory 

•  Layout  and  Design  Service  and  Consultation 

•  Camera  Ready  Mechanical 

1 43  Albany  Street,  Cambridge  661  -6975 


Rags  to  riches?  Meg  and  Cris  at  Carnegie 


music.  Torf,  who  has  toured  re¬ 
cently  with  Holly  Near,  is  an  inde- 
fatiguable  and  awesomely  talented 
pianist. 

Shelby  Flint,  Vicki  Randle  and 
Linda  “Tui”  Tillery  sang  back¬ 
ground.  Each  an  outstanding  vo¬ 
calist  in  her  own  right,  together 
they  offered  the  perfect  balance  to 
the  strong  instrumentals.  Their 
final  “Ain’t  No  Mountain  High 
Enough”  unbridled  the  energy  of 
the  audience,  and  set  Carnegie 
moving  in  ways  it  has  surely 
seldom  seen. 

Susan  Freundlich,  now  a  fami¬ 
liar  part  of  women’s  music,  inter¬ 
preted  the  concert  for  the  hearing 
impaired.  An  early  figure  in  the 
American  sign  Language  interpre¬ 
tation  of  women’s  music,  Freund¬ 
lich  has  turned  her  science  into  a 
beautiful  and  fluid  art,  as  much  a 
part  of  the  music  as  the  sounds. 


Christian’s  joyous  effusiveness 
was  nicely  complemented  by 
Williamson’s  somewhat  under¬ 
stated  stage  presence.  Christian 
rocked  and  reeled,  Williamson 
rolled.  Together,  they  gave 
Carnegie  a  full  rendition  of  what 
women’s  music  is  and  can  be.  In¬ 
deed,  the  Carnegie  gig  was  a  long 
way  from  the  woman-and-a-guitar 
style  typical  of  the  genre. 

The  concert  was  a  party,  com¬ 
plete  with  a  party  song  to  celebrate 
the  first  decade.  Aptly  titled  “An¬ 
niversary  Song,”  its  lyrics  cap¬ 
tured  each  of  the  highlights  of 
Olivia’s  first  decade:  Christian’s 
Face  the  Music  (her  second 
album),  Williamson’s  popular 
Changer  and  the  Changed  (her 
first  with  Olivia).  Other  new  songs 
were  unveiled  and  are  headed  for 
the  live  album  scheduled  for  re- 
Continued  on  page  9 


ANNOUNCING 


Antique  Wall  and  marketplace 

105  South  Street  (fit  the  Tleu;  South  Square) 
a  minute  walk  from  South  Station 

WEDNESDAY  THRU  SUNDAY 
11 AMT06PM 

AIM  ANTIQUES  COILECTIQLES. 

ARCHITECTURAL  ODDITIES. 

OLD  ADVERTISING  EPHEMERA 
AMERICANA  ORIENT ALIA  ET  CETERA 

GOOD  FOOD  GOOD  FUNK  GOOD  FINDS 

8  dty  blocks  from  Quincy  Morkef 
Rod  Line  to  South  Station 

105  South  Street  Boston,  Massachusetts  02111 
Tel.  (617)423-5725 

35  quality  dealers  offering  pleasures 
and  treasures  of  the  past. 

Dealer  Inquirieslnvited . 


ANTIQUES  BOUGHT  &  SOLD 

BILL  MANNKE 

MARIA  MANNKE 

sillyI 

blNS 

American 

pottery 

,14 rt  Deco, 

Vintage  Clothing,  5 

fit  Funk,  etc. 

MON  -  SAT 

10-5 

OR  BY  APPOINTMENTS 

152  RINDGE  AVE. 
CAMBRIDGE.  MA 
(617)  497-0750 

"A  complete  printing  service” 

Booklets  Stationary  Brochures  Resumes 
Invitations  Business  Cards  Leaflets  etc... 


Copy  Cellar  Copy  Cellar  Copy  Cellar 

55  BROAD  STREET,  BOSTON  16171  542-8280/825-6700 


Irene  Young 


The  (Self-)  Importance  of  Being  Noel 


The  Noel  Coward  Diaries 

edited  by  Graham  Payn  and  Sheridan  Morley 
Little,  Brown  and  Co. 

Boston,  1982 
682  pp.,  $22.50 

Reviewed  by  Michael  Bronski 


The  Noel  Coward  revival,  which  began  in  the 
mid-sixties,  is  going  through  a  new  revival. 
New  York  has  a  current  production  of  a 
Coward  play  and  promise  of  two  more  in  the  spring; 
Boston  is  hosting  two  productions  of  the  same  play; 
and  now  the  long  awaited  Diaries — reputed  to  tell 
more  than  all  and  quite  wittily,  too — have  finally 
appeared  in  print.  And  as  nice  as  it  is  to  have  the  pri¬ 
vate  thoughts  of  an  (somewhat)  open  gay  writer 
available,  the  almost  seven  hundred  page  collection 
of  self-aggrandizement,  social  notes,  and  scorn  for 
those  considered,  in  whatever  way,  inferior,  is  quite  a 
bit  ado  about  not  very  much. 

Coinciding  with  the  publication  of  the  Diaries 
(and,  I  suppose,  the  end  result  of  any  literary  revival) 
is  the  ever  growing  assumption  that  Coward  was  a 
great,  important  writer.  While  there  is  some  truth  to 
the  matter,  people  seem  to  have  gotten  the  reasons 
turned  the  wrong  way  round.  Although  some  of 
Coward’s  work  is  great  (Private  Lives,  Hay  Fever, 
Blithe  Spirit),  the  number  of  those  works  is  quite 
small  in  comparison  to  his  extensive  output,  and  not 
why  he  is  important.  The  literary  and  cultural  magni¬ 
tude  of  Coward’s  career  is  in  his  first  foraging,  and 
then  tenaciously  holding  onto  (in  the  most  muddled- 
headed  way),  what  we  have  come  to  call,  or  identify 
as,  a  gay  sensibility  in  the  twentieth  century. 

Coward  was  born  to  a  middle  class  English  family 
in  1899  (very  close  to  Christmas,  hence  his  given 
name).  In  his  late  teens  he^was  writing  popular  revue 
sketches  and  by  twenty-five  had  scored  two  great  suc¬ 
cesses  in  London’s  West  End  theatre  district — Hay 
Fever  and  The  Vortex.  Through  the  ’20s  and  ’30s  he 
was  the  brightest,  smartest,  and  most  produced  play¬ 
wright  in  Britain.  Besides  writing,  singing,  acting, 
and  designing  his  own  plays,  he  knew  everyone  from 
the  Queen  Mum  to  Hollywood’s  latest  glittering  star. 
His  wit  and  exuberant  personality  epitomized  the  cul¬ 
tural  attitudes  and  affectations  of  the  “bright  young 
things,”  the  disillusioned  post-World  War  I  youth 
who  rebelled  against  the  traditional  British  cultural 
underpinnings  of  enforced  heterosexuality  and 
Empire  building. 


Martin  Green’s  Children  of  the  Sun  gives  a  good 
picture  of  the  English  intellectual  and  cultural  life 
between  the  wars.  The  book  is  subtitled  “A  Narrative 
of  ‘Decadence’  in  England  After  1918”  and  while 
Green  is  very  good  in  explaining  how  the  post-war 
male  generation  broke  down  into  “dandies”  (queers) 
and  “good  old  boys,”  it  is  terribly  flawed  because 
Green  doesn’t  like  the  queers  very  much.  Coward 
actually  plays  a  small  part  in  this  book  since  Green  is 
more  concerned  with  Auden,  Isherwood,  Beaton, 
Brian  Howard,  Harold  Acton  and  Stephen  Spender. 
This  is  partly  because  Coward  was  a  popular  rather 
than  a  high-tone  cultural  phenomenon,  but  also 
because  Coward,  unlike  many  of  the  others,  does  not 
easily  completely  fit  into  either  category. 

Much  of  the  tension  in  Coward’s  plays  is  the  con¬ 
flict  between  these  two  warring  cultures.  In  Private 
Lives  the  Colonel  Blimpish  Victor  tells  his  new  wife 
Amanda  of  her  ex-husband  Elyot,  “If  he  annoys  you 
in  any  way  I’ll  knock  him  down.”  Later  in  the  same 
act  Elyot  counters,  “If  he  comes  near  me  I’ll  scream 
the  place  down” — traditional  behavior  is  being 
replaced  by  a  new  mode  of  thinking  characterized  by 
cleverness,  flippancy,  and  “attitude.”  The  once 
accepted  modes  of  “femininity”  and  “masculinity” 
have  disappeared  and  the  bastions  of  morality  and 
social  acceptability  they  once  signified  have  also 
begun  to  perish.  The  difference  between  Coward  and 
the  other  “smart”  writers  is  that  Coward  never  made 
that  total  break  from  his  traditional  upbringing. 
Christopher  Isherwood  once  remarked,  in  one  of  his 
autobiographies,  that  England  had  to  lose  its  posi¬ 
tion  as  a  great  power  before  he  could  again  feel  any 
fondness  for  it.  And  while  the  same  is  probably  true 
of  Spender,  Auden,  Howard  and  the  lot,  Coward 
grasped  onto  both  the  power  and  the  glory  that  was 
once  England  long  after  it  had  become  either  fash¬ 
ionable  or  practical  to  do  so.  Like  Peter  Pan  he 
wanted  Never  Never  Land  and  the  security  of  a  home 
on  which  the  sun  never  set. 

While  many  of  the  writers  that  appeared  before  the 
war  matured  and  prospered  after  the  fighting 
stopped,  Coward  continued  writing  in  the  same  vein: 
as  a  result  he  spent  almost  twenty  years  dwindling 
into  unpopularity  and  decidedly  minor  status.  He 
began  writing  his  Diaries  in  1941,  and  the  first  five 
years  are  quickly  condensed  as  a  prologue  since  they 
are  the  raw  material  of  Future  Indefinite,  the  second 
volume  of  his  autobiography.  The  bulk  of  the 
Diaries,  which  his  editors  claim  are  unedited,  cover 
his  life  from  1946  to  1969.  (He  died  three  years  later.) 


Reading  them  is  a  generally  disheartening  experience 
because  they  chart  the  life  and  experience  of  a  man  so 
caught  up  in  his  self-importance  and  so  secure  in  his 
outdated  values  that  he  becomes  not  only  immune 
but  arrogant  and  scornful  of  the  changing  world 
around  him. 

The  earlier  entries  are  relatively  short:  calendar 
notations  rather  than  contemplations.  In  the  mid¬ 
fifties  he  began  writing  longer,  discursive,  essay-like 
ruminations  on  life  and  art.  And  although  the  tone, 
length,  and  characters  change,  the  content  generally 
does  not.  Not  a  page  goes  by  when  he  does  not  con¬ 
gratulate  himself  on  his  wit,  talent  or  writing  ability: 
“No  one  in  their  right  senses  could  say  that  the  lyrics 
and  music  of  The  Girl  Who  Came  to  Supper  were  not 
good.  They  are  good.  Very  good  indeed.”  This  is  in 
1963  when  he  is  still  writing  the  same  show  he  wrote 
in  1929  with  Bittersweet.  What  was  once  charming, 
disarming,  and  perhaps  even  a  little  risque  is  dated 
and  artificial  thirty-four  years  later. 

His  consistent  failures  at  the  box  office  during 
these  years  made  him  very  irritable  and  bitter  toward 
the  press,  audiences  and  the  general  public.  Occa¬ 
sionally  he  views  bad  notices  as  a  vast  conspiracy, 
and  the  Diaries  begin  to  betray  the  paranoid  pathol¬ 
ogy  of  someone  suitable  for  treatment  rather  than 
production.  He  is  never  appreciated  enough,  scorned 
without  reason  and,  worst  of  all,  his  clear  voice  of 
sanity  is  lost  on  a  stupid,  vulgar,  modern  world. 

While  Auden,  Isherwood,  et  al.  adjusted  to  chang¬ 
ing  times.  Coward  was  pinned  down  in  a  tradition- 
bound  fairy-tale  world  of  royalty  and  beautiful  peo¬ 
ple.  An  all  too  typical  entry  reads:  “I  lunched  with 
the  dear  Queen  Mother  at  Clarence  House.  She  was 
more  enchanting  than  ever.  I  took  tea  with  Princess 
Marina  and  Princess  Olga  and,  the  night  before  1 
left,  dined  a  trois  with  Princess  Margaret  and  Tony. 
Very  cosy  and  enjoyable.”  The  repetition  of  such 
passages  almost  verges  on  parody.  The  laugh  sticks  in 
the  throat,  however,  when  you  realize  the  flip  side  to 
such  panderings.  Though  the  new  style  of  the  1920’s 
had  a  liberating  and  liberalizing  effect  on  many  writ¬ 
ers,  Coward  remained  an  arch  conservative.  Page 
after  page  is  filled  with  invective  against  the  Labour 
government  and  trade  unions:  England’s  wonderful 
“little  man”  is  quickly  transformed  to  “bloody, 
stupid  workers  and  their  selfish,  greedy  demands.” 
The  British  Empire  must  be  protected  at  any  expense 
and  a  usually  intelligent  “artist”  stoops  to  write  (in 
1948),  “Gandhi  has  been  assassinated.  In  my  humble 
opinion,  a  bloody  good  thing  but  far  too  late.” 
Whatever  evolving  social  consciousness  and  human 
understanding  had  been  there  twenty  years  before 
were  now  totally  obscured  and  tainted  by  a  deeply 
reactionary,  and  destructive,  political  view. 

It  is  no  wonder  that  Coward  felt  left  out  and  hated 
all  forms  of  modernism.  He  loathed  most  contem¬ 
porary  playwrights,  method  acting,  new  forms  of 
painting  and  any  writing  that  offended  his  sense  of 
style,  propriety,  or  acceptability.  When  he  does  not 
like  something  he  is  promptly  dismissive  and  scorn¬ 
ful,  and  friends  who  do  not  amuse  or  entertain  him 
are  brushed  away  as  being  “tiresome”  and 
“beastly.”  In  time  his  self-proclaimed  and  world- 
renowned  “talent  to  amuse”  had  become,  privately, 
a  “talent  to  abuse.” 

There  are,  in  spite  of  all  this,  some  nice  parts  of  the 
Diaries.  Throughout  most  of  his  adult  life  Coward 
had  deep,  lasting  friendships  with  several  people. 
Lorn  Loraine,  his  agent,  business  manager  and  pri¬ 
vate  secretary,  is  always  spoken  of  in  the  most  loving 
terms.  She  is  one  of  the  few  people  ever  allowed  to 
criticize  him  and  it  is  clear  that  much  of  his  success 
was  due  to  her  shrewd  handling  of  his  affairs.  Cole 
Lesly  first  came  to  Coward  as  a  man  servant  and 
soon  became  his  confidant  and  companion.  They 
traveled  everywhere  together  and  although  it  is  never 
stated — homosexuality  is  a  given  in  the  Diaries — he 
and  Coward  were  as  close  as,  if  not,  lovers.  The 
fourth  in  the  manage  a  quatre  is  Graham  Payn,  an 
actor  who  appeared  in  many  of  Coward’s  plays,  and 
who  seems  to  be  inseparable  from  Coward  and  Lesly. 
Reading  the  Diaries,  one  gets  the  sense  that  these 
three  people  made  Coward’s  life  human  and  bear¬ 
able.  Their  affection  provided  a  center  and  a  stabiliz¬ 
ing  force  that  allowed  him  to  continue  and  create 
during  difficult  and  depressing  times. 

The  gay  sensibility  that  Coward  was  so  much  a 
part  of  in  his  early  career  eventually  grew  beyond  and 
above  him.  The  logical  extensions  of  the  debunking 
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Ut  enim  ad  minim  veniam,  quis  nostrud  exercitation  nisi 
ut  aliquip  ex  ea  commodo  consequat.  Duis  autem  vel  eum  irure  dolor 
in  reprehenderit  in  volupante  velit  esse  molestaie  consequat,  vel  ilium 
dolore  eu  fugiat  nulla  pariatur.  At  vero  eos  et  accusam  et  iusto  odiom 
dignissim  qui  blandit  praesent  luptatum  delenit  aigue  duos  dolor  et  se 
molestias  excepteur  sint  occaecat  cupiditat  non  provident,  simil  sunt  it 
culpa  qui  officia  deserunt  mollit  anim  id  est  laborum  et  dolor  fuga.  Et 
harumd  dereud  facilis  est  er  expedit  distinct.  Nam  liber  tempor  cumet 
^oluta  nobis  eligend  optio  comgue  hinil  impedit  doming  in  quodmaxit 
y-eat  facer  possim  omnis  voluptas  assumenda  est.  Omnis  dolor  debi 
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rerum  hie  tSJ**‘"'v^apiente  delectus  au  aut  prefer  endis 
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Below  the  Belt  and  Other  Stories 

by  Phil  Andros 
Perineum  Press 
San  Francisco,  1982 
128  pp.,  $6.50 

Reviewed  by  Eric  E.  Rofes 


Phil  Andros  has  come  of  age.  After  twenty 
years,  the  sexual  outlaw  inhabiting  the  fiction 
work  of  gay  writer  Sam  Steward  is  on  the  scene 
again  and  proving  beyond  any  doubt  that  pornog¬ 
raphy  and  literature  are  not  mutually  exclusive.  The 
publication  of  a  collection  of  Steward’s  short  stories 
[Phil  Andros  is  Steward’s  narrator  and  pseudonym  in 
these  books],  as  well  as  the  reissuance  of  Steward’s 
1965  underground  classic,  Stud,  tells  us  as  much 
about  the  quality  of  Steward’s  story-telling  as  it  does 
about  the  contemporary  state  of  gay  male  culture  and 
literature.  The  mere  fact  that  these  books  are  being 
issued  by  two  of  the  leading  gay  male  publishing 
houses  in  the  nation — Alyson  Publication  in  Boston 
and  Perineum  Press,  an  affiliate  of  Grey  Fox  Press, 
in  San  Francisco — has  rocketed  Steward  from  his 
position  as  a  chronicler  of  the  gay  underworld  into  a 
well-deserved  position  as  a  part  of  the  canon  of  seri¬ 
ous  and  important  gay  fiction. 

This  is  not  to  imply  that,  due  to  the  passage  of 
time,  Stud  and  the  Below  the  Belt  anthology  have  lost 
their  essential  gutsiness  and  lusty  exhiliration — they 
have  not  (thank  goodness!).  Steward’s  fiction  works 
are  “Tales  of  the  Sexual  City’’  and  both  the  novel 
and  short  stories  document  a  series  of  erotic  esca¬ 
pades  of  the  young  Greek  hustler  Phil  Andros,  as  he 
navigates  his  way  through  the  urban  gay  male  world 
we  used  to  refer  to  as  the  “lowlife.”  The  adventures 
in  Stud  take  us  on  a  tour  of  America  in  the  mid-six- 
ties  and  move  from  one  specific  sexual  sparring  to 
another.  The  author  creates  a  character  who  is  able 
to  sustain  the  reader’s  interest  as  he  frolics  from  one 
bed  to  another — Andros  is  a  hot-looking  guy  with  a 
heart  of  gold,  an  incongruous  and  endearing  pen¬ 
chant  for  romance,  and  an  uncanny  ability  to  quote 
from  the  classics,  if  appropriate,  as  he  approaches 
orgasm.  Andros  may  well  be  the  most  fully-devel¬ 
oped  character  in  gay  male  pornography  and  is  cer¬ 
tainly  a  landmark  characterization  for  pre-Stonewall 
literature.  Without  apology,  Andros  loves  men,  loves 
having  sex  with  men,  loves  thinking  about  men. 

Andros’  encounters  present  the  reader  with  a  laun¬ 
dry  list  of  specific  sexual  practices  often  targeted  as 


bizarre  or  unhealthy:  foot  fetishists,  sadomasochists, 
boy-lovers,  inter-racial  couples,  “straight”  boys, 
leather  men  and  father/son  duos,  and  it  is  here  that 
Andros’  current  wave  of  popularity  is  the  most  tell¬ 
ing.  These  tales  were  written  primarily  in  the  ’60s  and 
functioned  admirably  as  pornography  in  pre-libera- 
tionist  times.  In  the  1980s,  while  still  suitable  (I 
promise)  for  masturbatory  fantasies,  they  present 
sex-positive  views  of  aspects  of  male  sexuality  that  we 
are  finally  able  to  discuss  and  analyze  seriously. 
Moreover,  the  author  accomplishes  what  few  gay 
writers  have  yet  been  able  to  do:  depict  serious  sex¬ 
uality  keeping  its  playful  qualities  intact  (the  excep¬ 
tions  that  come  to  mind  are  George  Whitmore,  Larry 
Tonwsend  and  Renaud  Camus).  These  books  are 
appearing  today,  not  because  they  have  been  redis¬ 
covered  in  the  dusty  bowels  of  some  library,  but 
because  gay  men  are  able  to  acknowledge  their  rele¬ 
vance  to  our  lives.  Phil  Andros  was  a  character  creat¬ 
ed  ahead  of  his  time,  and  we’re  finally  at  the  stage 
where  we’re  able  to  grapple  with  his  significance 
beyond  his  pornographic  qualities.  Finally,  many  of 
us  are  engaged  in  the  same  kind  of  antics  and  we’re 
talking  and  thinking  about  them. 

John  Preston’s  introduction  to  Stud  brings  out 
much  of  the  essential  appeal  of  Steward’s  fiction:  its 
glee,  honesty  and  unwavering  sex-positive  morality. 
Preston’s  assertion  that  Sam  Steward  helped  to  cre¬ 
ate  the  “beginning  of  a  gay  ethic”  is  undeniable — the 
man  has  been  seeing  the  world  through  gay  libera- 
tionist  eyes  for  decades.  What  is  particularly  exciting, 
however,  is  Steward’s  ability  to  mirror  the  world  bet¬ 
ter  than  most  fiction  and  certainly  better  than  most 
erotic  fiction.  In  Andros’  forays  into  the  night,  he 
meets  real  human  beings  made  of  flesh  and  blood 
and  come,  who  make  conscious  decisions  about  their 
lives  and  their  sexuality.  Steward  sympathetically 
portrays  these  men  in  their  full  humanity  and  revels 
in  their  sexual  expressions.  Guilt,  self-hatred,  self- 
destructiveness  overwhelm  no  one — the  typical 
homosexual  denouement  of  suicide  is  omitted 
throughout.  Victimization  of  gay  men  by  straight 
society  is  confronted  head-on,  and,  perhaps  most 
important  to  our  reading  today,  the  difficult,  gut- 
wrenching  issues  many  of  us  face  as  we  attempt  to 
enjoy  our  sexuality  are  not  avoided  or  softened. 

It  is  in  this  area  that  one  would  not  be  surprised  if 
Steward  is  attacked  by  those  gay  men  who  aim  at 
“politically  correct”  characters  who  experience  the 
world  and  react  to  it  within  the  guidelines  of  a  utopi¬ 
an  vision.  The  reason  this  book  will  have  so  much 
appeal  to  sexually  active  men  in  the  1980s  is  that  it  is 
one  of  the  first  books — fiction  or  non-fiction — which 
presents  the  issues  many  of  us  face  as  we  travel 
through  the  sexual  underworld  (and,  like  it  or  not, 
unless  you  live  a  pristine  life  in  a  monogamous  cou¬ 
ple,  you  still  inhabit  the  sexual  underworld).  Fetish¬ 
ism— such  a  key  part  of  gay  male  sexuality  that  often 
goes  unacknowledged— appears  throughout  the  book 
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The  Revisionist 
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Vintage 

New  York,  1981 
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Reviewed  by  Martin  Krieger 


Gay  liberation  happens  when  it  is  no  big  deal  to 
recognize  a  gay  sensibility — it’s  not  something 
about  esoterica  or  paranoia,  and  certainly  not 
anaphylaxis  (more  about  this  shortly).  Sure,  I  sort  of 
knew  when  I  read  lots  of  poems  in  Don  Allen’s 
anthology  of  The  New  American  Poetry,  and  there 
must  have  been  reason  why  I  read  all  of  John 
Ashbery.  It  wasn’t  so  subtle  with  Frank  O’Hara.  Nor 
with  Allen  Ginsberg.  Imagine  reading  this  stuff  on  a 
hillside  overlooking  the  Hudson  River  while  the  sun 
set,  reading  out  loud  to  your  friends,  all  of  us  doing 
our  dissertation  research  in  elementary  particle 
physics.  Maybe  it  helped  that  I  did  not  quite  know 
what  was  going  on.  Nor,  perhaps,  did  they.  This  was, 
after  all  1966.  Jonas  Mekas’s  advice  in  the  Voice, 
each  week  ecstatic  about  some  new  filmmaker,  was 
not  exactly  without  deliberate  guidance.  I  took  it 
whole  hog,  and  would  leave  the  lab  in  Westchester 
and  make  my  way  down  to  the  Village  to  see  the 
latest  experimental  film.  I  realize  now  I  was  not  so 
much  interested  in  art,  although  I  was,  as  I  was 
interested  in  the  experiences  of  life  valorized  and 
understood  through  art.  And  of  course  there  was 
always  Whitman  to  read. 


lom  Huth 

A  mention  of  Douglas  Crase’s  name  got  me  to 
look  at  his  poetry.  And  reading  it  has  been  one  of  the 
more  satisfying  experiences  of  the  last  year.  Concrete 
and  metaphysical,  they  are  poems  about  paintings 
and  places  and  passion  and  hope — and  love  and 
America.  He  sounds  something  like  Ashbery,  has 
Whitman’s  magnanimity,  and  is  as  fascinated  by 
nature  as  is  A.R.  Ammons.  The  Revisionist  begins 
with,  “If  I  could  raise  rivers,  I’d  raise  them/Across 
the  mantle  of  your  past:  ...”  (Now  if  I  can  get  you 
to  read  this  book  .  .  . )  Crase  is  as  powerful  for  me  as 
is  Eakins,  and  for  much  the  same  reasons  of  touch 
and  sensibility,  as  uplifting  as  is  Whitman,  but  a  lot 
less  gushy.  He  is  not  so  much  sublimating  as  he  is 
transforming  experience — and  it  is  not  clear  what, 
and  if,  he  is  holding  back. 

In  every  township  of  every  county,  in  every 
location 

In  states  and  towns,  my  ambition  wraps  tighter  and 
tighter 

Around  your  name.  In  every  district  where  there  is 

Restitution  owing,  where  your  riches  inspired 
plunder 

Instead  of  care,  my  outrage  gathers  on  your 
interests 

To  give  them  form.  Out  of  the  asphalt  in  Kansas 
City 

I  will  accomplish  the  resurrection  of  the  Board  of 
Trade, 

Out  of  the  parking  lots  of  Buffalo  I  will  recover 
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Catching  Up  on  the  First  Ten  Years 


Flaunting  It! 

A  Decade  of  Gay  Journalism  from 
the  Body  Politic 

edited  by  Ed  Jackson  and  Stan  Persky 

New  Star  Books,  Vancouver,  and 

Pink  Triangle  Press,  Toronto,  1982 

order  from:  Pink  Triangle,  Box  639,  Station  A, 

Toronto,  Ontario,  CANADA  M5W  1G2 

312  pp.,  $8.95  US  (add  $1.00  postage  and 

handling) 

_ Reviewed  by  Dee  Michel _ 

I  saw  my  first  copy  of  The  Body  Politic  at  a 
friend’s  house  in  the  summer  of  1977.  When 
Jeff  was  taking  a  bath  1  read  a  long  and 
thoughtful  piece  by  Michael  Lynch,  “Actors  and 
Shakespeare  and  Stratford  and  Us,”  occasioned  by 
the  Canadian  Stratford  Shakespeare  Festival.  Lynch 
tried  to  interview  gay  actors,  discussed  their  reasons 
for  not  letting  him  interview  them,  surveyed  gay  rela¬ 
tionships  in  Elizabethan  plays  and  reviewed  recent 
‘gay’  stagings  of  Shakespeare  and  other  worthies. 
The  piece  impressed  me,  talking  perceptively  about  a 
subject  I  was  interested  in,  theater,  from  a  political 
point  of  view.  It  convinced  me  to  subscribe. 

Flaunting  It!  is  an  anthology  of  sixty  pieces  from 
The  Body  Politic,  a  magazine  for  gay  liberation,  pub¬ 
lished  in  Toronto  ten  times  a  year.  The  paper  was 
founded  in  November  of  1971,  so  the  pieces  cover  “a 
decade  of  gay  journalism,”  as  they  say  on  the  pink 
and  green  cover.  The  offerings  are  divided  into  five 
sections,  “Risks”;  “Living  Our  Lives”;  “The 
Making  of  the  Image  of  the  Modern  Homosexual”; 
“Advice  on  Consent  and  Other  Unfinished 
Business”;  and  “In  the  Courts,  on  the  Hustings,  in 
the  Street.”  These  titles  didn’t  seem  that  exciting  to 
me  but  as  I  read  the  book  I  was  overwhelmed  with 
the  honesty,  insight  and  literary  skill  of  the  contribu¬ 
tors  to  all  five  parts. 

“Risks”  contains  pieces  of  coming  out  and  the 
courageous  ways  we  have  of  dealing  with  the  straight 
world.  In  “Blessed  are  the  Deviates,”  Michael  Rior- 
don  describes  meeting  at  a  gay  dance  in  1975  the  psy¬ 
chiatrist  who  had  given  him  electroshock  therapy 
years  earlier.  Michael  had  asked  for  the  hideous 
treatment  and  gotten  it  for  a  year  from  a  man  who,  it 
seems,  is  much  more  fucked  up  than  Michael  ever 
was.  The  post-dance  interview  in  the  shrink’s  office  is 
classic.  Michael  challenges,  “The  person  who  des¬ 
cribed  people  at  the  gay  dance  as  ‘perverts’  and 
‘trash’  doesn’t  seem  to  me  very  well  suited  to  help 
homosexuals  accept  themselves.”  Shrink  responds, 
“I  was  overdrawn,  we’d  been  out  drinking.”  And 
later,  the  good  doctor  says,  “Where  I  put  my  cock 
has  nothing  to  do  with  therapy.”  “What  is  the  object 
of  therapy  with  you?”  asked  Riordon.  “To  help  my 
patients  adjust  to  the  prevailing  values  of  their  soci¬ 
ety.”  “Your  society’s  values  include  the  destruction 
of  gay  people  by  any  means  possible.” 

I  also  especially  liked  Lorna  Weir’s  ruminations  on 
“exorcising  the  ghosts  of  friendships  past.”  Meeting 
friends  (some  now  gay)  out  of  a  long  and  distant  past 
is  not  easy;  she  finds  value  in  the  confrontations  and 
passes  it  along  to  us. 

“Living  Our  Lives”  is  not  that  different  from 
“Risks,”*  except  that  perhaps  the  pieces  are  less 
dramatic  and  confrontational.  Day  to  day  problems 
are  dissected,  like  “Getting  Royally  Fucked  by  a  Per¬ 
fect  Sissy,”  and  “Fear  of  Cruising.”  The  hardest 
article  for  me  to  read  in  the  book  was  “No  Sorrow, 
No  Pity:  the  Gay  Disabled”  by  Gerald  Hannon.  At 
first  it  didn’t  seem  to  have  anything  to  do  with  me 
and  I  avoided  it — just  like  I  do  disabled  people.  But 
pressing  on,  because  I  was,  after  all,  reviewing  the 
book,  I  was  forced  to  think  about  people  in  institu¬ 
tions  who  have  to  fight  for  things  we  take  for  grant¬ 
ed.  Can  you  imagine  having  to  ask  for  help  to  mas¬ 
turbate?  Having  a  cabdriver  refuse  to  take  you  some¬ 
where?  Try  to  imagine  being  blind  and  going  into  a 
gay  bar. 

Mariana  Valverde’s  experience  of  the  aloofness  of 
the  feminists  at  a  “Women  Against  Imperialism” 
dance  in  London  compared  with  the  friendliness  of 
the  women  in  a  disco  causes  her  to  muse  on  the  mean¬ 
ing  of  sisterhood  in  a  concrete  and  affecting  way. 

Our  own  culture  and  the  straight  world’s  view  of 
us  is  highlighted  in  “The  Making  of  the  Image  of  the 
Modern  Homosexual.”  There  are  choice  book  and 
movie  reviews,  and  some  pieces  on  language.  Andrew 
Hodges  shows  us  the  lessons  George  Orwell  can  teach 
us  about  oppression  in  spite  of  himself  in  “Toward 
1984.”  James  Steakley’s  “Homosexuals  and  the 
Third  Reich”  is  here,  too.  Being  familiar  with  the 
material  from  talks  he  has  given,  The  Men  with  the 
Pink  Triangle,  Bent,  as  well  as  early  hawkers  of  pink 
triangle  buttons,  it  is  easy  to  forget  that  this  knowl¬ 
edge  is  less  than  ten  years  old  for  all  of  us.  And  most 
of  society  still  does  not  know  that  thousands  of 
homosexuals  died  in  concentration  camps  in  Nazi 
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Germany.  John  D’Emilio’s  article  on  the  radical 
beginnings  of  the  Mattachine  Society  are  reprinted; 
and  I  was  excited  to  learn  that  they’ll  be  expanded 
into  a  book  to  appear  in  1983.  These  last  two  pieces 
of  research  bring  to  mind  the  obvious  question,  Why 
were  these  parts  of  our  history  not  more  common 
knowledge? 

The  connivings  of  two  supposedly  sympathetic 
filmmakers  are  documented  by  Chris  Bearchell  in  an 
investigation  into  the  making  of  a  TV  documentary 
on  gay  men  similar  to  the  U.S.’s  Word  is  Out.  Rose 
and  John  Kastner  promised  their  interviewees  veto 
power  over  their  own  segments  and  then  reneged, 
claiming  they  couldn’t  arrange  times  for  previewing. 
When  people  protested,  they  were  threatened,  “We 
have  things  on  film  about  you  that  could  prove  very 
embarassing.  If  you  continue  to  protest,  I  can’t  guar¬ 
antee  that  those  things  won’t  get  into  the  film.” 
Quite  a  cautionary  tale  about  letting  other  people  tell 
our  stories. 

The  section  on  political  issues,  “Advice  on  Con¬ 
sent  and  Other  Unfinished  Business,”  has  letters  and 
columns  on  man/boy  love,  men  and  women  working 
together,  and  Cruising  and  censorship.  Here  you  can 
read  writers  grappling  with  difficult  issues,  especially 
in  the  responses  to  “Men  Loving  Boys  Loving  Men,” 
which  landed  The  Body  Politic  in  a  lengthy, 
debilitating  and  costly  series  of  trials  on  obscenity 
charges.  The  original  article  is  not  polemical  at  all; 
rather,  it  is  a  sensitive  look  at  three  men  and  their 
relationships  with  boys.  What  is  amazing  is  how  the 
subject  was  so  threatening  to  Body  Politic  readers 
(not  to  mention  the  Canadian  government).  The 
specific  descriptions  of  the  men  are  endearing;  the 
worst  you  could  accuse  them  of  is  not  coercion  but 
condescension.  “Another  Look,”  by  two  men  and 
one  woman,  is  the  best  discussion  I’ve  seen  of  the 
complicated  topics  of  consent,  feminist  perception  of 
power  imbalances,  minority  status  of  pederasts  and 
youth  rights. 

In  “Divided  We  Stand,”  Andrew  Hodges  makes  a 
good  case  for  political  separatism.  “Gay  men  are  lia¬ 
ble  to  see  their  sexuality  as  a  redeeming,  levelling 
force,  their  gift  to  the  world.  Women  have  had  quite 
enough  of  men  who  think  their  sexuality  is  a  gift  to 
the  world.  Indeed,  while  feminism  for  the  sake  of 
equality  wantswo  one  to  be  a  sexual  object,  gay  men 
often  speak  and  act  as  though  they  wanted  everyone 
to  be  a  sexual  object.”  Ironically,  it  is  a  we-can- 
work-together  woman,  Chris  Bearchell,  who  rebuts, 
“I  always  look  twice  at  sweeping  generalizations. 
Especially  generalizations  that  say  ‘men  are  or  want 
etc.  etc.;  women  are  or  want  etc.  etc.’  Especially 
when  the  generalization  is  made  by  a  man,  albeit  a 
gay  man.”  Some  gay  women,  she  points  out,  do  want 
baths  as  part  of  the  lesbian  community,  while  some 
gay  men  find  bars  and  baths  objectifying  and  don’t 
like  them. 

Scott  Tucker’s  long  piece  on  Cruising  which 
includes  some  graphic  descriptions  of  the  demonstra¬ 
tions  to  stop  the  filming  in  Greenwich  Village,  and 
others  that  follow,  document  an  important  chapter  in 
gay  activism.  They  also  tie  in  with  the  larger  debate 
about  what  constitutes  censorship.  Oddly  enough, 
this  is  the  only  piece  to  touch  on  sadomasochism  and 
on  pornography  and  censorship,  currently  hot  topics 
in  the  lesbian  and  gay  community. 

The  last  section  of  the  anthology  gives  us  high¬ 
lights  in  the  history  of  political  organizing  in  Toron¬ 
to,  including  a  chronology  of  the  gay  liberation 
movement  in  Canada,  compilations  of  news  stories 
on  the  1980  municipal  elections  in  Toronto,  and  the 
various  bath  raids  in  1981.  Hundreds  of  gay  men 
were  arrested  as  “found-ins  in  a  bawdy  house”  and 
thousands  of  men  and  women  took  to  the  streets  in 
anger  over  the  arrests  and  the  way  the  police  handled 
themselves  (violently  and  unidentifiably).  1  had  for¬ 
gotten  how  huge  the  crowds  were  in  militant,  angry 
and  almost  riotous  demonstrations.  How  many  other 
mass  arrests  and  near-riots  in  our  country  and 
around  the  world  we  hear  about  and  forget  because 
they  happen  far  away,  or  we  never  even  learn  of  them 
in  the  first  place? 

The  main  flaw  of  Flaunting  It!  is  that  the  articles 
are  not  really  representative  of  the  whole  decade. 

Book 


ere  are  only  nine  pieces  out  of  60  from  the  first 
half  of  the  years  covered,  1971-76. 

It  may  be  that  since  the  choice  was  to  pick  the  best 
writing,  pieces  written  in  the  first  half  of  the  decade 
were  just  not  as  good,  that  as  the  movement  grew 
more  sophisticated,  so  did  its  journalism.  The  edi¬ 
tors,  Ed  Jackson  and  Stan  Persky,  hint  at  their 
embarassment  of  early  didactic  expression  when  they 
excerpt  a  sentence  from  the  first  issue  in  the  introduc¬ 
tion:  “The  path  to  self-actualization  and  to  a  life- 
affirmative  unity  of  our  species  must  begin  by  seeing 
through  the  reality  games  which  alienate  and  divide 
us.”  From  the  ’80s  Ed  Jackson  comments,  “We  used 
to  say  things  like  that.  A  lot.”  The  fact  that  the 
pieces  are  arranged  thematically  and  not  chronologi¬ 
cally  also  adds  to  a  lack  of  a  sense  of  the  years  going 
by,  though  Persky  and  Jackson  put  the  pieces  in 
some  perspective  in  the  introductions  to  each  section. 
And  early  U.S.  movement  writing  up  to  1972  is  docu¬ 
mented  in  Out  of  the  Closets,  for  example.  But  I 
would  have  liked  to  know  more  of  what  was  on  peo¬ 
ple’s  minds  in  the  formative  years  of  gay  liberation, 
especially  since  1  didn’t  come  out  until  1976. 

There  also  could  have  been  more  information 
about  the  paper  itself.  I  realize  Flaunting  It!  is  not 
trying  to  be  a  history  of  The  Body  Politic,  but  I 
couldn’t  help  wondering  how  the  paper  is  run  and 
who  decides  what  ads  to  accept.  Are  all  the  members 
of  the  collective  paid,  and  if  so,  how  much?  How 
many  subscriptions  are  there? 

One  issue  about  the  internal  workings  of  the  paper 
that  is  touched  upon  is  men  and  women  working 
together.  The  editors  do  say  that  “A  full  debate 
about  lesbian  political  priorities  has  never  found  its 
way  into  the  pages  of  The  Body  Politic.  Editorial 
policy  has  always  been  more  cautious — the  volatile 
nature  of  the  issue  and  the  fragility  of  existing  alli¬ 
ances  apparently  inhibited  free-wheeling  discussions, 
at  least  in  print.”  What  a  cop-out!  If  “free-wheeling 
discussions”  did  take  place  orally,  how  about  telling 
us  about  them?  Was  the  editorial  policy  actively  dis¬ 
cussed  and  arrived  at  by  consensus,  or  simply  by  pas¬ 
sive  avoidance?  I’ve  heard  people  dismiss  The  Body 
Politic  as  a  men’s  paper,  with  only  token  female  par¬ 
ticipation.  What  do  Jane  Rule,  Chris  Bearchell  and 
Marianna  Valverde  think  about  that?  Have  there 
been  changes  in  the  number  of  women  working  on 
the  paper?  Were  there  fights  and  caucuses  and  other 
fun  stuff? 

Answers  to  these  and  other  questions  in  the  intro¬ 
duction  or  perhaps  an  appendix  on  the  workings  of 
the  paper  would  have  satisfied  my  curiosity  about 
how  the  courageous  and  marvelous  group  of  people 
manage  to  publish  all  this  great  writing.  I  think  read¬ 
ers  besides  myself  would  be  fascinated  by  a  short  his¬ 
tory  of  the  process  of  putting  out  The  Body  Politic-, 
sometimes  the  battles  and  disagreements  are  more 
enlightening  than  the  final  product.  What  is  more, 
reading  about  the  process  would  help  readers  and 
potential  writers  to  remove  journalists  from  their 
glamorous  and  distant  pedestals.  Information  about 
the  collective  would  also  put  the  writings  presented  in 
the  anthology  in  a  wider  context;  journalism  does  not 
get  created  in  a  vacuum.  It  is  not  easy  to  get  good 
stuff  published;  hey,  guys  and  gals,  how  did  you  do  it? 

One  reason  why  the  writing  is  so  good  is  that  The 
Body  Politic  staffers  have  a  month  to  put  out  the 
paper.  From  being  involved  with  GCN,  where  there 
is  only  a  week  between  deadlines,  a  month  seems 
positively  luxurious.  Having  more  space  to  elaborate 
a  point  is  also  great.  What  is  amazing  about  the  arti¬ 
cles,  in  the  book  at  least,  is  that  people  don’t  abuse 
this  room  for  expansion.  Although  some  pieces  are 
long,  they  are  never  long-winded.  Tim  McCaskell’s 
“Out  in  the  Basque  Country,”  at  ten  pages,  is  one  of 
the  longest  in  the  collection,  but  it  moves  along  at  a 
fast  clip.  His  prose  only  flags  at  the  very  beginning 
when  he  is  trying  to  be  literary  and  uses  a  bunch  of 
atmospheric  travelogue  adjectives  like  “massive,” 
“churning”  or  “picturesque.”  The  description  of  the 
demonstration  in  response  to  the  rape  of  a  young 
Basque  woman  by  a  member  of  the  Spanish  National 
Police  is  vivid  and  to  the  point.  “Tear  gas  cannisters 
are  arcing  through  the  air  and  bouncing  along  the 
pavement.  Brave  souls  pick  them  up  and  hurl  them 
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Life-affirming 

Yantras  of  Womanlove 

images  by  Tee  Corinne 
text  by  Jacqueline  Lapidus 
introduction  by  Margaret  Sloan-Hunter 
Naiad  Press,  P.O.  Box  10543,  Tallahassee,  FL, 
32302,  1982,  61  pp.,  $6.95 

Reviewed  by  Malkah  Barrsey  Feldman 


Sexy,  sensual,  passionate,  and  political  is  the 
experience  of  reading  Yantras  of  Woman  Love. 
In  this  spiritual  book  of  women’s  sexuality, 
we  transcend  our  separateness  and  enter  the  journey 
of  collective  energy  and  lesbian-feminist  possibilities. 
In  black  and  white  photographs,  Tee  Corinne  pre¬ 
sents  images  that  spring  forth  from  the  pages  giving 
us  taste  and  touch.  Jacqueline  Lapidus,  in  prose-like 
poetry,  charts  the  images  with  words  that  capture  the 
depth: 

...  we  have 

always  been  concerned 

for  centuries  our  cheeks  have  brushed 

each  other’s  cheeks  at  weddings 

funerals  .... 

...  we  are  used  to  one  another 
bearing  our  burden  together,  struggling 
for  a  common  cause:  our  own  survival  .  .  . 

The  pictures  embrace  moments  of  women-bonding 
and  merging,  so  much  a  part  of  the  lesbian  exper¬ 
ience.  The  images  give  us  a  glimpse  at  our  exchanges 
of  energy,  so  vital  to  our  survival  in  a  patriarchal/racist 
culture.  Are  women  capable  ot  recreating  erotica 
outside  of  male-identified  patterns?  Tee  Corinne 
answers  with  a  resounding  “Yes,”  as  she  combines 
feminism  and  lesbianism,  with  her  exceptional 
photographic  skills. 

This  book  is  for  us.  It  is  a  journey  of  dreams  and 
visions.  For  example,  one  picture  presents  one 
pregnant  woman  lying  on  another  woman.  The 
woman  who  is  not  pregnant  is  caressing  the  other 
woman’s  body.  On  the  next  page  we  find  the  poem: 


Loving 


...  i 

dream  of  being  pregnant  among  women,  caressing 
each  other’s  bellies  to  prepare  the  child  for 
community.  I  imagine  giving  birth  close  to  the 
earth  .  .  . 

...  1 

contemplate  our  nursing,  each  woman  offering  her 
breast  to  the  others’  babies.  I  delight  with  you  in 
the  taste  of  our  nipples,  in  the  pleasure  that  flows 
like  milk  from  your  bodies  into  mine. 

The  imagines  give  us  the  spirit  of  our  lesbian  sex¬ 
uality.  It  is  not  orgy-style  sex  but  pictures  of  merging, 
healing-,  and  life-affirming  loving.  This  book  honors 
lesbians  in  their  natural  state  of  giving  love  to  one 
another.  Yantras  of  Womanlove  is  one  of  those  rare 
books  that  offers  us  erotica  without  objectification 
or  exploitation. 

In  the  past,  white  women  doing  images  of  us  have 
often  done  so  without  reflecting  who  we  really  are. 
Pictures  are  usually  of  young,  white,  able-bodied 
women.  Tee  Corinne’s  photographs  are  more  inclu¬ 
sive  and  she  thereby  comes  closer  to  genuinely 
reflecting  the  collective  diversity  of  lesbians. 

This  book  reflects  the  scope  of  our  possibilities  as 
well  as  our  realities.  It  captures  wonderful  scenes  of 
our  lives,  so  often  denied,  distorted,  and  perverted  by 
the  world  in  which  we  live. 


The  Familiar 

Becomes 

Remarkable 

The  Notebooks  of  Leni  Clare 

by  Sandy  Boucher 

The  Crossing  Press,  Trumanburg,  NY  14886 
1982,  150  pp.,  $6.95 

Reviewed  by  Pat  M.  Kuras 


Laurel  Cunningham 

In  the  past  decade,  Sandy  Boucher  has  had  the 
good  fortune  to  be  published  in  many  popular 
feminist  magazines.  That  good  fortune  has  been 
equally  shared  with  anyone  who  has  read  one  of  her 
stories. 

The  Notebooks  of  Leni  Clare  is  Boucher’s  second 
collection  of  short  stories.  (Her  first  one,  Assaults 
and  Rituals,  was  published  by  Mama’s  Press.)  With 
most  recent  novels  and  fiction  by  feminists,  the 
writers  have  been  so  eager  to  pass  along  their 
message,  they  often  disregard  the  very  craft  of  writ¬ 
ing.  Sandy  Boucher  is  one  of  the  few  women  writers 
who  is  able  to  blend  the  two  perfectly.  Her  stories  are 
wonderfully  entertaining  and  her  feminist  principles 
are  free  of  the  logging  heaviness  which  festers  in 
more  recent  feminist  literature. 

Seven  tales  form  the  book.  The  first,  “Kansas  In 
The  Spring,”  is  mainly  a  panorama  of  rural  living.  A 
group  of  women  come  to  film  the  community,  a 
small  farming  culture.  It  is  an  old  town  of  about  one 
thousand  people.  At  an  auction,  the  woman  narrator 
notes  that  older  men  seem  to  do  most  of  the  bidding. 
As  farmers,  they  have  more  land  (thus,  more  wealth 
and  power)  than  the  rest  of  the  populace.  The  narra¬ 
tor  notes  that  this  is  a  tight  community  and:  “This  is 
the  partiarchy,  seemingly  intact.” 

Like  the  midwestern  farm  women  of  “Kansas  In 
The  Spring,”  the  story  “Nothing  Safe  In  Crabtree 
Meadow”  is  a  horrifying,  blunt  example  of  powerless 
women  in  a  rural  setting.  This  story  involves  a 
woman  who  goes  camping  with  her  teenage  son. 
Hearing  a  noise  at  night,  she  discovers  a  bear  poking 
through  their  isolated  campsite.  She  jumps  and 
shouts  to  frighten  the  animal  away.  Neither  the  bear 
nor  her  hardy  son  respond.  The  bear  continues  to 
chomp  on  everything  in  sight  (chocolate,  peanuts, 
sunflower  seeds,  even  a  tampon),  while  her  son 
continues  to  snooze  peacefully.  Exasperated  by  the 
bear’s  antics  and  the  lack  of  assistance  from  the  boy, 
the  woman  flings  a  flashlight  at  the  bear.  Wrong 
move.  The  flying  flashlight  picks  up  a  pint-sized  cub, 
hitherto  unseen.  The  mother  bear  roars  and  attacks. 
The  woman’s  son  finally  awakes,  helps  to  bandage 
her  wounds  and,  together,  they  wend  their  way  back 
to  civilization.  The  woman  survives  and  in  her  sick 
bed  the  idea  of  her  mortality  presses  on  her  as  she 
replays  the  event.  With  this  story,  Boucher  gives  us  a 
quick  glance  at  how  women  and  men  are  very  differ¬ 
ent  animals.  The  two  mothers,  bear  and  woman,  act 
as  nurturing  agents  and,  at  the  same  time,  are  ready 
to  protect  and  defend  themselves  and  their  offspring. 
Between  the  human  mother  and  son,  the  son  is  a  very 
different  animal.  As  he  moves  awkwardly  to  assuage 
his  guilt  and  comfort  his  mother,  isn’t  he  like  some 
lumbering,  albeit  tame,  bear? 

Awkwardness  is  a  device  which  travels  through 
many  of  Boucher’s  tales.  “Charm  School”  is  a 
remarkable  account  of  a  woman  suckered  into  sexual 
confrontations  with  men,  and  in  “Me  and  Ahnie 
Silver,”  a  lesbian  woman  faces  much  confusion  in  a 
love  affair. 

With  her  extraordinary  use  of  words,  Boucher 
translates  everyday  experiences  into  exquisite  vig¬ 
nettes.  In  “The  Day  My  Father  Kicked  Me  Out,” 
Boucher  writes  of  a  grown  woman  who  is  fed  up  with 
being  the  good  little  girl  who  never  disagrees  with  her 
daddy.  As  the  title  shows,  her  actions  do  not  gather  a 
necessarily  positive  result.  However,  the  story  does 
illustrate  the  constricting  reality  of  men’s  homes 
being  their  castles  and  the  majority  of  daddies  as 
tyrants. 
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Young  Love 

Annie  on  My  Mind 

by  Nancy  Garden 
Farrar,  Straus,  Giroux 
New  York,  1982 
234  pp.,  $10.95 


Reviewed  by  John  Rosario 


Laurel  Cunningham 


Like  all  good  novels  of  adolescence  Annie  onMy 
Mind  is  a  moving  and  stirring  book.  It  speaks 
from  and  to  the  heart.  But  unlike  many  novels 
that  deal  with  growing  up,  the  principal  characters  in 
this  book  make  a  happy  if  unconventional  entrance 
into  adulthood. 

Primarily  written  for  the  so-called  young  adult 
audience,  Annie  .  .  .  has  a  sophisticated  plot  that 
rivals  the  best  of  any  other  “young  adult”  literature. 
The  characters  are  portrayed  realistically,  and  the 
world  that  the  novel  describes  is  convincing  in  its 
ambiguity,  surprise  and  unreasonableness.  Of 
course,  the  most  important  dimension  to  the  plot  is 


the  mutual  self-discovery  by  Annie  and  Liza  that  they 
are  in  love  with  each  other. 

The  book  is  narrated  from  the  perspective  of  Eliza 
Winthrop,  a  freshman  in  architectural  studies  at 
MIT.  And  we  follow  her  through  her  diary  as  she 
recounts  the  numerous  episodes  that  united  her  and 
Annie,  and  finally  separated  them.  Liza  records  her 
uncertainty  about  her  relationship  with  Annie,  a  pre¬ 
cocious  and  moody  young  woman,  in  an  effort  to  get 
a  clearer  understanding  of  her  own  feelings.  And  she 
leaves  no  stone  unturned  in  prodding  the  dimensions 
of  their  friendship.  If  Liza  is  fickle  in  her  affections, 
she  is  certainly  reliable  and  straightforward  in  her 
narrative. 

As  with  most  stories  of  teenage  friendship,  admira¬ 
tion  and  curiosity  soon  develop  into  love  and  devo¬ 
tion  of  one  kind  or  another;  such  is  the  pattern  with 
Annie  .  .  .  For  it  seems  that  Eliza  and  Annie  are  dif¬ 
ferent  in  almost  every  way.  Liza  is  fair-skinned  and 
protestant;  she  inhabits  the  privileged  and  affluent 
neighborhood  of  Brooklyn  Heights,  and  attends  a 
private  school  that  borders  on  the  shabby  genteel. 
Annie  Kenyon,  on  the  other  hand,  is  dark,  unconven¬ 
tional,  working-class.  Her  father  drives  a  cab  for  his 
living,  her  grandma  speaks  little  English.  How  then, 
do  characters  from  such  disparate  backgrounds  meet 
and  fall  in  love? 

On  the  surface,  their  story  follows  the  typical  pat¬ 
tern  of  young  lovers  overcoming  the  obstacles  that 
thwart  their  romance.  But  as  the  novel  progresses, 
Nancy  Garden  surpasses  this  motif  by  creating 
unusual  and  compelling  characters  in  Liza  and 
Annie.  In  addition  to  their  own  particular  hang-ups, 
Liza  and  Annie  must  contend  with  those  of  a  number 
of  other  characters.  And  this  tension  makes  the  story 
live  in  the  imagination  of  the  reader.  There  are  many 
figures  who  represent  all  that  is  narrow-minded  and 
unforgiving  in  the  conventional  world,  especially  the 
prudish  headmistress  and  her  snoopy  secretary. 
However,  Nancy  Garden  does  Liza  and  Annie  much 
justice  by  including  other  characters  who  express  a 
whole  range  of  attitudes,  when  it  comes  to  lesbian¬ 
ism,  from  the  approving  couple,  Ms.  Widmer  and 
Ms.  Stevenson,  who  are  teachers  at  the  school,  to 
Annie’s  benign  but  frightened  parents. 

And  it  is  here  that  Nancy  Garden  makes  her  break¬ 
through  in  the  genre  of  juvenile  fiction.  She  is  not 
only  giving  voice  to  a  potential  that  so  far  belongs 


only  to  a  lucky  few,  but  she  also  makes  a  particularly 
stirring  announcement,  that  first  loves  can  be  gay 
loves. 

For  as  Liza’s  consciousness  of  her  own  identity 
develops,  the  novel  itself  changes.  Annie  on  MyMind 
becomes  gay  because  it  is  a  novel  that  begins  to  be 
told  from  the  inside  out,  in  a  way  that  no  detached 
observer  could  match.  Thus,  Annie  .  .  .  fills  an  enor¬ 
mous  gap  in  adult  as  well  as  juvenile  fiction.  Here  are 
characters  with  whom  many  can  identify,  or  look 
back  upon  in  recollection  of  younger,  earlier  selves. 
In  this  way,  the  book  becomes  a  comforting 
companion. 

As  a  writer,  Nancy  Garden  is  capable.  She  skill¬ 
fully  handles  her  material,  so  the  novel  is  substantial 
without  seeming  inflated.  Yet  there  are  a  few  draw¬ 
backs  to  the  writer’s  style.  In  its  efforts  to  be  straight¬ 
forward,  the  book  becomes  too  literal,  educational  in 
the  worst  sense  of  the  word.  Rather  than  give  us  sub¬ 
jective  impressions  through  her  characters’  eyes,  we 
are  often  given  flat,  journalistic  descriptions  that 
sound  like  demographics  at  times.  There  are  a  num¬ 
ber  of  instances  where  a  lyrical  rather  than  journalis¬ 
tic  approach  would  have  been  more  effective.  One 
almost  gets  the  feeling  that  Nancy  Garden  is  trying  to 
write  a  novel  that  is  “too  right.” 

On  the  other  hand,  when  Liza  and  Annie  speak  to 
each  other  directly,  you  are  moved  by  their  honesty 
and  sensitivity.  Nancy  Garden  is  at  her  best  as  a 
writer  when  she  allows  her  characters,  all  of  them,  to 
speak  for  themselves.  She  creates  distinct  voices, 
mannerisms  and  attitudes  that  allow  the  reader  to 
both  visualize  and  participate  in  the  drama  of  the 
istory. 

At  a  first  glance,  Annie  on  My  Mind  might  seem 
exclusively  suited  for  the  teenage  audience.  However, 
1  think  it  has  a  much  broader  appeal  and  will  prove 
both  entertaining  and  moving  to  lesbians  and  gay 
men  of  all  ages.  As  you  read  this  particular  book, 
you  may  be  reminded  of  another  book,  Aaron 
Fricke’s  memoir, .  .  .  Rock  Lobster,  which  presented 
a  particularly  difficult  version  of  being  young  and 
gay.  Although  we  are  lucky  to  have  such  contrasting 
works  at  hand,  one  cannot  help  but  wish  that  life,  at 
times,  would  imitate  art.  If  Annie  on  My  Mind  seems 
a  bit  too  pat  in  places,  perhaps  it  is  time  for  at  least 
an  occasional  happy  ending. 


Fiction  and  Feminism 


Between  Friends 

by  Gillian  E.  Hanscombe 
Alyson 
Boston,  1982 
175  pp.,  $5.95 


Reviewed  by  Nancy  Walker 


I  suppose  Between  Friends  is  called 

because  it  is  lengthy,  written  in  prose  as 
opposed  to  poetry  and  is  fiction  as  opposed  to 
fact.  Well,  my  dears,  all  those  elements  go  into  the; 
composition  of  a  novel,  but  they  do  not  a  novel  make. 

These  letters  from  four  women  to  one  another  are* 
really  a  meandering  set  of  essays  on  feminism  from 
four  different  perspectives:  Meg,  a  moderate  lesbian 
feminist,  Jane,  an  ultra-extreme  lesbian  feminist, 
Frances,  a  rather  timid  straight  non-feminist  and 
Amy,  a  straight  feminist. 

The  women  all  reveal  their  views  through  the  nar¬ 
rative  technique  of  the  letter,  but  the  epistolary  novel 
is  an  old  and  difficult  form  of  fiction  which  requires 
great  subtlety  and  is  employed  to  skirt  many  of  the 
problems  authors  run  into  in  other  forms  of  the 
novel.  In  return  for  getting  rid  of  the  difficulty  of 
point  of  view,  onmiscience  of  the  author  and  the  pure 
mechanical  absurdities  of  moving  characters  about 
from  place  to  place,  the  epistolary  novel  to  be  a  novel 
must  reveal  inch  by  inch  the  personality  of  the  letter 
writers.  We  must,  as  readers,  be  able  to  get  inside  the 
heads  of  the  people  involved;  we  must  recognize 
them  as  different  from  each  other  and  true  to 
themselves. 

Hanscombe  does  not  have  the  ability  to  differenti¬ 
ate  her  “speakers.”  All  four  women  “sound”  alike; 
only  their  messages  are  different.  If  one  writer’s  use 
of  language  is  indistinguishable  from  another’s,  there 
is  no  sense  of  having  more  than  one  character.  In 
fact,  in  this  particular  case,  there  is  no  real  fictional 
development.  The  author  should  have  written  essays 
on  feminism.  It  seems  to  me  that  that  effort  would 
have  been  valid  and  sensible.  But  to  cloak  feminist 
rhetoric  in  the  guise  of  a  novel  is  an  inept  form  of 
cheating,  no  doubt  unintentional. 


Laurel  Cunningham 


I  have  never  read  anything  of  Ms.  Hanscombe’s 
before.  I  know  nothing  about  her.  I  believe  it  is  terri¬ 
bly  important  for  lesbian  fiction  to  be  written  and 
published  and,  of  course,  read.  For  many  years, 
whenever  I  was  asked  to  review  a  gay  or  lesbian 
book,  I  held  back  my  big  guns  (it  is  very  easy  to  be 
destructive,  and,  for  some  people,  it  is  obviously 
great  fun;  I  do  not  number  myself  among  them)  but  I 
think  that  gay  and  lesbian  literature  has  just  about 
come  of  age  now  and  should  be  judged  for  its  literary 
merits  or  lack  of  them  as  well  as  for  its  “content,”  its 
gay  substance. 

Therefore,  I  must  in  all  honesty  say  that  Between 
Friends  fails  utterly  as  both  Fiction  and  entertain¬ 
ment,  but  it  makes  several  statements  of  political  or 
philosophical  interest. 

Meg  seems  so  eminently  sane  to  me  when  she  is 


willing  to  love  her  son  despite  her  feminist  commit¬ 
ment.  Jane  seems  rather  difficult  and  strident  when 
she  says  that  all  women  carrying  male  babies  should 
abort  them.  It’s  an  interesting  position  and  probably 
the  logical  extreme  of  feminist  rhetoric,  but  through 
the  course  of  the  book  Jane  and  Meg  make  accomo¬ 
dations  and  finally  wind  up  in  an  intimate  relation¬ 
ship  with  one  another.  Frances  was  Meg’s  friend  at 
the  beginning  of  the  book.  She  could  not  separate  in 
her  mind  feminism  and  lesbianism  and  she  seemed 
very  much  afraid  of  being  a  lesbian,  though  she 
“loved”  Meg  and  found  her,  in  the  early  part  of  the 
book,  essential  to  her  well-being.  Frances  is  married 
to  Jim  and  Amy  sleeps  with  Tim.  Amy,  in  order  to 
achieve  her  feminist  goal  of  neutralizing  the  power  of 
Tim’s  penis,  refuses  to  allow  him  to  penetrate  her. 
He  agrees  to  this  wholeheartedly  and  they  make  love 
as  lesbians  might,  sans  penis.  One  wonders,  then, 
what  the  difference  really  is  between  male  and  female 
lovers,  if  the  penis  is  not  used  for  penetration.  I  find 
that  an  intriguing  question  indeed.  Obviously,  even 
without  a  penis,  men  and  women  are  different.  There 
must  be  a  tremendous  emotional  and  personality  dif¬ 
ference,  or  else,  why  wouldn’t  all  of  us  be  hetero¬ 
sexual?  Sexual  acts  can  certainly  be  accomodated,  as 
Hanscombe’s  book  illustrates. 

Frances  is  trapped  in  the  heterosexual  role  carved 
out  for  her  by  the  society  into  which  she  was  born. 
She  endures  a  great  deal  from  Jim,  but  she  won’t 
leave  him.  Instead,  she  drops  her  lesbian  friend  Meg, 
who  had  been  raped  by  Jim.  Amy’s  relationship  with 
Tim  works  out  much  more  positively.  Her  position 
probably  represents  the  best  we  can  hope  for  from 
straight  women  who  are  trying  to  wrestle  with  the 
demands  of  a  feminist  consciousness  while  staying 
within  the  bounds  of  their  sexual  preference. 

It  puzzles  me  when  an  author  has  two  men  named 
Jim  and  Tim  and  two  women  named  Jan  and  Jane. 
(Jan  is  mentioned  by  Meg;  she  does  not  write  any  let¬ 
ters  herself.)  If  these  were  not  stylistic  errors,  they 
must  mean  something.  Perhaps  it  is  that  Tim  and  Jim 
had  a  lot  in  common,  both  being  males  with  the  abil¬ 
ity  to  penetrate,  etc.  But  one  of  them  was  pro- 

Continued  on  Book  Review  page  8 
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Noel 
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and  destroying  of  traditional  restraints  left  him 
behind  in  a  self-absorbed  world  of  royal  families  and 
polite,  upper  class  frivolity.  The  quickness  and  wit 
that  were  his  trademarks  were  never  as  sharp  as  they 
were  in  the  beginning.  Instead  of  using  the  scalpel  to 
cut  at  society  he  used  it  to  cut  his  own  artistic  throat: 
his  writing,  as  well  as  his  politics,  became  dated  and 
moribund. 

The  final  joke  may,  however,  be  on  Coward  him¬ 
self.  After  years  of  neglect  he  lived  to  see  his  early 
plays  praised  again.  He  took  this  as  a  sign  that  good 
taste  was  returning  to  the  world.  It  is  more  probable 
that  the  same  sense  of  dissatisfaction  which  had 
emerged  after  World  War  I  was  bubbling  up  again  in 
the  sixties.  The  more  radical  sentiments  in  these  plays 
appealed  again  to  an  audience  displeased  with  the 
social  order— exactly  the  sort  of  people  Coward  had 
spent  the  bulk  of  his  career  denouncing  as  “beastly” 
and  “unruly.” 

Coward’s  importance  lies  in  his  early  work — the 
plays  which  are  being  revived  now.  There  is  a  wit  and 
intelligence  there  which  might  have  become  great  cul¬ 
tural  and  artistic  achievements:  Coward’s  gay  sensi¬ 
bility  did  not  grow  but  withered  and  died.  It  is  a 
shame  that  the  Diaries  cannot  add,  but  only  detract, 
from  his  importance.  After  seven  hundred  pages  you 
come  to  the  realization  that  The  Noel  Coward  Diaries 
aren’t  very  gay;  they  are  just  grim. 


Keeping  Up . . . 
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The  Larkin  Building’s  uncompromising  piers,  and 

Out  of  the  parking  structures  in  Chicago  I’ll 
remold 

The  Schiller  Building  and  the  Old  Stock  Exchange. 

Like  a  vengeful  Johnny  Appleseed  I’ll  girdle  each 

Male  ailanthus  tree  and  like  a  Know-Nothing  I’ll 
close 

The  ports  to  chestnut  blight  and  the  Dutch  elm 
disease. 

My  life  is  made  articulate  in  these  poems.  They  give 
reality  to  my  sentimental  constitution,  objectify  it, 
and  make  me  at  home  with  myself.  They  are  respect¬ 
able,  as  is  Ashbery  or  Richard  Howard.  Not  so 
embarassing  or  immediate  or  comforting  as  James 
Schuyler  is  in  The  Morning  of  the  Poem  (Farrar, 
Straus  and  Girous,  1980).  But  who  says  respectability 
cannot  be  touching  and  even  insidious? 

One  other  thing.  It’s  not  meant  to  be  camp,  and  it 
really  is  not  camp,  but  still  I  cried  and  was  spell¬ 
bound  by  Daniel  Hoffman’s  Brotherly  Love — about 
William  Penn  and  the  Indians.  A  book-length  histor¬ 
ical  poem,  it  is  a  wonderful  read.  That’s  an  oxym¬ 
oron,  except  of  course  there  is  the'  Iliad  and 
Hiawatha. 

They  are  generally  tall,  straight,  well-built,  and  of 
singular  Proportion; 

they  tread  strong  and  clever,  and  mostly  walk  with 
lofty  Chin: 

of  Complexion,  Black,  but  by  design,  as  the 
Gypsies  in  England: 

They  grease  themselves  with  Bears-fat  clarified,  and 


Catching  Up 
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into  the  harbor.  People  are  dashing  in  all  directions. 
Are  they  using  rubber  bullets?” 

The  relationship  of  gay  liberation  to  gay  rights  is 
discussed  explicitly  in  Flaunting  It!.  “Gay 
liberation”  is  a  term  you  don’t  hear  much  in  the 
United  States  anymore.  Canadian  activists  who 
worked  on  campaigns  to  get  sexual  orientation 
included  in  the  human  rights  codes  of  Canadian 
provinces  see  their  work  as  part  of  trying  to  change 
society  in  more  fundamental  ways.  In  the  U.S.  peo¬ 
ple  seem  to  be  divided;  conservatives  lobby  for  gay 
rights  legislation  and  acceptance  by  the  powers  that 
be  on  the  one  hand,  and  radicals  plan  demonstrations 
and  agitate  for  other  unpopular  causes  as  part  of 
broader  social  change.  It  is  nice  to  see  these  two 
approaches  evaluated  in  Brian  Waite’s  “A  Strategy 
for  Gay  Liberation.” 

I  get  a  feeling  about  the  Canadian  movement,  simi¬ 
lar  to  what  1  felt  after  visiting  Chapel  Hill,  North 
Carolina,  for  the  Southeast  Conference  of  Lesbians 
and  Gay  Men  in  1979.  When  you  are  spread  further 
apart  you  see  yourself  as  part  of  a  community  that 
you  actively  foster.  You  don’t  take  the  existence  of 
groups  for  granted  (he  way  dwellers  of  New  York, 
Los  Angeles,  or  Chicago  do.  There  just  aren’t 
enough  committed  people  around  to  be  so  picky  and 
so  you  can’t  afford  the  luxury  of  separating  off  into 
your  own  interest  group  with  people  who  agree  with 


Sexual  City 
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and  the  characters  we  find  are  able  to  ask  the  difficult 
questions  which  many  of  us  have  hesitated  to  ver¬ 
balize:  What  does  it  mean  that  I  fantasize  about  be¬ 
ing  gang-banged?  Is  my  attraction  to  Black  men 
motivated  by  racism?  How  do  I  feel  about  the  fact 
that  my  lover  fucks  me  but  I  never  fuck  him?  Can  I 
be  butch  and  still  fall  in  love?  How  has  my  rela¬ 
tionship  with  my  father  affected  my  homosexuality? 

There  are  no  easy  answers  to  these  questions  and  it 
is  appropriate  that  Steward  presents  no  simple 
answers.  It  is  in  the  asking  of  the  questions  that  Stew¬ 
ard  forces  us  to  grapple  with  our  sexualities,  yet  he 
never  forces  us  to  become  mired  in  traditional  Freud¬ 
ian  theories.  Almost  all  of  Steward’s  men  allow 
themselves  to  feel  what  they  feel  and  experience  their 
sexuality  with  exhiliration,  warmth  and  good  feeling. 

The  particular  mesh  in  these  books  between  poli¬ 
tics  and  sexuality  is  crucial  to  the  unique  quality  of 
these  books.  The  author  is  clearly  a  man  who  under¬ 
stands  and  has  experienced  the  sexual  adventures  he 
writes  about  (at  least  those  adventures  which  I  share 
an  interest  in  and,  therefore,  know  a  little  about), 
and  he  also  thinks  a  whole  lot  about  gay  identity  and 
gay  oppression.  Steward’s  hustler  is  the  kind  of  man 
who,  when  tricking  with  a  judge,  nails  him  on  his 
handling  of  gay  cases.  He  isn’t  afraid  to  note  that 
sadomasochists  have  been  considered  “too  deviant” 
for  the  mainstream  gay  movement  (oddly  enough, 


using  no  defense 

against  Sun  or  Weather,  their  skins  must  needs  be 
swarthy; 

Their  Eye  is  little  and  black,  not  unlike  a 
straight-look’t  Jew. 

The  thick  Lip  and  flat  Nose,  so  frequent  with  the 
East-Indians  and  Blacks,  are  not  common  to 
them; 

for  I  have  seen  as  comely  European-like  faces 
among  them  of  both,  as  on  your  side  the  Sea; 
and  truly  an  Italian  Complexion  hath  not  much 
more  of  the  White, 

and  the  Noses  of  several  of  them  have  as  much  of 
the  Roman. 

And  of  the  Quakers  before  their  leaving  England: 

For  two  hours  the  People  were  together  and  peace¬ 
ably  kept  their  Meeting, 
ready  to  dismiss,  when  in  came  roaring 
Major-General  Brown  with  a  Party  of  Men,  Pikes 
and  Swords  drawn 

and  when  they  were  entered  among  the  People  they 
cried 

Shut  the  Door,  make  it  fast! 
the  Officer  having  in  hand  a  Club  a  Yard  long, 
for  size  and  weight  as  much  as  he  could  handle, 
he  and  his  Party  then  fell  to  strike  and  wound  the 
People  fearfully 

in  the  most  unmerciful  manner  ever  beheld  in  this 
City 

in  Time  of  Peace,  and  neither  Man  nor  Woman 
Young  nor  Old  they  spared  but  into  the  Streets 
they  hated  them,  cut  and  bruised 
and  beat  some  down  to  the  ground  where  lay 


■% 

you  completely.  I  also  saw  more  friendliness  and 
openness  in  the  southeast.  People  had  travelled  great 
distances  to  get  together  in  Chapel  Hill  and  were  gen¬ 
uinely  concerned  about  each  other. 

Perhaps  I’m  idealizing  the  rural  southeast  and 
there  is  a  subtle  form  of  condescension  going  on  in 
my  picture  of  groovy  togetherness  in  the  country  .  But 
in  the  chronology  there  are  many  national  confer¬ 
ences  of  lesbians— and  mixed  ones,  too.  These  make 
up  a  picture  of  binational  togetherness,  that  is  per¬ 
haps  only  superficial.  It  may  be  that  being  more 
familiar  with  the  NOLAGs  and  the  March  on  Wash¬ 
ington  national  U.S.  conferences.  I’ve  seen  the  seam¬ 
ier  details  which  are  not  exposed  in  Flaunting  It!.  I’d 
like  to  find  out  more. 

A  positive  aspect  of  the  selection  was  some  writers 
being  represented  by  more  than  one  piece.  Thus,  I 
got  a  sense  of  what  Michael  Riordon  and  Chris 
Bearchell,  for  example,  are  like.  Stansky  and  Jack- 
son  must  have  had  a  hard  time  weighing  the  merits  of 
a  second  and  third  piece  by  one  writer  as  opposed  to 
the  variety  a  new  contributor  would  bring.  There 
were  also  personalities  that  came  up  more  than  once. 
Brent  Hawkes,  the  MCC  minister,  pops  up  on  the 
discussion  of  the  TV  documentary,  preaches  civil  dis¬ 
obedience  at  the  baths  raid  demonstrations  and  goes 
on  a  hunger  strike  to  force  the  government  to  con¬ 
duct  an  independent  inquiry  into  the  police  brutality 


Steward  wrote  this  in  the  1960s,  while  in  the  1980s 
gay  male  and  lesbian  sadomasochists  continue  to  be 
covertly  or  overtly  forced  out  of  movement  politics). 
And  when  Phil  Andros  comes  across  a  foot  fetishist, 
we  learn  the  names  of  all  the  bacterii  that  can  cause 
problems  if  ingested — concern  for  gay  men’s  health 
surfaces  twenty  years  before  the  current  “Gay  Men’s 
Health  Crisis. ” 

What  is  more.  Steward  is  a  master  story-teller  and 
is  able  to  capture  the  feeling  of  cruising,  sparring, 
connecting,  and  reaching  a  climax,  while  weaving 
extraordinary  circumstances  into  his  tales.  My  favor¬ 
ite  tricks  Andros  encounters  are  the  farm  boy  who 
comes  to  Chicago  to  be  a  welder  who  becomes  a  porn 
star,  the  shoe-repair  man  who  slurps  away  at  Andros’ 
feet  on  his  death  bed,  and  the  S&M  couple  who  leave 
Andros  to  “babysit”  for  their  slaves.  The  stories  take 
off  in  fantastic  directions,  yet  never  leave  the  control 
of  the  author.  After  spending  the  summer  reading 
contemporary  gay  male  fiction  which  portrays  gay 
characters  yet  stubbornly  refuses  to  focus  on  the 
substantial  issues  in  our  lives,  it  is  refreshing  and  ex¬ 
citing  to  read  Stud  and  Below  the  Belt.  This  is  reading 
for  pleasure  as  well  as  reading  for  empowerment .  .  . 
which  is,  after  all,  what  all  good  pornography,  and 
all  good  literature,  should  be. 


six  or  eight  half-dead  by  sore  blows  .... 

And  in  a  demonic  fashion  the  persecuted  then 
become  oppressors  of  the  noble  Indians.  It  is  no 
happy  story. 


*  *  * 

Yesterday  I  had  a  prick  test.  Allergies.  I  felt 
flushed  in  my  face.  My  eyes  teared,  filled  with  liquid, 
got  red.  Puffy  lids,  too.  I  itched  everywhere.  They 
gave  me  adrenalin,  Benedryl,  more  adrenalin,  ster¬ 
oids,  plus  my  white  pills  and  my  yellow  pills.  It  was 
mugwort  (sage).  Natural  stuff  always  does  me  in. 
Unnatural  stuff  doesn’t.  The  physician  had  never 
seen  such  a  strong  reaction  from  a  prick.  (What  they 
do  is  put  an  alien  fluid  on  your  skin,  scratch  the  skin 
with  a  needle,  and  watch  for  weals.  MD  and  RN 
S&M.)  Anaphylaxsis  is  an  extreme  sensitivity  to 
something,  a  consequence  of  previous  exposure  to  it. 
Think  of  the  frisson  you  feel  when  someone  calls  you 
“Fag!”  or  the  sublime  subversiveness  of  Michel¬ 
angelo’s  David.  Well,  gay  sensibility  offers  many  ad¬ 
vantages,  and  they’re  not  only  subliminal  or  sub¬ 
cutaneous.  How  else  could  you  be  sure  of  what  is  go¬ 
ing  on  in  the  advertising  pages  of  the  New  York 
Times. 

Right  now  I  am  reading  the  biography  of  Maria 
Callas,  one  in  that  red -covered  series.  They  are 
generic.  What  I  do  not  understand  is  why  Elizabeth 
Taylor’s  has  a  silver  cover. 

©1982  Martin  H.  Krieger 


and  complicity  of  the  higher  ups  involved.  The  grad¬ 
uates  of  the  self-defense  class  written  up  in  the  first 
section  become  marshalls  for  the  demonstrations, 
and  Brian  Mossup,  who  writes  “Gay  Men’s  Feminist 
Mistake”  in  1980,  was  also  expelled  from  the  Com¬ 
munist  Party  of  Canada  for  being  openly  gay  in 
1976.  Getting  a  glimpse  of  these  people,  I  want  to 
know  more. 

Oh,  I  did  let  my  subscription  run  out  in  1980.  Not 
because  I  didn’t  like  reading  The  Body  Politic,  on  the 
contrary,  I  loved  it.  But  I  just  didn’t  have  the  time  to 
read  it  all,  which  I  unfortunately  felt  I  had  to  do.  I 
also  stopped  getting  the  Boston  Globe  and  the  New 
York  Times  in  the  same  period,  so  it  is  in  distin¬ 
guished  company.  I  do  still  feel  nostalgic  about  The 
Body  Politic  when  I  get  requests  for  contributions  to 
the  defense  fund  which  coordinates  the  paper’s 
expensive  court  proceedings.  But  now  Flaunting  It!  is 
out  and  I’ve  caught  up  on  what  I’ve  missed.  The 
anthology  can  be  read  at  once  for  a  high;  kept  near 
your  bedside,  toilet  or  breakfast  table  to  dip  into  for 
occasional  enlightenment;  and  saved  as  a  reference 
work  on  the  First  decade  of  our  movement.  It  con¬ 
tains  some  of  the  best  writing  by  and  about  lesbians 
and  gay  men  I  have  seen.  And  it  may  just  convince 
me  to  re-subscribe. 
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ADVERTISEMENT 


An  open  letter 
to  the  gay  community 
on  hepatitis  B 


Hepatitis  B,  a  serious  disease, 
may  be  sexually  transmitted 

Sexually  transmitted  diseases  among  the 
gay  community  are  epidemic.  Herpes  has 
recently  received  a  lot  of  attention; 
gonorrhea  and  syphilis  are  well  known; 
but  the  Centers  for  Disease  Control 
(CDC)  recently  issued  a  major 
recommendation  for  the  prevention  of 
another  sexually  transmitted  disease: 
Hepatitis  B.  In  their  Morbidity  and 
Mortality  Weekly  Report,  the  CDC  stated: 
“Susceptible  homosexually  active  males 
should  be  vaccinated  [against  hepatitis  B] 
regardless  of  their  age  or  duration  of  their 
homosexual  practices.” 

Gay  men  are  at  a  high  risk  of 

contracting  hepatitis  B 

In  one  study,  from  51%  to  76%  of  3,816 
gay  men  seen  in  five  sexually  transmitted 
disease  clinics  had  evidence  of  past  or 
present  hepatitis  B  infection.  Once 
infected,  there’s  a  6%  to  10%  chance  of 
becoming  a  carrier— capable  of  passing 
on  the  virus.  The  CDC  estimated  there 
are  nearly  1  million  carriers  in  the  United 
States  and  that  100,000  of  these  carriers 
are  gay  men. 


The  hepatitis  B  virus  can  be 
passed  on  by  contact  with 
contaminated  body  fluids 

such  as  saliva,  urine,  semen,  and  blood. 
The  hepatitis  B  virus  can  be  transmitted 
through  tiny  breaks  in  the  skin  or  contact 
with  mucous  membranes.  This  can  occur 
during  intimate  sexual  contact  and  can 
lead  to  hepatitis  B  for  the  partner  of  an 
infected  person.  Although  most  patients 
recover  and  over  half  contracting 
hepatitis  B  do  not  get  symptoms,  there  is 
no  specific  treatment  and  no  known  cure 
for  hepatitis  B  infections. 

Hepatitis  B  may  lead  to  even 
more  serious  complications 

For  those  who  do  get  symptoms  of 
hepatitis  B,  a  mild  or  severe  “flu-like” 
sickness  may  continue  for  weeks  or 
months.  Ten  percent  of  all  infections 
become  long  lasting  (chronic)  with 
potential  complications  that  are 
sometimes  more  serious  than  those  of 
other  sexually  transmitted  diseases.  The 
serious  complications  include  the  chronic 
carrier  state,  chronic  active  hepatitis, 
chronic  persistent  hepatitis,  cirrhosis,  and 
even  cancer  of  the  liver.  Every  year 
almost  4,000  carriers  die  of  cirrhosis.  In 
addition,  carriers  have  a  risk  273  times 
greater  than'that  of  the  general 
population  of  contracting  a  usually  fatal 
form  of  liver  cancer. 


Now  this  serious  sexually 
transmitted  disease  is  usually 
preventable  by  vaccination  with 
the  new  hepatitis  B  vaccine 

After  more  than  a  decade  of  research  and 
development,  a  new  vaccine  is  available 
for  prevention,  not  treatment,  of  hepatitis 
B.  In  clinical  studies,  the  vaccine  was 
highly  effective  in  preventing  hepatitis  B 
infection  and  was  generally  well 
tolerated.  No  serious  adverse  reactions 
occurred  in  these  studies. 

The  vaccination  regimen  consists  of  a 
series  of  three  injections,  the  first  two  a 
month  apart  and  the  third,  six  months 
after  the  first.  To  be  effective,  the  vaccine 
must  be  given  before  a  person  gets 
hepatitis  B.  The  vaccine  helps  prevent  the 
disease:  It  is  not  effective  as  a  treatment. 

We  suggest  that  you  consult  your  doctor 
to  determine  if  you  should  be  vaccinated. 

For  more  information 
about  hepatitis  B  and  the 
vaccine  to  prevent  it,  contact 
your  doctor,  clinic,  or  the 
American  Liver  Founda¬ 
tion.  998  Pompton  Avenue, 
Cedar  Grove,  NJ  07009 
(201)  857-2626. 


This  message  is  brought  to  you  as  a  public  service  by 
The  American  Liver  Foundation 


Why  you  should  consult  your  doctor  or  clinic 

The  vaccine  helps  protect  against  infection  caused  by 
hepatitis  B  virus.  This  virus  is  an  important  cause  of  viral 
hepatitis,  a  disease  mainly  of  the  liver.  Even  mild  forms  of 
this  disease  may  lead  to  serious  complications  and 
aftereffects,  including  liver  cancer.  There  is  no  specific 
treatment  for  viral  hepatitis. 

Vaccination  is  recommended  for  persons  who  have  a 
higher  risk  of  becoming  infected  with  hepatitis  B  virus 
because  of  frequent,  close  contact  with  infected  people  or 
exposure  to  body  fluids  from  such  people.  It  will  not 


protect  against  hepatitis  caused  by  viruses  other  than 
hepatitis  B  virus. 

No  serious  adverse  reactions  were  reported  in  over 
6,000  individuals  receiving  the  vaccine  in  clinical  trials. 
The  most  frequent  reaction  was  soreness  at  the  point  of 
injection;  less  common  local  reactions  included  redness, 
swelling,  warmth,  or  formation  of  a  hard,  lumplike  spot. 
The  local  effects  were  usually  mild  and  lasted  no  more 
than  2  days  after  vaccination.  Occasionally,  low-grade 
fever  (less  than  101  °F)  occurred.  When  it  did,  it  usually 
lasted  no  longer  than  48  hours  following  vaccination.  In 


rare  cases,  fever  over  102  °F  was  reported. 

More  generalized  complaints  including  malaise, 
fatigue,  headache,  nausea,  dizziness,  muscle  pain,  and 
joint  pain  were  reported  infrequently.  Rash  was  reported 
rarely.  As  with  any  vaccine,  broad  use  may  reveal 
additional  adverse  reactions. 

Your  doctor  or  clinic  knows  what  special  care  must 
be  taken  when  administering  the  vaccine  and  in 
determining  who  should  receive  the  vaccine.  The  vaccine 
is  not  intended  for  persons  who  are  allergic  to  any  of  its 
components. 
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Homophobia 
and  the  Life  Inside 


A  Bright  Spot  in  the  Yard 

Notes  and  Stories  from  a  Prison 
Journal 

by  Jerome  Washington 

The  Crossing  Press,  Trumansburg,  NY  14886 

1982,  102  pp.,  $4.95 

Reviewed  by  Malkah  Barrsey  Feldman 


Laurel  Cunningham 


Ten  years  after  Rockefeller  ordered  the  killings 
of  forty-three  Attica  prison  inmates,  we  have  a 
book  reminding  us  all  that  things  have  not 
changed  in  state  prisons.  The  very  conditions  that 
brought  on  the  prison  riots  ten  years  ago  still  remain: 
poor  food,  poor  medical  conditions,  rampant  rac¬ 
ism,  constant  degradation  and  humiliation.  A  Bright 
Spot  in  the  Yard  contains  journal  notes  and  short 
stories  that  depict  the  heart  of  the  prison  experience 
in  America.  The  book,  however,  while  trying  to  be 
sympathetic  to  the  daily  psychic  and  physical  vio¬ 
lence  of  all  inmates,  fails  miserably  in  impact  because 
of  Washington’s  homophobia.  For  women-identified 
women  or  gay  men  this  book  is  another  “political¬ 
consciousness  raising”  book  that  leaves  out  our  pain 
and  oppression. 

The  myth  of  “prison  rehabilitation”  is  widely 
exposed,  as  Washington  describes  prison  life  that 
leaves  each  inmate  “  .  .  .  a  walking  time  bomb,  a 
lethal  weapon  aimed  at  society.” 

What’s  best  about  Washington’s  book  is  his  ability 
to  genuinely  convey  that  stark  reality  by  recounting 


short  passages  of  actual  incidents.  From  killings  by 
guards  to  inmate  suicides,  Washington  captures  the 
moment.  The  Klan  mentality  of  the  guards,  so  perva¬ 
sive  in  most  prisons  in  America,  is  also  brought  out, 
reminding  us  of  the  double  jeopardy  inmates  of  color 
and  Jews  are  in  when  they  are  in  the  hands  of  the 
State.  Loss  and  separation  from  family  and  loved 
ones  is  another  major  hurdle  inmates  face.  Washing¬ 
ton’s  writings  bring  to  light  the  extreme  isolation  and 
loneliness  of  prison  life. 

The  stories  are  short  accounts  of  what  is  happening 
to  the  individual  inmates.  They  take  us  from  painful 
separations  to  fantasies  of  escapes.  “Andy”  is  the 
story  of  an  inmate  who  awaits  a  visit  from  his  mother 
only  to  be  told  that  his  mother  is  visiting  another 
inmate.  He  goes  crazy  over  this.  “Pop  Rivers”  is 
another  story  of  an  older  inmate  who  cares  for  a 
pigeon  each  day  only  to  discover  one  morning  that 
the  pigeon  has  been  killed.  The  title  story,  “A  Bright 
Spot  in  the  Yard,”  is  the  story  of  the  real  kinds  of 
prison  escape — escape  into  fantasy.  Through  a 
friend,  Jerome  Washington  discovers  a  spot  in  the 
yard  where  if  he  looks  up  all  he  can  see  is  sky.  In  this 
spot  his  dreams  can  put  him  anywhere. 

Washington  writes  eloquently  and  compassionate¬ 
ly  about  the  painfulness  of  prison  life,  yet  his 
treatment  of  fellow  gay  prisoners  is  no  less  than 
contemptuous.  “Crying  Shame,”  for  example,  is  the 
story  of  the  “ugliest  homo,”  who  goes  around  raping 
young  inmates.  Eventually  he  is  raped  himself,  to  his 
shock,  and  is  described  as  being  dazzled  by  the 
experience  and  hoping  it  will  happen  again. 

“Yesterday  the  Homos  Stopped  Turning  Tricks 
and  Organizing  for  Prison  Reform”  is  the  opening 
line  to  one  of  his  journal  notes.  The  story  gets  worse 
from  there.  Rapists  are  referred  to  as  “asshole  ban¬ 
dits”  or  “homos,”  and  the  plight  of  gay  inmates  is 
just  left  out.  While  describing  rape  by  both  prison 
guards  and  inmates  upon  gay  men  and  others,  no 
sensitivity  is  displayed.  In  this  same  light  Washington 
reminds  us  all  just  how  much  he  misses  women  in  the 
story  “The  Woman  on  My  Wall.”  Both  that  story 
and  other  heterosexist  writings  allude  to  women  as 
sorely  missed  pieces  of  meat.  Through  the  book  there 
is  no  other  mention  of  women  being  missed  or  cared 
for  in  any  other  way. 

If  one  can  read  around  the  blatant  homophobia 
and  sexism,  the  book  has  value.  For  those  of  us 
unfamiliar  with  the  realities  of  life  in  state  prisons,  it 
has  much  to  offer.  For  anyone  who  mainly  believes 
there  is  anything  rehabilitating  about  the  American 
incarceration  experience,  the  book  will  be  an  explo¬ 
sion  of  reality.  In  honestly  describing  how  life  is 
behind  bars,  Washington  takes  us  on  a  tour  of 
human  pain  and  oppression  which  is  rarely  told  else¬ 
where.  Living  in  a  capitalist  society  where  the  rich  get 
off  scot-free  for  their  crimes  while  poor  people  and 
people  of  color  are  quickly  (and  many  times  inno¬ 
cently)  put  behind  bars,  we  all  need  to  know  what 
then  happens  to  those  whose  lives  are  in  the  hands  of 
the  State.  Our  ignorance  and  silence  only  serve  to 
perpetuate  this  problematic  oppression. 


Remarkable 


Fiction 
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feminism  and  the  other  was  a  chauvinist  pig  and  a 
rapist.  Jan  was  a  long-time  lover  of  Meg’s  and  Jane 
was  to  become,  during  the  course  of  the  book,  a  new 
one.  And  her  name  added  an  “e”  (for  “extreme”?). 
One  can  never  know  for  sure,  just  from  reading  the 
book,  if  the  author  intended  such  implications,  yet 
they  are  there  to  see. 

The  series  of  letters  examines  not  only  feminism 
and  how  to  make  it  function  despite  the  fact  that 
there  are  men  in  the  world  and  the  majority  of 
women  still  want  to  relate  to  them,  but  also  lesbian¬ 
ism  itself  comes  in  for  a  bit  of  harsh  and  not  altoge¬ 
ther  unjust  criticism  from  Frances,  who  says  to  Jane, 
“You’re  like  all  lesbians — you  build  your  lives  on 
rejecting  men  and  declare  war  on  any  woman  who 
refuses  to  do  the  same  ...”  Of  course,  the  use  of 
“all”  detracts  considerably  from  her  argument,  since 
“all”  lesbians  can  never  be  considered  together  on 
any  matter,  but  certainly  there  are  some  lesbians  who 
harangue  straight  women  for  relating  to  men,  and  I 
have  always  thought  their  behavior  detrimental  to 
our  movement  as  a  whole.  Lesbians  don’t  want  to  be 
told  not  to  relate  to  women.  Why  do  they  think  it 
justifiable  to  dictate  choices  to  non-lesbian  women? 

Literary  transgressing  aside,  there  is  considerable 
food  for  thought  in  Between  Friends.  I  found  myself 
agreeing  at  times  with  each  individual  and  disagree¬ 
ing  at  other  times  with  each  individual.  That  kind  of 
openmindedness  is  very  difficult  to  maintain  in  life 
and  in  judging  other  people’s  work. 

I  wish  I  could  urge  you  to  run  out  and  purchase 
this  book  for  a  “good  read,”  but  I  can’t  do  that. 
What  I  can  say  is  that  if  you  would  Ike  to  read  some 
interesting  essays  showing  different  political  stances 
with  regard  to  lesbianism  and  feminism,  you  might 
find  reading  this  book  a  rewarding  experience. 

The  worst  single  aspect  of  Between  Friends  was  its 
inability  to  touch  me,  its  lack  of  any  person  with 
whom  I  could  identify  or  about  whom  I  could  care. 
The  book  was  emotionally  and  artistically  unsatisfy¬ 
ing,  but  it  made  me  think.  I  yvislL  however,  that  if 
Hanscombe  writes  another  book,  she  writes  a  book 
of  essays  or  a  novel,  not  one  that  masquerades  as  the 
other. 
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My  favorite  story  is  “The  Cutting  Room.”  Kelly,  a 
thirtyish-year-old  woman  who  has  recently  come  out 
as  a  lesbian,  works  a  clerical  job  in  the  pathology 
department  of  a  hospital.  Along  with  two  other 
women,  she  labels  and  records  diseased  organs,  fresh 
from  the  OR  where  they  have  been  surgically 
removed.  The  story  is  quite  concise;  its  time  span  is 
one  work  day.  The  story  focuses  on  anti-gay  remarks 
made  by  Kelly’s  two  co-workers.  (They  assume  that 
Kelly  is  heterosexual  i.e.  “normal,”  like  themselves.) 
This  story  is  a  tremendous  representation  of  an  event 
that  perhaps  all  lesbians  and  gay  men  have  experi¬ 
enced  at  least  once:  how  to  respond  to  anti-gay 
remarks  from  bigoted  co-workers.  The  story  excels, 
even  to  the  double-entendre  of  its  title:  “The  Cutting 
Room”  describes  both  the  dissecting  function  of  the 
pathology  department  and  the  snide  “cutting” 
remarks  of  the  clerical  workers. 

The  title  story,  “The  Notebooks  of  Leni  Clare,”  is 
a  trifle  overlong.  It  is  a  rambling  look  at  the  dissolu¬ 
tion  of  a  four-year  lesbian  relationship.  In  this  tale, 
Boucher  uses  a  stock  character  who  appears  in  much 
of  her  fiction.  Leni  Clare  (like  the  character  in  “Cut¬ 
ting  Room”)  is  a  woman  who  married  a  man  early  in 
life  and,  later,  came  out  as  a  lesbian.  As  she  depend¬ 
ed  on  her  husband  for  many  basic  chores,  Leni  had 
passed  this  dependency  onto  her  lesbian  lover.  With 
the  end  of  their  relationship,  Leni  is  a  wimp  and 


almost  devastated.  Prior  to  the  break-up,  she  was 
something  of  an  activist  and  had  tried  to  organize  a 
clerical  union  where  she  worked.  These  efforts  failed 
and  she  dropped  into  a  moody  funk  that  hastened  her 
lover’s  ventures  into  non-monogamy.  Eventually 
Leni  rebuilds  her  strengths.  She  helps  a  friend 
renovate  a  house.  She  goes  to  a  retreat  and  meets  a 
new  lover/friend.  Her  life  changes  and  she  grows 
with  these  changes. 

Although  a  feminist,  Sandy  Boucher  is  still  capable 
of  giving  gently  astute  jabs  to  some  of  the  more 
colorful  lesbian  lifestyles.  As  with  Leni  Clare:  “Leni 
had  met  Windstone  several  times,  but  the  name  had 
put  her  off,  so  that  she  had  not  bothered  to  get  to 
know  her.  It  was  hard  for  Leni  to  accept  these 
women  who  called  themselves  Willow  or  Comfrey  or 
Moonwoman,  these  New  Age  dykes  who  lived  in 
country  places  and  conducted  their  lives  by  consult¬ 
ing  astrology  books  or  the  /  Ching,  who  knew  more 
about  ancient  herbal  remedies  than  they  did  about 
what  was  going  on  in  the  world  right  now.” 

Sandy  Boucher  is  very  aware  of  differences  in  life¬ 
styles  and  politics,  but  her  her  craft  is  not  stunted  by 
wearing  blinders  of  political  correctness.  She  avoids 
the  tunnel  vision  of  single  viewpoints  and  explores, 
reports  and  comments  on  the  many  varied  lives  of 
women  and  lesbians.  Her  stories  are  about  ordinary, 
everyday  women  and  events.  Her  writing  makes  daily 
life  appear  familiar,  yet  remarkable. 


SCIENCEni  PEOPLE 

bimonthly 

Progressive  views  on  science  and  technology 
—energy,  militarism,  environment- 
occupational  health,  agriculture, 
women  and  science  and  much  more 
$  1 2/year  from  Science  for  the  People 
897  Main  St.,  Dept.  Ex.,  Cambridge,  MA  02139. 
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GROWING  UP  GAY:  Four  Portraits 
A  Production  of  WGBH-TV  channel  2 
Thurs  Jan.  6,  1983,  8:30  pm. 
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512  Massachusetts  Ave  Womans  Bar 

Central  Square,  Cambridge  MA  Seven  Days  a  Week 
492-9545  Wed.  2  for  1 
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DIAL:  254-CAKE 


181a  Harvard  Ave 
Allston 
Open  7  days  a  week 
10  AM  -7PM 

Boston’s  largest  selection  of  xxx -rated 
stocking  stuffers  and  adult  cakes  & 
confections. 

HOLIDAY  SPECIAL:  SEXY  SANTA  CAKES 
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TRAVEL 

Phone  482-2900 
76  Arlington  St. 
at  Boston  Park  Plaza 
Weekdays  9-6 
Saturday  10-2:30 


One  Week  Cruises 
From  $425.00 
Dec.  21— Yankee  Clipper 
Grenadines 

1983 

Jan.  25— Yankee  Trader 
Aruba 

March  8— Polynesia 
West  Indies 
April  12- Yankee  Clipper 
Grenadines 

Super  Montreal 
New  Years 
Weekend. 

Call  For  Detail 
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Relais  et  Chateau  Hotels 
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Boston  s  Best  AH  Mate  Show! 


THE  FINEST  X-RATED  ALL  MALE  MOVIES.  NOW  IN  BOTH  CINEMAS  1  &  2 
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482-4661 
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FENWAY  COMMUNITY 
HEALTH  CENTER 

16  Haviland  St.,  Boston,  MA  02115  267-7573 

Mon-Thurs.  9am-9pm  Friday  9am-6pm  Sat.  9am-2pm 
Wed.  6:30-8pm  Walk  in  VD  Testing  &  Treatment 

Services  Include 

•  Specialty  care  including  minor  surgery,  dermatology,  infectious  diseases, 
gynecology,  podiatry  (including  sports  medicine),  nutrition,  family  practice,  and 
psychiatry 

•  Board  certified  gay  and  lesbian  physicians  and  nurse  practitioners  available 

COMPLETELY^RENOVATED  FACILITIES 

•  Barrier  free  •  24  Hour  Physician  On  Call  Service 

•  Patients  needing  to  be  hospitalized  are  admitted  to  the  Beth  Israel  Hospital 

•  Nationally  recognized  specialists  in  the  diagnosis  &  treatment  of  sexually 
transmitted  disreases 

10  YEARS  SERVING  THE  GAY/LESBIAN  COMMUNITY 


Dr.  Jonathan  D.  Stein 
Chiropractor 

Treatment  of:  Neck  and  shoulder  pain, 
Headaches,  Low  back  pain,  Bursitis,  Acute 
and  Chronic  Musculoskeletal  conditions 
resulting  from  occupational  stress  and 
nervous  tension. 

Evening  Appts.  Available,  232-7200 
375  Harvard  St.,  Brookline,  MA 


behavior 
associates 
of  boston 


Serving  the  Community 

•  Weight  Control  •  Social  Skills  Training 

•  Anxiety  Reduction  •  Phobias 

•  Depression  •  Hypnosis 

•  Assertiveness  Training  •  Counseling 

■  Gay  and  Lesbian  Couples  Counseling 

For  a  consultation  with  one  of  our  licensed 
psychologists,  social  workers  or  career  counselors, 
call  262-9116 

45  NEWBURY  STREET,  BOSTON.  MASS.  02116 


Ward,  Rizzo  &  Lund 

Attorneys  at  law 


•  Relationship  Contracts  •  Immigration 

•  Wills  •  Civil  N.  Criminal  Litigation 

•  Domestic  Relations  •  Real  Estate  Transactions, 

•  Corporate  Matters  •  Estate  Planning 

Two  Park  Square* Boston,  Massachusetts  02116. 
617-426-2020 


GARY  BUSECK  and 
STEPHEN  ANSOLABEHERE 

ATTORNEYS 

landlord/lease  problems  income  tax 

wills/probate  criminal  &  civil  trials 

real  estate  transactions  injury  claims 

relationship  contracts  partnerships/corporations 

FREE  INITIAL  CONSULTATION 

426-9244 

2  Park  Square,  Boston,  MA  02116 


Threshold 

personal  counseling 

Individual  therapy,  group  support 
sessions,  career  counseling  and 
assertiveness  training  for  gay  men. 


Coolidge  Corner  Brookline 

Reasonable  Fees  Ph.D.  Cognitive  Therapy  566-0646 


What's  New  In 

Copley  Square? 
Mass  Bay 

COUNSELING  ASSOCIATES 
25  Huntington  Avenue,  Boston 
353-0225 


A  Woman’s  Own _ 

The  Joys  of  Family  Life 


Chapter  three 


By  Andrea  Loewenstein 
In  our  last  episode,  high  school 
English  teacher  Claire  Engelham- 
burger  and  her  therapist  friend, 
Lilliana  Beagle  complained  about 
the  hassle  of  holidays  and  the 
hazzards  of  the  lesbian  commun¬ 
ity,  while  an  ear  infection  confined 
Claire’s  seventeen-year  old  stu¬ 
dent,  Marcie  Linguini,  to  her  bed 
and  the  comforts  of  fantasy. 

“This  gahbage  aint  healthy!” 
Marcie’s  Dad’s  voice,  squaling 
with  rage,  woke  her  up  Saturday 
morning.  “What  I  wanna  know  is, 
who’s  introducing  the  kid  to  this 
kinda  gahbage?  Don’t  try  and  tell 
me  she’s  picking  up  gahbage  like 
this  on  her  own!” 

“Now  Hairy,  you’ll  wake  up  the 
kids,”  purred  Marcie’s  Mom,  the 
pacifier.  “Anyway,  why  don’t  you 
just  shut  up?  If  Marcie  wants  to 
explore,  good  for  her.  I  wish  I’d 
explored  a  little  more  at  her  age.” 

“Yah  call  this  explorin’?”  “I 
call  it  gahbage.”  And  Dad  began 
tp  read  aloud  out  of  Twins  To  the 
Core,  the  book  Marcie’d  found  at 
a  yard  sale  and  hid  under  her 
pillow. 

“And  then  Judith  Ann  reached 
her  nubile  young  tongue  into  the 
pulsing  wetness  of  her  twin’s 
ravaging  throb.” 

“In  my  opinion  it’s  that  dyke 
schoolteacher  she’s  got  that’s 
passing  this  gahbage  on  to  our 
kids.  I’ll  have  you  know  I  called 
the  school  yesterday  to  make  a 
report.  That’s  probably  who  gave 
her  that  so-called  ear  infection. 
Everyone  knows  them  preverts 
transmit  disease.  I  was  just  reading 
about  it  in  the  Natural  Imposter ! 
Droppin’  like  flys  right  and  left, 
them  faggots.  That’s  what  they  get 
from  screwin’  in  them  toilet  bowls. 
Lot  of  unAmerican  gahbage  if  you 
ask  me! 

“Hairy  Linguini,  if  you  use  the 
word  garbage  one  more  time  I’m 
going  to  leave  this  house  and  never 
come  back.  No  wonder  Marcie’s 
turning  into  a  lesbian  with  a  man 
like  you  around.  I’ll  have  to  think 
about  joining  her  myself.” 

As  Marcie  heard  the  door  slam 
and  the  car  peel  out,  her  small  but 
active  hart  plummed  to  the  very 
root  of  her  wisdom  teeth.  How 
was  she  ‘sposed  to  get  to  Woman’s 
Own  with  no  wheels?  She  looked 
in  on  her  little  brother  Skipper’s 
room,  but  he  was  still  fast  asleep, 
the  air  around  his  tender  body 
thick  with  the  fumes  of  poppers, 
marijuanna,  and  other  foul  hard 
and  soft  drugs  and  his  copy  of 


clutched  in  his  sticky  little  hands. 
Boys! !  She  decided  to  walk  over  to 
Nicki’s  house  and  see  if  Nicki’s 
Mom  would  let  them  take  her  car. 

But  Mrs.  Trout  flailed  her  flip¬ 
per  at  Marcie  and  wouldn’t  even 
let  her  in  the  door.  “Your  Dad’s 
told  me  you  joined  some  sort  of 
nude  bathing  plan  for 
homosexuals?  Well,  I  can  tell  you 
right  now  my  Nicole  will  have 
nothing  to  do  with  such  goings  on! 
I  never  heard  of  such  a  thing!” 

As  young  Marcie  Linguine  fled, 
towel  and  soap  in  innocent  white 
paw,  little  did  the  young  girl  guess 
of  the  life  of  exclusion,  misery  and 
viscious  depravity  so  typical  of  the 
invert’s  lot,  that  stretched  before 
her  untried  feet.  How  could  she 
know  that  the  path  to  “A 
Woman’s  Own”,  now  so  eagerly 
trod  by  her  lavender  ‘Jocko’ 
running  shoes  had  been  worn 
down  to  the  very  cuticle  by 
generations  of  Our  Kind  before 
her,  only  to  vanish  into  the  dust? 
And,  to  make  matters  worse,  big 
flakes  of  snow  began  to  fall  on  the 
meagerly  dressed  young  girls’ 
shoulders,  who  so  bravely  held  her 
thumb  out  like  an  offering  by  the 
side  of  the  rode. 

“I’ll  probably  get  kidnapped 
and  raped  and  tortured,  that’s 
all,”  Marcie  thought.  “Then 
they’ll  be  sorry.”  she  got  out  her 
new  velveteen  diary  and  made  a 
quick  entry. 

This  is  my  last  will  and  Testa¬ 
ment,  by  Marcia  S.  Linguini, 
made  when  I  was  standing  by 
the  road  after  my  parents  kick¬ 
ed  me  out  for  being  gay.  I’m  in 
sane  mind  and  body  and  I  leave 
everything  I  have  to  my  be¬ 
loved  teacher,  Claire  Engel- 
hamburger.  And  I  forgive  my 
parents  for  they  knew  not  what 
they  did. 


Ward,  Rizzo  &  Lund 

CONGRATULATES 

JANICE  H.  PLAINER 

on  her  admission  to  the  Massachusetts  Bar  and 
welcomes  her  as  an  associate  with  our  firm. 


John  P.  Ward 
Cindy  T.  Rizzo 
David  R.  Lund 

Michael  A.  Schofield,  Office  Manager 


Dr.  Scott  E.  Borrelli 

Licensed  Clinical  Psychologist 
2  Park  Sq.f  Boston 
339  Salem  St.,  Wakefield 


Individual  Psychotherapy 
Stress  Management  Couples  Counseling 
Anxiety  Relief  Depression 

Health  Insurance  Accepted 

346-3275 


Just  in  case  the  rapists  didn’t  kill 
her  all  the  way,  though,  she’d  ask 
them  to  let  her  out  at  a  phone 
booth  and  call  Miss  Engelhambur- 
ger.  “Claire,”  —  she’d  pant, 
“Everything’s  getting  cold  .  .  . 
And  then  she’d  slump  inside  the 
booth  with  only  her  lavender 
towel  trailing  outside  like  a 
beacon  of  hope  for  Miss  Engel- 
hamburger  to  find  her  and  take 
her  home  and  put  her  to  bed  in  her 
own  bed  just  in  time  for 
Christmas  and  to  live  happily  for 
every  and  ever  .... 


Friday  Child  took  the  curves  in 
the  road  fast,  fuming  steamily  to 
herself.  If  she  couldn’t  calm  down 
and  quick,  her  first  massage  client 
at  A  Woman’s  Own  was  going  to 
get  something  different  than  the 
gentle  rub  she’d  bargained  for, 
complete  with  knowing  looks 
from  Friday’s  big  brown  eyes. 

“You  store  tension  right  here  in 
your  right  elbow,  don’t  you.  I  can 
feel  it  yearning  for  release.”  That 
was  the  kind  of  bullshit  they  loved 
to  hear  and  the  kind  she  was  more 
than  ready  to  dish  out,  most  days, 
in  return  for  the  proper  fee.  But 
she  and  her  love,  Pony  High- 
jumper,  had  had  a  fight  to  beat  all 
fights  over  the  breakfast  table. 
Pony  wanted  Friday  to  come 
home  with  her  over  Christmas  to 
meet  the  Folks. 

“They’re  really  alright,  Fry,” 
she  kept  on  insisting  over  and  over 
again.  “They’re  just  dying  to  meet 
you.  When  I  came  out  to  them 
they  went  and  joined  ‘Parents 
Stuck  with  Gay  Kids’  the  very  next 
day.  And  when  I  wrote  home 
about  you  my  mother  joined  a 
“Perfecting  Racism  Techniques” 
workshop  that  same  week,  to 
prepare  herself  for  the  visit. 

“Let  her  find  someone  else  to 
perfect  her  techniques  on,” 
Friday’d  snarled.  “You  can  count 
me  out.”  And  she’d  driven  off, 
leaving  Pony  with  a  wounded  look 
on  her  thouroughbred  little  muz¬ 
zle.  Obviously,  this  was  one  more 
relationship  that  was  on  its  last 
legs.  But  shit,  Christmas  was  a 
terrible  time  to  break  up.  And 
Pony’s  parents  weren’t  her  fault, 
any  more  than  it  was  Friday’s 
fault  that  her  parents  hadn’t  treat¬ 
ed  her  like  their  child  ever  since 
she’d  told  them  that  she’d  seen  the 
light  and  was  rejecting  Western 
medicine  and  men,  both. 

“We  saved  and  worked  so  you 
could  go  to  medical  school  and 
make  us  proud,”  her  mother’d 
told  her.  “Not  so  you  could  make 
like  a  fool  with  some  kind  of  witch 
doctoring  stuff.  And  you  the  one 
that  was  s’posed  to  be  so  smart! 
At  least  Shirly  knew  enough  to  go 
to  a  man  that  could  get  her  a 
baby,  not  some  little-titty  white 
girl  don’t  know  her  ass  from  her 
elbow!” 

The  bitterness  that  always 
seemed  to  fill  Friday  up  these  days 
around  Christmas  time  was  hot  in 
her  mouth.  When  she  saw  the  kid 
Continued  on  page  9 
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Music _ ’ _ _ _ 

Boston  Gay  Men’s  Chorus 

Inspiring  Community 


“ December  Songs  ” 

Boston  Gay  Men ’s  Chorus  in  con¬ 
cert  at  Arlington  Street  Church, 
Boston. 

December  12,  1982. 

By  George  Fulginiti-Shakar 

My  first  indication  of  the  kind 
of  night  it  was  to  be  was  the  length 
of  the  waiting  line.  Down  the 
steps,  along  Arlington  to  New¬ 
bury  Street  and  round  the  corner 
and  down  four  stores.  And  not 
single  file,  mind  you.  Three  to 
four  abreast  —  mostly  men  —  the 
vast  majority  white  —  and  all 
looking  like  they  were  glad  to  be 
there.  Inside,  the  church  was 
packed,  eventually  it  was  a  SRO 
crowd.  Excited,  I  watched  as  the 
chorus  finally  entered,  single  file. 
Next  came  the  pianist  Robert  D. 
LeClair,  and  finally  Music  Direc¬ 
tor,  Lee  Ridgway.  The  entire  time 
that  it  took  all  75  members  to  en¬ 
ter,  the  audience  applauded, 
warmly  and  constantly.  Certainly 
this  was  an  act  of  homage.  Antici¬ 
pation  set  in. 

The  first  selection  “Cantate 
Domino”  came  and  went.  Some 
intonation  and  balance  problems, 
but  a  nice  sound.  The  second  sel¬ 
ection,  “Mah  Tovu  &  Benedic¬ 
tion”  featured  a  fine  soloist  (who 
was  not  mentioned  in  the  pro¬ 
gram)  but  a  rather  uninspired 
chorus.  I  was  still  waiting  for  the 
juice.  The  chorus  had  learned 
their  parts  technically,  but  their 
performance  seemed  relatively 
lackluster  for  the  supportive 
atmosphere  in  which  the  concert 
was  taking  place. 

The  chorus  seemed  little  aware 
of  its  repertoire’s  significance  in 
context  —  an  all  gay  men’s  choir 
with  a  predominantly  gay  audi¬ 
ence.  In  “Choose  Something  Like  a 
Star”  for  example,  the  line  “We 
may  choose  something  like  a  star 
to  set  our  eyes  on  and  be  saved” 
was  surely  an  opportunity  missed. 
A  line  that  could  have  touched 
our  hearts  more  deeply  was  sung 
over.  True,  the  gay  significance  of 
the  line  may  not  have  been  in  the 
mind  of  the  composer,  but  it  was  a 
moment  that  could  have  been  fill¬ 
ed  with  subtlety,  like  the  San 
Francisco  Gay  Men’s  Chorus’  ren¬ 
dition  of  “We  Kiss  in  a  Shadow.” 
Similarly,  “Winter  Wonderland” 


was  perfect  for  added  interpreta¬ 
tion  —  some  snow  falling,  some 
swaying  in  time  with  the  music, 
even  a  revolving  stage.  Whether  or 
not  these  devices  were  available  (1 
think  not),  1  didn’t  feel  that  the 
chorus  knew  the  potential  camp 
value  of  this  number.  Director 
Ridgway  apparently  did  not  wish 
to  push  any  such  contextual  inter¬ 
pretation. 

And  yet  the  feeling  of  gayness 
in  the  chorus’  sound  would  not  be 
denied.  Some  choristers  smiled. 
The  audience  beamed.  It  was  clear 
that  this  audience  deeply  felt  the 
significance  of  this  event.  We  felt 
the  campy  and  romantic  under¬ 
tones  as  well.  The  chorus  handled 
the  difficult  harmonies  well  in  this 
song,  and  the  enunciation  was  very 
fine,  as  it  was  throughout  the 
night. 

Let  me  make  it  clear  at  this 
point  that  I  absolutely  am  a  sup¬ 
porter  of  the  chorus.  The  work  re¬ 
quired  from  their  inception  in 
February  to  their  first  concert  in 
June  with  52  members,  was  enor¬ 
mous.  And  now  in  only  their  sec¬ 
ond  full  concert  at  75  strong  they 
are  an  impressive  sight.  Most  im¬ 
portantly,  they  combine  a  political 
purpose  with  a  musical  purpose.  I 
wish  to  take  nothing  away  from 
them.  I  do  hope  to  add  something 
—  Heart.  They  need  a  little  more 
of  that  —  expressions  on  faces, 
sparkle  coming  from  the  eyes, 
subtle  physical  involvement  —  all 
will  help  give  the  chorus  a  stronger 
presence.  The  burden  lies  with 
Director  Ridgway  to  build  on  his 
technical  expertise  and  successes 
to  inspire  the  group  with  both  his 
conducting  technique  and  his 
emphasis  in  rehersals. 

The  Gay  Men’s  Cabaret  portion 
of  the  performance  really  took 
off.  This  small  12  person  ensem¬ 
ble  came  out  dancing  dressed  in 
colorful  vests  and  hats.  They 
looked  delightful.  Robert  LeClair 
wore  a  sports  coat  that  was  just 
radiant  with  glitter.  Here  was  the 
spark  that  had  been  missing  with 
the  full  chorus  earlier. 

The  whole  audience  got  so  car¬ 
ried  away  with  clapping  and 
whooping  that  we  almost  drowned 
them  out.  “Santa  Baby”  had  to 
be  one  of  the  hits  of  the  night  with 


A  Woman's  Own 


Continued  from  page  8 

standing  in  the  road  talking  to 
herself  and  waving  that  purple 
towel  around  like  some  kind  of 
nut  case  she  was  about  to  pass  her 
right  by  until  she  recognized  the 
little  dyke  that  had  almost  frozen 
her  but  off  the  other  day  at  the 
pool  at  Woman’s  Own,  swimming 
up  and  down  waiting  for  her 
English  teacher  to  rescue  her  or 
some  damn  fool  thing.  There  was 
something  about  Marcie  that 
made  Friday  want  to  laugh  or  cry, 
or  maybe  both  at  the  same  time.  It 
could’ve  been  the  way  she  made 
Friday  remember  a  certain  other 
little  dyke,  about  fifteen  years 
ago,  that  used  to  come  down  with 
a  new  ailment  every  week  so  she 
could  spend  a  few  precious 
minutes  with  the  school  nurse, 
Miss  Patawket  ....  Who  had 
taken  her  home  one  day  Senior 
year,  and  introduced  her  to  her 
‘friend’  Miss  Bass,  and  told  her 
that  there  were  other  women,  like 
them,  who  rather  live  together 
them  with  a  man,  and  there  wasn’t 
nothing  wrong  with  it,  not  if 
that’s  who  you  were. 

“Get  in,”  she  told  Marcie. 
“You  wouldn’t  be  heading  to  the 
pool  by  any  chance?”  They  were 
still  talking  twenty  minutes  later, 


as  they  climbed  the  stairs  to 
Woman’s  Own. 

“So  you  see  it’s  not  all  about 
this  teacher  of  yours,”  Friday  fin¬ 
ished  explaining.  “It’s  about  you, 
and  they’re  a  lot  of  fine  women 
out  there  in  the  world,  waiting  for 
you.”  Together,  bitterness  and 
dour  fantasies  vanquished,  they 
paused  to  read  Ida  Littleneck’s 
latest  effort,  posted  on  the 
bulletin  board. 

» 

Let  the  swimmer  find  her  pool, 

Let  the  donkey  find  the  mule. 

Let  the  shopper  find  the  shelf 
Let  the  Santa  find  his  elf. 

Be  you  Christian,  be  you  Jew- 
Happy  holiday  to  you! 

“One  of  my  better  ones,  if  I  say 
so  myself,”  Ida  commented 
reprehensibly,  as  she  laid  a 
proprietary  hand  on  Friday’s 
shoulder.  “Time  for  my  massage, 
1  believe?” 

Note  to  the  Reader:  It  is  not  too 
late  to  see  your  own  ideas  in  these 
very  pages  two  weeks  from  now. 
Send  all  suggestions  to  the  author 
care  of  GCN  today!  For  her  help 
and  support  with  this  week’s 
episode  the  author  thanks  Carolyn 
Stack. 


a  great  performance  by  a  chorister 
(again,  unnamed  in  the  program). 
Coy,  enticing,  and  well-sung,  it 
was  a  selection  which  really  af¬ 
firmed  and  celebrated  being  gay. 
This  was  just  what  I’d  been  wait¬ 
ing  for.  Now,  1  don’t  mean  to  say 
that  all  numbers  should  be  camp 
style.  1  do  believe  that  the  selec¬ 
tions  need  to  have  some  relevance 
to  our  lives,  whether  it’s  the  com¬ 
poser,  the  style,  the  relevance  or 
familiarity  of  the  lyrics  to  a  gay 
audience.  Classical  music,  too, 
can  have  relevance  in  so  far  as  it  is 
done  with  emotional  dynamics  as 
well  as  technical  underpinning. 

After  intermission,  the  chorus 
returned  in  full,  sporting  color 
bowties  (a  welcome  change  from 
the  all  black  bow  tie  formal  look 
of  the  first  half)-  The  voices  were 
definetely  warmed  up  now  and 
richer  sounding.  The  nervousness 
was  gone.  They  seemed  to  believe 
that  we  really  did  like  them.  But 
still  there  was  a  humorlessness  in 
their  interpetation.  When  “Deck 
the  Halls”  came  by,  and  the  Fa  la 
la  la  las  were  done  absolutely  flat¬ 
ly,  1  wondered  if  they  were  having 
any  fun  at  all.  Even  the  final 
phrases  of  Beethoven’s  “Hallelu¬ 
jah”  “Praise,  the  Lord  is  Holy. 
Praise  with  songs  of  joy  .  .  .”, 
were  empty. 

The  audience  gave  the  chorus  a 
standing  ovation.  A  room  filled 
with  strong,  loving  gay  men,  with 
a  generous  sprinkling  of  women, 
elders  and  kids.  We  have  so  much 
to  be  proud  of — we  were  applaud¬ 
ing  our  existence  as  well  as  that  of 
the  chorus.  One  of  the  encores 
from  “Fame”  the  line  comes 
round  and  round  that  “in  time  we 
will  all  be  stars,”  giving  us  the 
kind  of  inspiration  missing  earlier. 
Finally  the  chorus  itself  had 
broken  its  own  boundaries,  show¬ 
ing  its  true  potential. 

This  chorus  has  the  opportunity 
and  talent  to  inspire  and  delight 
our  entire  community.  It  will  not 
be  easy,  for  along  with  endless 
rehearsals  on  details,  each 
member  must  be  willing  to  inspire 
others.  The  Boston  Gay  Men’s 
Chorus  is  surrounded  by  a  com¬ 
munity  that  not  only  supports 
their  work  —  it  needs  it  too. 


Ten 


Continued  from  page  6 

lease  in  February.  Some  older  fav¬ 
orites  dropped  by  in  a  medley,  a 
fitting  nod  to  a  past  that  brought 
them  brilliantly  to  here. 

The  concert  was  produced  by 
Betty  Rowland,  who  will  also  pro¬ 
duce  the  live  album.  Tret  Fure 
worked  as  the  associate  producer. 
Virginia  Giordano,  who  is  familiar 
for  her  Women  on  Stage  series  of 
concerts  in  New  York  City,  acted 
as  East  Coast  Coordinator  for  the 
event. 

A  final  thought:  Amidst  a  veri¬ 
table  sea  of  tuxedos,  one  had  to 
ponder  that  age  old  fashion  ques¬ 
tion:  Do  women  dress  for  them¬ 
selves  or  do  they  dress  for  other 
women? 


<somewhere 

ELSE 

Dec.  31st  OUR  FABULOUS 

MEW  YEAR'S  EVE  PARTY 

8PM-4AM  FOR 

WOMEM 

CHAM  PAG  ME  FOUMTAIM  ALL  MIGHT 
BUFFET— EMTERTAIMMEMT 
TICKETS  IM  ADVANCE  OMLY  $15.00 


:„n  Counselin|iirJ^ 


541-5I88 


in  1971 


A  Participating  Mental  Health  Center  Of 
Blue  Cross/Blue  Shield 
Insurance  Plans  Accepted 

80  Boylston  St.,  Suite  855,  Boston,  MA  02116 


TAX  PREPARATION 
AND  PLANNING 
FINANCIAL  COUNSELING 


MARJORIE  E. 
POSNER 

8  RICHARD  AVE. 
CAMBRIDGE,  MA.  02140 

_ 492-4234 _ „ 


LAWRENCE  D.  FARRELL 
LICENSED  THERAPIST 

Individual  and 
Relationship  Issues 
Special  Interest  and 
Experience 
Working  With 
Black  Men  and  Women 

482-0557  By  Appointment 
Insurance  Accepted 


Interior  Remodeling 
p  Shelving 

D  Kitchens 

Baths 

^  Closets 

DEECO  BUILDERS 
CO.,  INC. 

JIM  DEE 
247-0010 


Richard  M.  Grumbach 

LIC  SW 

Identity  and  Relationship 
Issues 

Improve  with  Confidential 
Counseling 

Back  Bay  Location 
Insurance 

267-0008 


David  Bellville 

AND  ASSOCIATES 


career  counseling 
assertiveness  training 
therapy  for  individuals 
couples,  groups 


Copley  Sq.  (617)739-7803 


healthy  teeth 


they're  a  team  effort 


Richard  R.  Bankhead,  DOS 
Paul  O.  Groipen,  DDS 
1259  Hyde  Park  Avenue 
Hyde  Park,  MA  02136 
617  364-5500 
Mon.-Sat.  &  evenings 
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TO  ALL  THOSE  WHO  IN  AND  OUT  OF 
PRISON  FIGHT  AGAINST  THEIR  BONDAGE 
(Alexander  Berkman,  Prison  Memoirs  ol  an 
Anarchist). 


99 


Gay  woman  needs  someone  to  write  to, 
to  help  pass  the  lonely  days  and  nights 
If  interested  write  to  LuAnn  PER 
COSKIE,  #150953,  Box  307,  Lowell,  FL 
32663 


Two  females  interested  in  writing  all 
serious  minded  people  with  good  con¬ 
versation.  Will  exchange  photos.  Not 
allowed  to  receive  mail  from  another  In¬ 
stitution.  Glynda  PHILLIPS,  #104694 
Leila  PROCK,  #105770,  c/o  Mabel 
BASSETT,  Correctional  Center,  Box 
11492,  Okla  City,  OK  73136 


Hi  sisters.  The  days  are  long  when 
you're  inside,  and  having  someone  to 
write  would  help  me  a  lot.  Cale 
MORGANO,  #45590A,  Box  3400, 
Goodyear,  AZ  85338 


Interested  in  having  a  regular  cor¬ 
respondence  with  either  gay  men  or 
women  on  an  intellectual,  social,  and 
intimate  level.  Demitris  POETE,  #15619, 
Harrison  A  602L,  Frontera,  CA  91720 


NOTE  TO  PEOPLE  WHO  WRITE  PRIS¬ 
ONERS:  If  you  get  no  response  (rare) 
from  writing  one  of  the  prisoners,  it 
may  be  because  he/she  has  been  mov¬ 
ed  to  another  prison  (and  they  don't 
usually  forward  mail!).  One  of  prisons’ 
main  ways  to  destroy  attempts  by 
prisoners  to  defend  themselves  with 
lawsuits  and  to  form  “unions”  and 
social  support  networks  generally  is  to 
keep  moving  the  "troublemakers”  (the 
type  that  read  GCN,  for  example)  from 
one  prison  to  another.  It  is  also  a  form 
of  punishment  for  activism  to  move 
them  away  from  where  their  families 
and  friends  live. 

^ ^ — H.  .'JJ  ■  ■  J  " 


I  am  in  Susanville  Conservation  Center 
doing  time  for  perjury  and  am  seeking 
penpals.  William  R.  HATCHER,  Box 
2210,  C45438-7306,  Susanville,  CA 
96130 


Presently  wounded  with  the  confusion 
and  heartache  of  existence  in  prison, 
am  looking  for  someone  who  will  help 
me  dig  my  way  up  to  the  sunlight.  Clint 
WATSON,  903910,  Box  316,  Fort 
Madison  IA  52627. 


Seeking  correspondence  with  a  mature, 
warm  and  understanding  person.  Kind¬ 
ness,  compassion,  sincerity,  have  no 
height,  weight  or  color.  Kenneth 
WALLACE,  #039873-1415,  Box  1100, 
Avon  Park,  FL  33825 


Transvestite,  full-blooded  Chippewa 
Indian,  I  only  ask  that  you  be  sincere 
with  me,  as  I’m  lonel8  for  a  man  who 
can  hold  me  and  love  me.  Patrick 
(Patricia)  REITER,  #127553,  Bo*  E, 
Jackson,  Ml  49204 


My  name  is  Jimmy,  I  am  23  and  in 
prison,  have  been  for  over  four  yrs, 
hope  to  be  out  soon.  I  am  6'  with  hazel 
eyes,  brn  hr  and  very  lonely.  Does 
anyone  care?  I  need  friendship,  maybe 
a  relationship?  I’m  very  yng  looking  in¬ 
to  bdybldng,  horses,  jogging.  James 
SIPES  #39790-066,  F-Unit,  Box  300,  Ray 
Brook,  NY  12977 


I  am  29  yrs  old  looking  for  serious  cor¬ 
respondence.  Am  open  minded  and 
truthful.  Anyone  who  would  write  will 
be  deeply  appreciated  as  I’m  in  prison 
and  don’t  have  family  or  friends.  Please 
write  to  me?  Anthony  L.  WILSON 
#138-647  ,  P.O.  Box  45699,  Lucasville, 
OH  45699-  0001 


Black  gay  male  seeks  correspondence 
and  possible  friends.  My  hobbies  are 
writing,  reading,  music  and  knitting. 
Not  looking  for  a  dollar,  just  someone 
to  ease  the  loneliness.  Fred  MERRITT, 
L-2-N-13,  #061462,  P.O.  Box  747,  Starke, 
FL  32091. 


Desire  correspondence  with  highly 
feminine  gays  and  TVs.  Searching  for 
that  special  someone.  Age,  race  no 
barrier.  Robert  (Bunny)  BARRETT, 
#76-C-197.  Box  367,  Dannemore,  NY 
12929 


Looking  for  a  slim  young  man  to 
perform  with  me  in  my  Magic  Balancing 
Clown  Act  for  the  year  83  or  84.  No 
experience  necessary.  Marvin 
MATTHOW,  #80A3607,  Box  307, 
Beacon,  NY  12508 


I  am  a  feminine  passive  bi-sexual  trans¬ 
vestite,  6'1 "  brn  curly  hr,  blue  eyes  and 
my  measurements  are  38-29-36,  very 
lonely  desperately  seek  penpals  M  and 
F  please  write  Johnie  HELLE  #112671, 
777  Riverside  Dr.,  Ionia,  Michigan 


I  am  a  gay  inmate  seeking  gay  penpals. 
Please  write  Avery  G.  LAWSON  # 
071609,  Box  #1564,  Avon  Park,  Fla., 
33825 


Blonde  hr.  green  eyes,  6'2",  202  lbs. 
Seek  penpals  all  cultures,  no  games 
will  answer  all  who  care.  James  L. 
MARTIN,  Box  97-96458,  McAlester,  OK 
74501. 


GM  age  42  heavy  build  interested  in 
martial  arts  read  S.F.  and  listen  to  old 
masters.  Moving  to  SF,  CA  upon  re¬ 
lease.  Looking  for  one  on  one  relation¬ 
ship.  Will  answer  all  letters.  Bernard  P. 
DORAN  #17087,  Box  7000,  Carson  City, 
NV  89702 


Lover  of  life  interested  in  correspond¬ 
ing  with  all  caring  and  understanding 
people  M  or  F  until  my  release.  I  enjoy 
most  sports  and  all  sensual  activity. 
Please  write  Ray  HUNTLEY,  Box 
316-104343,  Fort  Madison,  IA  52627 


I  am  a  gay  23  yr  old  man  frm  western 
NY  state  area  who  has  been  incarcer¬ 
ated  in  California  fr  3  yrs  for  having 
consensual  sex  w/a  minor.  Hope  to  get 
out  next  yr.  I’d  like  to  correspond  w/any- 
one,  teenagers  or  adults  as  I  don’t  get 
much  mail  )nd  wld  like  to  hear  frm  the 
outside  wrld.  David  CARR,  3102  East 
Highland  Ave.,  Unit  N23,  Patton,  CA 
92369 

Latin  male  looking  for  a  friend  to  write 
and  talk  to  about  anything  and  every¬ 
thing.  Please  write  to  Johnny  GONZAL- 
EZ,  Box  B-79330,  Repressa  CA  9567 1 . 


Prisoners 

Seeking 

Friends 


Just  for  our  Info  here  at  the  Prisoner 
Project,  people  inside  or  out,  who  feel 
they’ve  been  treated  badly  should  send 
their  lamentations,  complaints  and 
other  stories  to  GCN  Prisoner  Project, 
167  Tremont  St.,  Boston  MA  02111. 
Don’t  expect  replies  or  solutions.  We’re 
just  looking  for  patterns  that  will  help 
keep  the  penpal  space  active  and  a 
good  place  to  meet  some  amazing 
‘people  (people  with  convictions!!). 
Thanks. 


Enjoy  your  paper.  I  have  been  gay  for  a 
long  time  and  would  like  to  find  a  lover 
to  be  with.  Arthur  CUNNEEN,  Box  43, 
NRU,  Norfolk,  MA  02056 


I’m  not  gay  but  know  quite  a  few  gays. 
Am  interested  in  numerology  and 
astrology.  Thomas  JACKSON,  Box 
3249,  Monroe,  LA  71210 


I  don’t  know  what  the  free  world  is  like 
right  now.  Maybe  you  can  tell  me  so  I 
won’t  be  so  alone  a  year  from  now. 
Luke  MORING,  #483543,  Box  518, 
Zephyrhills,  FL  33599 _ 

A  lot  of  people  say  I  am  very  good 
looking.  I  will  be  getting  out  soon. 
Please  write.  Thanks  and  love.  Stanley 
DEHOLLANDER,  #162388,  747  W. 
Riverside  Dr.,  Ionia,  Ml  48846 


i JULOJUUUJLS^ 

I  like  camping,  hiking,  jogging,  reading 
and  music.  I’m  a  vegetarian  who  enjoys 
cooking.  Looking  for  a  serious  relation¬ 
ship  with  helpful  understanding  per¬ 
son.  Marvin  DANSBY,  #167-164,  Box 
57,  Marion,  OH  43302 


I’m  in  a  minimum  security  facility.  GM 
seeking  penpals.  6'2'/2  "  190  lbs  shrt  hr 
beard  hairy  chest  and  whatever  else. 
I’m  in  a  position  to  be  paroled  but  don't 
have  any  place  to  parole  to  so  I'll  prob¬ 
ably  remain  here  until  release  next  Nov. 
Dennis  JONES  76944,  Box  999/S.C.C., 
Canon  City,  CO  81212 


GM  30  yrs  old  will  answer  all  letters 
written  to  me  by  anyone  who  cares  to 
write.  Any  age  or  race  is  fine.  I'm  very 
lonely  in  this  mad  house.  Donald 
McBenge  #263643,  Box  520-M.S.B., 
Walla  Walla,  WA  99362-0520  


Out  of  20,000,000  people  out  there  isn’t 
there  just  one  who  could  care  enough 
to  write  me  and  another  gay  friend.  We 
really  do  need  someone.  Thanks 
Charles  Cuevas  Unit  C27-46700,  Par- 
,  chman  MS  38738;  Thoman  AVERHART, 
Unit  C-27-44107  Parchman  MS  38738 


I  was  30  last  Sept.  26,  but  like  wine  I  get 
better  with  age  (smile).  I’m  sending  a 
picture.  You  said  to  stay  hot  so  I  took 
my  shirt  off  ...  would  have  took  off 
more  but  the  pigs  here  don’t  play  that 
shit.  Insecure  of  their  manhood  I  guess. 
Please  see  if  you  can  hook  me  up  with 
someone  who  doesn’t  have  anything 
against  prisoners.  Thanks  a  bunch! 
Giuseppe  TOCCO,  107073,  Box  779, 
Marquette,  Ml  49855. 


,GM  very  lonely  would  appreciate  some¬ 
one  writing  to  me.  Melvin  PARKHAM 
#M-3491,  Drawer  R.  Huntington,  PA 
16652 


I’m  very  lonely.  I'm  gay  love  the  out 
doors,  sex,  disco,  movies,  quiet  even 
ings  at  home.  I’m  28  yrs  old.  Joe  MORA 
Bid.  9  (A-D)  #12482-008  Box  1000 
Seagoville,  TX  75159 


30  yr  old  GM,  lonely  wants  crrspndce 
frm  any  and  all  with  emphasis  on  some 
type  of  eventual  rltionshp.  I’m  extreme¬ 
ly  passive  and  into  all  fetishes,  also  am 
healthy.  Will  answer  all.  Keith  V. 
CAPEZIO  #C39376,  Rm.  6298,  Box  A-E, 
San  Luis  Obispo,  CA  93409-0001 


GIVE  GAY  COMMUNITY  NEWS 


THIS  HOLIDAY  SEASON 

AT  SPECIAL  LOW  RATES 


The  Holiday  Season  is  here 
again. 


Give  a  gift  your  friends  will 
enjoy  50  times  this  year! 


Give 

News 


Gay  Com 
—  at  the 


munity 

lowest 


prices  ever. 


This  year,  why  not 

★  avoid  the  crowds 

★  save  time  and  trouble 

★  simplify  your  life? 

GCN  167  Tremont  ST.,  5th  f I.,  Boston,  MA  02111 

1  Year  $22  r 

GIFT  SUB.  FOR 


OFFER  EXPIRES 
JAN.  IS.  1983 

Introduce  a  Friend  to  GCN 


25  Weeks  $12 


12  Weeks  only  $6] 


Name _ 

Address 

City _ 

State _ 


□  $22 
□  $12 
□  $  6 


GIFT  SUB.  FOR 


Zip 


Name _ 

Address 

City  _ 

State — _ 


□  $22 
□  .$12 
□  $  6 


.Zip 


Add  30%  for  foreign 


□  NEW  □  RENEWAL 
Gift  card  to  read: 


□  NEW 


Gift  card  to  read: 


□  RENEWAL 


GIFT  SUB.  FOR 


GIFT  SUB.  FOR 


Name  _ 

Address 

City  _ 

State  _ 


□  $22 
□  $12 
□  $  6 


Zip 


Name  _ 

Address 

City  _ 

State - 


A— 


□  NEW  □  RENEWAL 

Gift  card  to  read: 


□  NEW 


Gift  card  to  read: 


Zip- 

□  RENEWAL 


□  $22 
□  $12 
□  $  6 
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Classifieds- 

PERSONALS _ 

MOUSIE  MOUSIE  WILDFLOWER 
The  year  has  come  full  turn  again 
With  joys  &  sorrows,  pleasure,  pain. 
Merry  Christmas  Mousie  mine 
From  old  humbuggin'  Porcupine. 

All  my  love,  of  course 

Whaddaya  think??? _ 

XMASRED  &  KELLEY  GREEN 
We  met  at  my  first  visit  to  Napoleon's.  I 
was  impressed  by  your  style  &  sinceri¬ 
ty.  Can  we  meet  again  Bob?  Mark 
262-3157. _ (24) 

Oriental  GM,  muscular  attractive 
athlete,  former  ski  instructor,  sks 
athletic  GM  buddy  (30-45,  preferably  in 
this  area)  to  ski,  swim,  run  or  bodybuild 
together.  I  like  classical  music,  math, 
computer  programming;  politically 
somewhat  conservative  &  libertarian; 
not  into  astrology.  Box  517,  Great  Barr- 
ington,  MA  01230. _ (27) 

GM  5'  10'  34,  163,  bind  but  thinning 
hair,  weightlifter  (for  tone,  not  bulk)  sks 
new  friend  w/some  emotional  commit¬ 
ment,  also  in  gd  shape  or  lifter.  Am  into 
massage,  meditation  (TM),  films  thea¬ 
ter,  reading  about  recent  &  current 
history,  social  sciences.  No  strong  pref¬ 
erence,  but  am  especially  into  Latins, 
Hispanics  &  foreigners.  I  am  and  seek  a 
man  who  is  at  peace  w/self  &  world.  I 
am  not,  but  enjoy  people  who  are,  reli¬ 
giously  centered.  Prefer  straight  acting, 
under  38,  sexually  versatile.  Possibility 
of  long  term  relationship.  Box  150,  104 
Charles  St,  Boston,  MA  021 14.  (13) 


LF  36  MSW  wshs  to  mt  othr  solid,  car¬ 
ing  LFs  30  pis  to  advntr,  explr,  enjy.  Int; 
outdrs,  sprts,  depng  pers,  phys,  sprtl 
awrnss,  wmns  isus,  thetr,  mkng  music, 
bldng,  celbrtng,  reclmng  wrk,  healthfl 
living.  POBx  25  W.  Newton  02165.  (24) 

Lesbian  woman  wants  to  meet  lesbian 
or  bi-sexual  women  for  quiet  talks, 
companionship,  possible  intimacy.  I 
am  29,  pref  older  but  younger  OK,  am 
attractive  &  intelligent,  like  women  who 
are  feminine  but  strong.  GCN  Box  613. 
_ (24) 

LF  prof  38,  attract,  dynamic,  solid  wnts 
to  meet  other  LF30+  for  friendship, 
poss  affair.  Int:  nature,  music,  dancing, 
massage,  poetry,  personal,  physical, 
spiritual  self  awareness,  women’s 
events  &  issues,  films,  enjoyg,  celebrtg 
lesb  Ivg.  GCN  Box  614. _ (24) 

MID-COAST  ME  GAY  MEN: 

Let  s  open,  or  at  least  share,  our 
closets.  Do  you  also  sk  gay  fun  & 
frndshps?  I’ll  do  some  work  to  get  us 
together,  make  individual  contacts,  per¬ 
haps  form  a  group.  Boxholder,  PO  Box 
1064,  Rockland,  ME  04841. _ (24) 

She-Male  28.  Alone.  Afraid.  Empty.  My 
one  overwhelming  need  is  to  be  near  a 
strong,  kind,  protective  man  who'll  give 
me  meaning  by  wanting  my  love.  If  I'm 
not  the  right  one,  I’ll  be  glad  j,st  to  know 
a  man  who  holds  love  precious.  GCN 
Box  612. _ (25) 

SENSITIVE  BLACK  LOVER  WTD 
Me:  GWM,  22  who  is  sick  of  hot  ’n  horny 
men.  I’m  thin,  not  too  tall,  attractive  & 
intelligent.  You:  under  30,  thin,  gdlkg  & 
romantic.  We  can  have  so  much  fun 
together  (not  just  sex).  Sincere/mature 
replies  only,  photo  if  poss.  GCN  Box 
615. _ (25) 

BODY  SHAVING 

GM  32  6  165  good  body.  Sks  well  bit 
men  into  shaving.  No  fat,  photo  helps. 
Box  1492,  PO  Box  Co,  10  Milk  St,  Bos. 
02108. _ (22) 

Do  U  enjoy  ocean  &  mts?  Country 
music  &  dancing?  Candle  lite  supper  or 
quiet  eve  at  home?  Sincere 
honest“fem"  sought  by  “butch”  mid 
30s  to  shre  fun  &  living  times.  NH-MA 
area.  PO  Box  3541,  Nashua,  NH  03061. 
_ (25) 

GM  25  body  builder  athlete  brown  hair 
eyes  &  mustache  sks  similar  pal  into 
swimming  jogging  movies  etc  for 
friendship  &  good  times.  GCN  Box  608. 

 (23) 

GWM  sks  a  GM  w/trim  athl  build  Bos¬ 
ton  to  Nwport  area  active  in  rec  sports 
who  thinks  happiness  may  lie  on  the 
cutting  edge  Denken  an  Fassbndr 
Genet  Soleri  Barthes  C.Taylor  M.Monk 
etc.  &  risking  it  all  on  dh  skis  at  Wdcat, 
deep  sea  swimming  and  a  life  of  simple 
wants  in  the  oncoming  lane.  We  may 
need  eachother  for  the  winter  and  sum¬ 
mer  of  our  discontent.  I  am  5  10 155  lean 
muse  bPd  blonbiu  balding  49  moust. 
Write  for  details  and  photo  to  GCN  Box 
606. _ (24) 

Alix  Dobkin,  Mabel  Hampton,  Kay  Gard¬ 
ner,  Kate  Rushin  all  will  be  performing 
&  receiving  the  OASIS  award  Feb  12.  A 
dance  w/Sqeeze  Louise  will  follow  the 
performance  awards.  Very  limited  seat¬ 
ing-tickets  for  entire  event  only.  The 
Saints  collective  will  run  a  cash  bar  dur¬ 
ing  the  dance.  $7.50,  tix  avail  at  New 
Words  after  xmas  or  at  OASIS  on  Sat 
night  only,  or  send  money  orders  only 
w/SASE  to  Amazon  Productions  PO 
Box  7222  Watertown,  MA  021 72.  (c) 


GCN  SPECIALS 

Cindy  is  crying  over  cinders  —  what’s 
left  of  her  old  Bromfield  Street  file  cab¬ 
inet.  She  really  needs  a  three-drawer 
LEGAL  size  cabinet.  Won’t  someone 
out  there  send  her  what  she  yearns 
for???  Call  426-4469  and  tell  Mike  or 
Cindy  Patton.  Thank  You. 


HELP  MAKE  NEWS 

and  break  In  your  shoes.  GCN's  local  re¬ 
porter  needs  help  keeping  up  w /  the  masses 
of  Information  disgorged  by  our  busy 
world.  Specifically,  I  need  someone  to  help 
stay  on  top  of  police  logs,  court  dockets, 
soda  pop  trials  &  whatever  else  interests 
you.  As  a  volunteer  or  student  intern,  you 
would  also  be  most  welcome  to  help  write 
the  week's  news.  It’s  a  lot  of  running  around 
but  it’s  usually  Interesting.  As  many  (or  few) 
hours  as  you  like,  though  you'll  need  some 
time  during  weekdays.  More  info:  Larry, 
426-4469. 


ROOMMATES _ 

Prof  LF  31  sks  same  30  pis  considerate 
steadily  empl  gdnaturd  OK  if  smkr  Irg 
rm  off  Som  Ave  conv  buslines  shpng 
3rd  fl  200  pis  util  avail  now  Iv  message 
491-1911  no  pets. _ (24) 

One  F,  L  or  S  rmte  needed  to  live  w/one 
LF  &  one  F,  nonsmokers  in  semi  coop  3 
bdrm  apt  on  Som/Camb  line.  $150  pis, 
10  min  to  Har  Sq.  492-7653. _ (24) 

Male  artist  sks  person  to  share  6  rm  apt 
on  Mission  Hill  $200/mo  inc  ht.  First, 
last  &  mo  sec  req.  566-5036  Iv  msg  or 
ask  for  Michael. _ (24) 

GM-LF  sk  3rd  4  Savin  Hill  apt  3  bdr 
porches  T  clean  indep  courteous. 
135  +  Vi  util.  Ref.  Scott  or  Lisa  before  1 
PM  or  after  Midn.  265-0931. _ (24) 

CENTRAL  SQUARE 
GCN  staff  member  Ikng  for  affordable 
living  situation  in  Cambridgeport  area. 
HELP!  Any  leads  appreciated.  Jeremy 
426-4496. _ (c) 

LF  sks  F  rmte  for  2  br  apt  in  JP  nr  Monu¬ 
ment.  Avail  1/1.  $163  pis  ht  &  utils.  No 
smoke,  no  pets.  Sue  524-3513  (H) 
522-9292  (W)  after  Dec  15. _ (23) 

Cambridge:  Inman  Sq  prof  GM  23  sks 
sim  M  or  F;  furn  2  br  w&d  dw  nice  nbhd, 
piano  Irg  yd  nr  T  $250  pis  util.  Stephen 
(61 7)  876-9540/863-5500  x2578(w).  (21) 

CLOSE  TO  128  MA  PIKE  &T 
BiM  27  sks  easy  going  laid  back  but  re¬ 
sponsible  M  rmte  for  2  br  apt  in  Newton 
260/mo  inc  ht.  Avail  immed.  Mike 
244-5741, days. _ (24) 

GM  27  quiet  nonsmkr  sks  M  for  2  bdrm 
furnished  apt  in  Brkline  nr  BU.  Great 
location  225/mo  inc  all  util.  734-2078 
days  or  eves.  Brian. _ (24) 

Lesbian,  feminist,  activist  rmte  needed: 
large  sunny  quiet  3  fam  hse  nr  T,  bus, 
Indry,  grey,  beautiful.  Opt  to  rent  Fall, 
call  eves  566-1149.  (25) 

HEADLINES  WORK! 

2  indep.  L  seek  1  GM  or  L  for  spacious 
Cambp't  apt.  1  block  from  river,  for  run¬ 
ners/cyclists.  10  min.  from  Central  and 
Kenmore  Square.  No  pets,  cigs,  noise. 
$167  +  util.  Call  Cindy  at  GCN, 
426-4469. 

. (c) 

GRT  APT  &  RNT  W/WONDERFUL  RMMT 
LF  sks  same  to  share  spac  attrac  safe 
Bri  apt,  near  T,  ASAP,  Carptg,  yd, 
Washer/Dryer.  250/mo  inc  util.  787-1890 
eve  &  wknds.  (25) 

INDEPENDENT  ROOMMATE 
LF  prof  37  sks  frndly  F  to  share  2  bdrm 
twnhs  on  pond  in  Winchester.  Conv  to 
train,  Rt  93.  D/D,  A/C,  cable  TV.  $325  pis 
ht.  Dep  &  last  mo.  Pat  (617)  729-5117 
eves  &  wknds.  Avail  1/10.  No  smokers. 
_ _ _ (26) 

Back  Bay  3  GM  sk  4th  to  share  Ige  apt. 
Must  be  mature  &  responsible.  250/mo 
pis  util.  Avail  1/83.  6-10pm  only  536-7289. 
_ : _  (26) 

3  LF  in  Dorch  Ik  for  4th  to  share  spacious 

hse.  Semi-veg,  no  cigs,  sense  of  humor. 
Sharing  &  sep  space.  100  pis  util.  Pref 
late  20s  pis.  282-9388. _ (28) 

Duplex  2  bd  avail  Bay  Village  share  w/1-2 
others  by  Jan  heat  inc.  2  bth  frpl  backyd 
nr  T  Downtown  $325.  Mark/Dennis 
482-5265  after  4  pm. _ (24) 

ORGANIZATIONS 

FIGHT  STATE  REPRESSION 
NAMBLA  (North  American  Man/Boy 
Love  Association)  needs  you  to  help  us 
in  our  fight  for  sexual  freedom  for  ail. 
Write  us  at  PO  Box  174,  Midtown  Sta¬ 
tion,  NY,  NY  10018  or  call  (212) 
807-8578. _ (29) 

D.O.B. 

Suppt  orgnztn  for  lesbians,  1151  Mass 
Av,  Camb,  Old  Bap.  Raps  evry  Tues, 
Thurs  8  pm;  35  pis  rap  2nd  Wed,  last  Fri. 
8  pm  &  3rd  Sat.  7  pm;  Parents  &  Co¬ 
parents  rap  1st  &  3rd  Mons,  8  pm.  Soft- 
ball  evry  Sun  3  pm  Apr-Sept,  weathr 
permtng.  Magazine  Fid.  Bimonthly  mag 
FOCUS  $8.  Mnthly  social  &  fndraisng 
event.  Info  &  office  hrs  661-3633.  All 
women  Invited  to  participate. 

BOSTON  LESBIAN/GAY  CATHOLICS 
Dignity/Boston  sponsors  a  liturgy  for 
Lesbian/Gay  and  concerned  Catholics 
every  Sunday  at  Arlington  Street 
Church  (Boston),  right  side  entrance  on 
Arlington  St.,  at  5:30  pm.  For  info  call 
Dignity/Boston  MF  7-10  pm,  Sun  2-5  pm, 
536-6518.  DIGNITY/BOSTON,  355 
Boylston  St.,  Boston,  MA02114 _ (c) 

GAY/LESBIAN  AND  JEWISH? 

Am  Tikvah  welcomes  you.  Activities  in¬ 
clude  religious  observances,  discus¬ 
sions,  potluck  dinners,  folk  dancing, 
etc.  For  events,  check  GCN  Calendar, 
call  (617)  782-8894  or  write  PO  Box  11, 
Camb,  MA  02238. 


RESORTS 

FALLS  VILLAGE-CT 
For  women  to  be  together.  11  wooded 
acres,  dwnhl  or  XC  ski  this  winter.  3 
frpls.  $15-35.  Ski  shares  avail.  Women 
owned,  operated.  Jan  (212)  369-0741 
wkdy. _ (28) 

VERMONT  GUESTHOUSE 
Downhill  &  X-country  skiing  just  min¬ 
utes  from  our  warm  &  comfortable 
guesthouse  —  cozy  rms  for  lesbians  & 
gay  men.  Bed  &  hearty  bkfst.  Spend  a 
weekend  in  Vermont  this  winter.  Dave  & 
Mike  (802)  348-7840, _ (23) 

BOSTON  OASIS  GUEST  HOUSE 
Only  ail  gay  all  new  place  to  stay, 
immac,  perfect  location  priv  —  share 
baths.  Complimentary  continental 
breakfast.  Cocktail  set-ups  22  Edgerly 
Rd,  Boston,  MA  02115  (617)  267- 
2262. _ (25) 


P’TOWN'S  PLAZA  GUESTHOUSE 
Escape  from  the  big  city  &  spend  some 
time  in  Provincetown  at  the  Plaza  all 
gay  guesthouse  TV  lounge  share  bath 
co  breakfast  16  single  22  double  open 
yr  round  Center  of  town  11  Pearl  St 
487-1818. _ (23) 


GABRIEL’S 

For  women  &  their  friends.  Apts  & 
guestrooms.  Open  year-round.  Center 
of  town.  104  Bradford  St,  Provincetown- 
02657.(617)487-3232. _ (37) 

ESCAPE  TO  ELLIE  S  NEST 
Warm  up  at  Key  West’s  only  women’s 
guesthouse.  Pool,  hot  tub,  sundecks. 
All  rooms  AC/TV,  Cont  breakfast.  1414 
Newton  St,  K  W,  FL  33040;  (305)296- 
5757, _ (25) 

Ski  Holidays  for  women— Greenhope  in 
Northern  VT  offers  x-country  skiing,  veg 
meals,  cozy  rms  fireplace.  Make  reser¬ 
vations  early.  $35  per  wknd  per  person. 
(802)533-7772. _ j23) 

LAKES  REGION 

3  bd  lake  side  home  Ig  living  rm  &  Ig 
family  rm  sleeps  eight.  Real  party 
house  15  min  to  Gunstock  Ski  area.  Dai- 
ly  or  wk  rates.  GCN  box  610. _ (22) 


WANTED 

Partner  needed  for  land  dev  in  lakes 
region  NH.  Poss  for  sm  Inn  or  sub 
w/poss  40%  return  on  investment.  Due 
to  tight  money  mkt  exp  dev  needs 
private  investor.  GCN  Box  609.  (23) 

JOB  WANTED _ 

Outgoing  GCN  news  editor  needs  job  in 
Boston  area.  Skilled  in  writing,  editing, 
7  yrs  exp  as  photographic  technician. 
Fluent  in  Spanish,  reading  knowledge 
of  French.  Avail  mid-Jan.  David,  GCN, 
426-4469.  (C) 

MISCELLANEOUS 


MOVERS 

THE  JIM  CLARK  MOVING  CO. 

Serving  the  Gay  Community 
with  professionalism  and  respect. 
Very  careful  furniture  movers. 
Piano  and  hoisting  specialist. 
Any  time  of  day  —  any  day  of  year. 
No  overtime  charges  354-2184 
MDPU  Number  23733 


REAL  ESTATE _ 

LAKES  REGION  NH 
Secluded  70  acre  est  14  rm  Victorian 
3  Vi  bths  wood  &  oil  heat  exc  view  15 
min  to  Gunstock  Ski  area:  125,000.  Fin 
avail  GCN  Box  611.  (23) 


FOR  SALE _ 

FURS!  FURS!  FURS!  FURS! 
Men's/Women’s  Blackgiama Mink 
Coats!  Fully  letout!  Full  length  (45” 
/47").  Natural  dark  Ranch!  $2795.  White 
Fox  78'xl4"  stoles  —  $795.  (Deliver¬ 
ed—  No  sales  tax  outside  NY)  Ada's, 
32F1  New  York,  Freeport,  NY  11520 
(516)  379-6421. _ .  (25) 


Sexual.  Feminist,  Outrageous 

Holiday  Gift 


The  Choral  Majority's 

tape  or  hymnal 
Tape  -  S6  Hymnal  -  S4 


964  Valencia.  San  Francisco.  CA  94010 
Include  50c  postage 
at  all  major  gay  bookstores  * 


JOB  OPPORTUNITIES 

GOT  A  VAN  OR  SMALL  TRUCK?  Gay 
publisher  needs  someone  to  take  mail 
to  Post  Office  2-3  times  a  week.  Takes 
about  Vi  hr  per  trip,  pays  $85/mo.  Sasha 
or  Ann.  542-5679. _ _  (25) 

APARTMENTS _ 

ALL  APARTMENT  ADS,  even  if  you  rent 
space  in  your  own  home,  are  business 
ads  and  must  be  paid  for  at  the 
business  rate  (see  form). 

Dor  Ashmont  Hill  Victorian  charm  & 
hdwd  firs,  spe  sunny  7  large  rms  close 
to  T.  No  pets,  sec  &  ref  500/ht.  825-8089. 
_ (24) 

So  End  Chester  Pk  1 100  sq  ft  2  br  1  Vi  B, 
Ig  cab  K,  DW,  Disp,  HWF.  Must  see  to 
appreciate.  On  prem  mgt  $615  inc  HW. 
No  fee  owner  Joe  359-0892.  (24) 

2  bdrms  $325,  3  bdrm  $350,  spacious 
owner-occ  triple,  wood  firs,  storms, 
sec  dep  &  last  mo's  rent  req  282-4371  or 
491-4110.  (231 


So  End:  2  rm  apt  in  clean,  safe  quiet 
bldg.  Share  bath.  All  util  inc  235/mo 
Avail  Jan  1.  Days  720-6766  Bill;  eves 
2 62-8842  Joe  or  Bill.  104) 


SERVICES 


ARIEL  COUNSELING 
Short  or  long  term  feminist  therapy  for 
lesbians.  Individuals  or  couples.  In¬ 
surance  accepted.  PhD  psychologist 
Copley  Sq  location.  739-6381.  (33) 

GAY^ MEN'S  THERAPY  GROUP 
Will  have  openings  in  Feb.  Focus  is  on 
self-awareness,  intimacy.  &  relation¬ 
ships.  For  info  call  Francis  Giambrone 
451-1398/661-4070. _ 

HOUSECLEANING  BOSTON  AREA 

Home,  Condos,  Apt,  Office 
Have  References 

Call  James  782-7615. _ (15) 

LONG  AND  SHORT  TERM 
PSYCHOTHERAPY 

For  individuals  &  couples.  Issues  of 
depression,  anxiety,  loneliness,  inter¬ 
personal  skills,  &  sexual  performance 
problems.  Insurance  accepted.  Charles 
Hannagan,  MA.  262-4194  and  leave 
message  if  necessary. _ (26?) 


DEEP  NON  VERBAL  THERAPY 

Tired  of  words?  ARICA  Certified 
Vortex  Points  &  Chua-ka  Massage 
GUARANTEED  to  rejuvenate  your 
Vital  Energy  &  Zest  for  Life.  Re 
moves  pain,  depression,  fears  & 
toxins  from  Body/Mind.  Medical 
referrals  STRICTLY  LEGITIMATE. 
$35/hr.  $45/1  Vz  hrs.  (617)536-6336. 


EXPRESSIONS 
Therapy  for  Lesbians 
Individuals,  Couples.  Workshops 

*  Sexuality  *  Coming  Out 

*  Relationship/Intimacy  Issues 
*  Finding  Meaningful  Work 

*  Turning  Around  Incest/Abuse 

*  Ending  Relationships 
Sliding  Scale  666-5697 

Carpentry  doors  windows  kitchens,  etc. 
All  kinds  &  sizes  of  jobs.  Call  eves  Jim 
524-4475. _ _ (29) 

THERAPEUTIC  MASSAGE 
Swedish,  Esalen,  Shiatsu,  Reflexology. 
Special  rates  for  dancers,  students, 
senior  citizens.  Gift  certificates  avail. 
262- 1 000  ext  298,  Tu-Sat  1 2-7,  (23) 

CONCERNED?  CONCERNED? 
Depressed,  Anxious,  Lonely,  Phobic, 
Stressed,  Inhibited.  Relationship  Pro¬ 
blems — Call  Associates  tor  Change 
876-1970  or  862-4419  Licensed 
Psychotherapists,  Insurance  Accepted. 

, (27) 


MASS.  BAY 

COUNSELING  ASSOCIATES 
COPLEY  SQUARE 

INDIVIDUALS,  COUPLES 
AND  GROUP  COUNSELING 
ALCOHOL  COUNSELING 
HYPNOTHERAPY 
SEX  THERAPY 
INSURANCE  ACCEPTED 
(617)353-0225  for  appt. 


Gay  versed,  photo  greeting  cards!  If 
trad  cards  don't  suit  you,  try  us.  All 
occ/love/comic/blank.  Select.  $2.25/ 
card.  KS  Designs,  PO  Box  3085,  Rldge- 
wood,  NY  11386.  (23) 


PUBLICATIONS 

Subscribe  to  BIG  MAMA  RAG,  a  month¬ 
ly  feminist  newsjournal.  $6  per  year, 
$10  outside  the  U.S.  FREE  to  prisoners. 
Contact  BMR,  1724  Gaylord,  Denver, 
CO  80206. 


PHOTOGRAPHER  FOR  HIRE 
Marie  Favorito  482-1214.  Slide  shows, 
artist  portfolios,  portraits,  studio, 
special  occasions. _ (c) 

WORKSHOPS  FOR  LESBIANS: 
'Healing  &  Nurturing  Ourselves  During 
&  After  a  Relationship  Ending.”  Sun, 
Jan  23,  1-4  pm,  $15,  call  Expressions, 
666-5697. _ _  (26) 

GRANDMOTHERS  HELPERS 
Appliances  picked  up  &  delivered, 
pianos,  basements  cleaned,  near-by  or 
far  far  away.  Friendly,  reliable.  Gay 
owned  &  operated.  Dennis  641-1234.(33) 


WebWork,  a  correspondence  club  for 
lesbians  &  bisexual  women  in  New 
England  &  the  Maritimes.  Send  SASE  to 
Box  131-G,  Calais,  ME  04619. _ (29) 

MAILING  LABEL  SERVICE 
Computerized  sorting  &  printing.  Lists 
up  to  3000  entered  &  maintained— none 
too  small.  Write  GCN  Box  607.  (25) 

COUNSELING-PSYCHOTHERAPY 
For  individuals  or  couples,  long  or  short 
term.  Reasonable  rates,  sliding  scale. 
John  Graves,  266-2069.  Formerly  6 
years  with  HCHS. _ (25) 


Classified  deadline,  Tues.  noon.  All  ads  must  be 
prepaid.  No  ads  accepted  by  phone.  GCN  is  a 
national  paper,  include  area  code  with  phone 
numbers  All  apartment  ads,  even  if  you  rent  space  in 
your  own  home,  are  business.  Make  check  or  M  O. 
payable  to  Gay  Community  News,  167  Tremont  St., 
5th  Fl,  Boston,  MA  02111. 

Business:  $6.00  per  week  for  4  lines  (35  units  per 
line),  50c  for  each  additional  line.  Headlines  are  $1.00 
for  25  units. 

Non-Business:  $4.50  per  week  for  4  lines  (35  units  per 
line);  each  additional  line  25c.  Headlines  50c  for  25 
units. 

Box  numbers  are  $1.00  for  6  weeks,  you  may  pick  up 
mail  at  the  GCN  office  Mon. -Fri.,  10-6.  If  you  wish 
your  mail  forwarded,  the  rate  is  $4.00  for  6  weeks, 
$6.00  for  3  months.  Mail  is  forwarded  at  the  end  of 
the  3rd  and  6th  weeks. 


Display  Classifieds  (boxed  ads):  $12  per  column  inch 
Please  circle  category  ad  is  to  run  under. 


ACCOMMODATIONS  APARTMENTS  FOR  SALE 

INSTRUCTION  JOB  OPPORTUNITIES  JOBS  WANTED 

JUST  FRIENDS  LOST  A  FOUND  MISCELLANEOUS 

MOVERS  ORGANIZATIONS  PENPALS 

PERSONALS  PRISONERS  PUBLICATIONS 

REAL  ESTATE  RESORTS  RIDES 

ROOMMATES  SERVICES  WANTED 

Headlines . at  $ _ per  wk.  $ _ 

First  4  lines . at  $ _ perwk.  $ 


Each  additional  line  at  $ _ per  wk.  $ 


Pick-Up  Box  No.  at  $1 .00/6  weeks  $ 
Forward  Box  No.  at  $4.00/6  weeks  $ 
3  months  forwarding  at  $6  00  $ 

Number  of  weeks  ad  is  to  run 

TOTAL  ENCLOSED  $ 


Name  _ City  _ _ _ state 

Address _ Zip  _ Phone 

Please  print  neatly,  use  shaded  area  for  headlines  and  additional  lines. 


Calendar 

weekly  events 


Sunday 


Boston,  MA  —  Boston  Alliance  of  Gay  and 
Lesbian  Youth  (BAGLY)  drop-in  center  for 
youth  22  and  under  from  3:30-5pm  at  Evangel 
1st  Church,  35  Bowdoln  St  (Beacon  Hill).  Info: 
497-8282.  Please  send  all  BAGLY  mall  to: 
GCN,  Box  10GY. 


Boston,  MA  —  Black  and  White  Men  Together 
of  Boston  meets  at  2pm  the  second  Sunday  of 
the  month  at  57  E.  Springfield  St  (So.  End). 
Info:  Richard  247-3043  or  Tom  536-3392 
Cambridge,  MA  —  Overeaters  Anonymous, 
lesbian  meeting.  Old  Cambridge  Baptist 
Church,  1151  Mass  Ave.  Sun  eves  7:30  pm, 
DOB  office. 

Framingham, MA  —  Trlcounty  Assoc.  (Fram¬ 
ingham,  Milford,  Franklin  area).  Social  and 
support  group  for  gay  and  lesbian  community, 
leets  Suns.  tnfo:376-4323  or  473-3529. 

Botton.  MA  —  "Musically  speaking,"' 
women's  music,  ideas,  announcements. 
WMBR,  88.1  FM.  1-3pm. 


Boston, MA  —  Gay  and  Lesbian  Physicians  of 

New  England.  Second  Sundays.  2pm.  Info: 

(617)  482  6874  or  247-5485 

Boeton,  MA  —  Merrymount  Music  Society. 

Informal  meetings  and  concerts  for  gay  and 

lesbian  musicians  and  music  lovers.  Info: 

266-9423. 

Boston, MA—  “Sharing  Voices,"  a  monthly 
potluck  supper  and  open  reading  for  all 
women  who  write.  First  suns.  Cauldron  Exper¬ 
imental  Theater,  22  Randolph  St.  (near  Dover 
T  Stop).  5pm  lnfo:542-8575. 

Boston, M A  —  Boston  s  Other  Voice.  (WROR, 
FM  98.5)  11:30pm. 

Orleans,  MA  —  Shoreline,  a  social  group  alter¬ 
native  to  the  bars  on  Cape  Cod,  meets  second 
Sundays  Info:  Box  1614.  Orleans.  MA  02653 
Acton,  Ma  —  Central  Middlesex  Social  Club 
meets  at  7  30pm  Info  Carlton  486  8177  All 
are  invited 


Northern  VT/NH —  League  of  Gays  (LOGS) 
meets  third  Suns.  Info:(802)  626-3618  or  write: 
Box  703,  St.  Johnsburv  VT  05819. 

mondav 

Portsmouth,  NH  —  Seacoast  Gay  Mon.  7pm. 
Info:  P.O.Box  1394.  Portsmoufh  03801. 
Northampton, MA  —  Open  Gay  Men's  Rap 
Group  sponsored  by  Pioneer  Valley  Gay 
People's  Alliance.  7-9pm.  People  s  Institute, 
38  Gothic  St.  lnfo:(413)  584-7903 
Nashua,NH  —  Nashua  Area  Gays  meet  8pm. 
Info:  Tony  424-3252,  or  write:  Nashua  Area 
Gays,  Box  3472,  Nashua  03061. 

Portsmouth, NH  —  Diagnosis  and  treatment 
of  sexually  transmitted  diseases.  Men  and 
women.  NH  Feminist  Health  Center,  232 
Court  St.  5-6:30pm  Mon.  eves.  Info: 
(603)436-7588. 

tuesday 

Cambridge, MA  —  Lesbian  SM  support  group. 
Every  Tues.  7:30pm.  lnfo:776-7957.  Open  to 
lesbians  supportive  of  or  into  SM. 

Boston, MA  —  Lesbian  and  bisexual  women  s 
SM  support  group.  Safe,  non-competitive 
space  for  women  of  all  levels  of  experience  to 
share  political  and  personal  aspects  of  our 
sexuality.  131  Cambridge  St.  7:30pm 
lnfo:Hathor  623*7258. 

Cambridge,  MA  —  Daughters  of  Bilitis  Dis¬ 
cussion  and  social  group.  Old  Cambridge 
Baptist  Church,  1151  Mass.  Ave.  (Harv.  Sq./ 
8pm.  Tuesdays  and  Thursdays.  Info:  661-3633 

Pitstield,  MA  —  Berkshire  County  Gay 
Coalition  meets  2nd  and  4th  Tues.  Info:  (413) 
442-7772. 

Hartford,  CT  —  Greater  Hartford  Lesbian  and 
Gay  Task  Force  meets  at  Hill  Ctr.,  350  Farm¬ 
ington  Ave.  7pm  (First  Tues.)  Info:  249-7691, 

Manchester,  NH  —  Manchester  Men’s  Group, 
weekly  support  group  for  gay  and  bisexual 
men,  meets  Tuesdays  at  7:30pm  for  coffee 
and  discussion.  Info:  Joe  (603)  224-6931. 

New  London, CT  —  New  London  Gay  Men’s 
Forum,  support  group  tor  gay  and  bisexual 
men.  lnfo.447-0155  (Noon  to  7pm). 

Portland,  ME  —  Gay/Lesblan  Alcoholics 
Anonymous  meeting  at  First  Parish,  Unitar¬ 
ian.  425  Congress  St.  8  pm.  Open  to  all. 
Brattleboro.VT  —  Southern  Vermont  Lesbian 
and  Gay  Men's  Coalition  meets  on  the  second 
Tuesday  of  the  month  at  the  Common  Ground 
Restaurant.  25  Elliot  St.  7:3Qpm 


Concord,  NH  —  Concord  Area  gay  Youth, 
support  group  for  youth  16-22.  rap  session 
and  social  time  Carpools  &  counseling 
available  Info  Scott  or  Joe  224-6931 
Keene,  NH  —  Potlucks  and  other  fun  get 
togethers  for  lesbians.  First  Suns  (2pm)  and 
third  Tues  or  Wed  (6pm)  Info:  Keene  Klon 
dykes.  Box  261,  Gilsum  NH  03448 
Central  VT  —  Central  Vermont  Gay  Men 
(CVGM)  meets  first  Sun.  of  the  month  for 
socializing,  business  and  a  meal.  Info.  Box  42. 
Barre,  05641 

Orono,  ME  —  Wilde-Stein  Club  Social/sup¬ 
port  group  for  lesbians  and  gay  men.  Informal, 
friendly  and  open  meetings.  Peabody  Lounge, 
3rd  fl.  Memorial  Union,  UMO.  7pm. 


Wednesday 

Boston, MA —  Fathers  in  Transition,  a  group 
of  gay/bi  fathers  meeting  Weds,  for  friendship 
and  support.  lnfo:Exodus  Ctr.  266-0612,  or 
write:  Fathers  in  Transition,  c/o  GCN  Box  6, 
167  Tremont  St.,  Boston,  MA  02111. 

Bostgn.MA  —  Boston  Alliance  of  Gay  and 
Lesbian  Youth  (BAGLY).  New  persons’ 
meeting  6:30pm;  general  meeting  and  group 
discussion  7-9pm.  For  youth  22  and  under. 
Evangelist  Church,  35  Bowdoln  St.  (Beacon 
.Hill)  lnfo:497-8282. 

Boston,  MA  —  Boston  Gay  Men's  Chorus 
meets  every  Wed  from  7-10pm  at  the  YWCA, 
140  Clarendon  St.  (So.  End).  Info:  625-3247. 


coming  events 


Cambridge, MA  —  Cambridge  Women’s 
School  is  looking  for  new  women  to  help  con¬ 
tinue  its  political  education  programs  for  the 
women’s  community.  Friends  of  the  school 
are  offering  a  4  week  orientation  to  discuss 
activist  politics  and  the  collective  process. 
Info:  Cambridge  Women’s  Center,  46  Pleas¬ 
ant  St.  354-8807. 

Boston, MA  —  Walt  Whitman  Exhibition 
(memorabilia,  manuscripts,  correspondence, 
etc.)  on  display  thru  Feb.  1 1  at  Mugar  Memor¬ 
ial  Library,  771  Comm.  Ave.  FREE.  9am-5pm. 
Mon-Fri.  Info:  353-3728. 

Boston, MA  —  Free  VD  info  and  referrals  to 
state  run  clinics  with  free  exams  and  treat¬ 
ment.  (They  do  ask  for  donations  sometimes.) 
Call  1-800-272-2577,  Mon-Fri  8am-10pm. 
Boston, MA  —  The  Second  Wave,  a  feminist 
journal  of  radical  politics  and  literature,  is 
opening  its  collective  to  new  members.  We 
are  diverse  in  class  backgrounds  and  age  but 
we  would  especially  welcome  women  of  col¬ 
or,  lesbian,  heterosexual  and  bisexual,  with 
radical  and  anti-racist  politics.  Experience  or 
interest  In  one  or  more  of  the  following  would 
be  good:  layout,  graphics,  advertising,  grant¬ 
writing,  fundraising,  sales  and  distribution, 
and  editorial  work.  We  are  open  to  different 
levels  of  time  commitment.  Info:  Sally 
232-0117. 


dec  28  tues 

Boston, MA  —  “Boy  Meets  Boy"  extended 
run!  Fabulous  spoof  on  Romantic  Love  and 
Beauty!  Don't  miss  it!  YWCA  Studio  Theater, 
140  Clarendon  St.  (Copley  Square).  Showing 
on  these  dates  (Dec.23,24,28,29  &  30)  at  8pm, 
and  on  these  dates  (Dec. 19  &  26)  at  6pm.  Info: 
497-5547.  It’s  fun. 

29  wed 

Boston, MA  —  “Boy  Meets  Boy."  See  28  tues 
above. 

30  thurs 

Boston, MA  —  “Boy  Meets  Boy."  See  28  tues 
above. 

Boston, MA  —  Chiltern  Mt.  Club.  New  Year’s 
Ski  Weekend.  Info:  Josh  (617)232-6577. 

31  fri 

Boston, MA  —  The  Saints  Collective  New 
Year’s  Eve  Party.  New  England  Women’s 
Gym,  46  Waltham  St.  (So.  End).  8pm. 
Cambridge, MA  —  Let  go  on  New  Year’s  Eve 
with  Amethyst  Women.  Dance  at  Old  Cam¬ 
bridge  Baptist  Church,  1151  Mass  Ave.  (Har¬ 
vard  Square).  9pm  on.  $6  (more/less).  Free 
childcare  (bring  your  own  toys).  This  is  a  drug 
and  alcohol  free  event  for  recovering  alcohol¬ 
ic  lesbians  and  all  their  women  friends. 


Cambridge,MA  —  Boston  National  Organiza¬ 
tion  for  Women  (NOW)  Lesbian  Rights  Task 
Force  meets  4th  Wed.  of  month  at  99  Bishop 
Allen  Dr.  (Central  Sq.)  Plan  lobbying,  public 
educ.  and  consciousness  raisinq.  Info: 
661-6015. 

Boston,  MA  —  Walk-in  VD  screening  and 
treatment  for  and  by  gay  men.  6:30-8pm.  Fen¬ 
way  Community  Health  Center,  16  Haviland 
St.  (near  Auditorium  stop).  267-7573. 


Boston,  MA  —  Lunchtime  for  lesbians.  Iso¬ 
lated  during  the  workday  downtown?  Inter¬ 
ested  in  a  lunchtime  hangout/discussion 
group?  Come  to  80  Boylston  St.  Rm  855  (cor¬ 
ner  Bovlston  and  Tremont).  Noon.  Info: 
542-5188. 

Boston,  MA  —  Lesbian  and  Gay  Media  Advo¬ 
cates  (LAGMA)  meeting.  7:30-9:30pm.  New 
members  welcome.  Help  make  the  media 
more  responsive  to  our  needs.  Info:  542-5679. 

Cambridge,  MA  —  Lesbian  ‘  corning  out" 
group,  new  weekly  open  rap  group,  is  now 
meeting  at  Cambridge  Women  s  Center  46 
Pleasant  St.  (Central  Sq.)  8-10pm.  Info: 
354-8807 

Cambridge,  MA  —  Daughters  of  Bilitis.  35  + 
women’s  discussion  and  social  group.  Old 
Cambridge  Baptist  Church,  1151  Mass.  Ave. 
8pm.  Second  Wed.  and  last  Fri.  of  each 
month. 

Hyannls.MA  —  Lesbian  Support  Group  meets 
first  Wed  of  every  month.  7:30pm  New 
members  welcome.  Orientation,  social 
meetings.  Warren  Women’s  Center,  298  Main 
St.  Info.  771-6739. 

Nashua,  NH  —  Greater  Nashua  Area  of  NH 
Lambda  sponsors  speakers  and/or  raps  on  the 
second  Wed.  and  4th  Thurs.  of  each  month. 
7pm  Business  meetings  on  first  Sats.  5pm 
Info:  (603)  889-1416. 

Bridgewater,  MA  —  South  Shore  Gay  and  Les¬ 
bian  Alliance  meets  Weds.  Info:  584-4997. 

Hartford,  CT  —  Lesbian  AA  meeting  Hill  Ctr,, 
350  Farmington  Ave.  8pm.  Info:  (203)  232-973 7 
or  742-8203. 

Providence,  Rl  —  Transvestite/transsexual 
meetings.  8pm.  Info:  272-9247 
Hampden  County, MA  —  Social/Support 
Group  for  Lesbians.  8pm.  Jnfo:Debbie 
532-5878  or  Julie  532-4959 


thursday 

Boston,  Ma  —  Boston  Area  Lesbian  and  Gay 
History  Project.  7:30pm.  Info:  424-1993. 
Somerville,  MA  —  TV/TS  Peer  Support  Group. 
Gender  Clinic.  Info:  Martha  666-8280. 
Northampton,  MA  —  Pioneer  Valley  Gay 
People's  Alliance  now  forming.  First  and 
Third  Thursdays.  Info:  (413)  586-5979. 


Nashua, NH  —  Greater  Nashua  Area  of  New 
Hampshire  Lambda.  See  above 
Wednesdays/Nashua  NH 


, .  - ■  -  k>uoiaiiuii,  an  uuen 

discussion  group.  8-10pm.  Women's  Center 
46  Pleasant  St.  Info:354-8807. 


Cambridge,  MA  —  Lesbian  Mothers,  a  new 
support  group  for  women  dealing  with  the 
issues  of  being  a  lesbian  mother.  Women's 
Center,  >-.6  Pleasant  St.  8-10  pm.  Info:  354-8807 
(Diane  cr  Sandy). 


ian  5  wed 

Cambridge, MA  —  Women's  Center  informal 
weekly  discussion  groups.  This  week’s  topic: 
relationships.  46  Pleasant  St.  8pm  Info: 
354-8807. 


6  thurs 

Boston, MA  —  “Gay  Youth,"  program  present¬ 
ed  by  Up  Close  on  WGBH,  Channel  2.  8:30pm. 
Boston, MA  —  GCN  proofreading.  Call 
426-4469  for  details. 

Nashua, NH  —  Lambda.  Second  Wed.  and 
Fourth  Thurs.  Info:  (603)  889-1416. 

7  fri 

Boston, MA  —  Gay  Community  News 
Volunteer  Night.  Come  help  send  out  the 
paper.  No  experience  necessary.  Food  and 
good  company.  167  Tremont  St.  Come 
anytime  after  6  and  stay  as  long  or  as  short  as 
you  like.  Call  from  Dunkin  Donuts  on  first 
floor  or  street  phone  nearby  if  downstairs 
door  is  locked.  426-4469.  Thanks. 

Cambridge, MA  —  Am  Tikva.  Sabbath  Service 
and  discussion.  "Children  in  our  lives."  312 
Memorial  Dr.  8pm.  Dessert  potluck.  Info: 
782-8894. 

Boston, MA  —  Chiltern  Mt.  Club.  Mountain¬ 
eering  and  avalanche  courses.  Info:  Josh  (617) 
232-6577  (h).  or  726-8653  (w). 


Cambridge,  MA  —  Lesbians  with  children. 
Support  group.  8-10pm.  Cambridge  Women's 
Center,  46  Pleasant  St  354-8807 

New  London,  CT  — •  Lesbian  and  Gay 
community  at  Connecticut  College  weekly 
meeting  Discussion,  planning  and  outreach 
9pm  Fanning  Hall  Rm  412.  INfo:  442-7458. 


fri  day 

BOSTON, MA  —  QAY  COMMUNITY  NEWS 
(THAT’S  US!)  ALWAYS  NEEDS  HELP  SEND 
ING  OUT  THE  PAPER  ON  FRIDAY  EVES. 
COME  BY  FOR  A  FEW  HOURS  TO  OUR  NEW 
SPACE  AT  167  TREMONT  (ON  THE  COM¬ 
MON,  NEAR  BOYLSTON  T  STOP)  ANYTIME 
AFTER  8  AND  LEND  A  HAND.  REFRESH¬ 
MENTS  AND  GOOD  TIMES!  EVERY  BODY 
WELL  COME!  INFO:  428-4489,  THANKSI 

Harttord,  CT  —  Your  Turf,  a  weekly  drop-  n 
center  for  lesbian  and  gay  teenagers.  7-9pm  at 
the  Hill  Center.  350  Farmington  Ave 
(upstairs).  Sponsored  by  the  Coalition  of  Sex¬ 
ual  Minorities 

Pittstield,  MA  —  Weekly  meetings  of 
Lesbians  United  Info.  Women's  Services  cen¬ 
ter.  499-2425 

Concord,  NH  —  Concord's  Men's  Group 
meets  Fridays  at  7:30pm  for  coffee  and  dis¬ 
cussion  67  Thorndike  St.  Info:  Joe  224-6931. 

Providence,  Rl  —  Rhode  Island  Gay  and  Les¬ 
bian  Youth  meets  every  Sat.  from  1-5pm  for 
youth  14-21  years  of  age  Info  MCC  272-9247 
or  Gay  Helo  Line  751-3322  (eves). 

Cambridge,  MA  —  Amazon  Lesbian  Al-Anon. 
Mt.  Auburn  Hosp.  (Living  room,  Clark  Bldg.) 
8-9:30pm.  Newcomers  meeting  from  7:30-8prq 
on  the  last  Friday  only. 


Boston, MA  —  Chiltern  Mt.  Club.  Regularly 
scheduled  sports  and  outdoors  events. 
General  info:  John  275-1336;  Linda  734-4066; 
John  864-0823.  Vollyball:  Jay  262-4896; 
Basketball:  Kieran  232-7229. 

Boston,  MA  —  Front  Runners  Boston,  gay  and 
lesbian  running  group  Infp.  825-0181 


David  Storm 


Boston, MA  —  Glad  Fridays  presents  Charles 
Nelson  reading  from  The  Boy  Who  Picked  Up 
Bullets.  Glad  Day  Books,  43  Winter  St.  (Park 
St.  +  stop).  8pm.  $2. 

8  sat 

Cambridge, MA  —  Oasis  presents  Anne 
Caputi,  singer/songwriter.  Come  share  her 
magic  and  joy.  “She’s  so  glad  she's  a 
lesbian."  Doors  open  at  7;30pm  and  close  at  8 
for  the  performance.  New  Words  basement. 
186  Hampshire  St.  (Inman  Sq.,  Central  Sq  T 
stop).  Benefit  for  relocating  Oasis.  $5. 

10  mon 

Boston, MA  —  Boston  Lesbian  and  Gay 
Political  Alliance  1983  election  meeting. 
UMass/Park  Square,  corner  Arlington  and 
Stuart  Sts.  (Room  222).  Also  financial  report 
and  open  discussion  of  1983  Boston  city  elec¬ 
tions.  7:30pm. 

11  tues 

Beverly, MA  —  NSGLA  Lesbian  and  Gay 
Health  Issues.  First  Parish  Church.  7:30 
-9:30pm 


The  deadline  for  Calendar  items  is  Monday  at  noon  for  the  following  issue . . 


